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About the Author

On August 15, 1771, Walter Scott was born in Ed-
inburgh, Scotland. When he was still a baby, Walter
contracted a form of polio that left him lame for
life. While his brothers and sisters ran about pla-
ying, Walter became an avid reader. Although he
studied law to please his father, he began writing in
his free time and found success with his poems, bal-
lads, and essays.

Years afterward, Walter became intrigued with
the idea of writing historical novels. He placed his
fictional characters in actual historical events

(the Crusades and tournaments at Ashby), alongside
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actual people in history (King Richard the Lion-
Hearted, Prince John, and Robin Hood). While his no-
vels were all very successful, Ivanhoe became his
most popular.

Strangely enough, no one knew that it was Walter
Scott who wrote these novels, for he published them
anonymously. Novels were considered a trivial form
of literature at that time, and Scott feared risking
his reputation as a fine poet and his standing as a
court magistrate by putting his name to such works,
even though they made him a very rich man. He
couldn’t know then that he would later be renowned as
the originator of the historical novel, a writer who
would influence other writers all over the world.

Agonizing stomach problems plagued Scott throu-
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ghout his life. They created such pain that many of
his novels, including Ivanhoe , were dictated by him
to a servant while he lay in bed, getting up only to
act out a scene or some dialogue as he wrote it.

For his great contributions to English litera-
ture, he was made a baronet by King George 1V and ad-
dressed by the title Sir .

Sir Walter Scott lived his life by the very same
code of chivalry his knights lived by, with truth and
honor and courage, until his death in 1832.
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CHAPTER 1
Saxon and Norman Enemies

In the year 1192, the people of England feared
for the life of their beloved king, Richard I, also
called Richard the Lion-Hearted. Was he dead or was
he a prisoner somewhere? He had been returning home
from his Crusade in the Holy Land when he disap-
peared. The Crusades were religious wars being
fought in Jerusalem by Christians from all over Eu-
rope against Turkish invaders.

Rumors reached England accusing Richard’s brother,
Prince John, of plotting the king’s imprisonment in
some foreign country so he could rule in his place,
which he had been doing during Richard’s absence.
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Both Richard and John were Plantagenets, the
French royal family that was descended from William
of Normandy, the king who had conquered England over
a hundred years earlier. Even now, many Englishmen,
or Saxons as they called themselves, had a fierce ha-
tred for the nobles they called Normans.

On their part, the Normans considered the Saxons
beneath them, and they haughtily demanded obedience
and respect from them at all times.

In spite of these feelings, many nobles and
knights, both Saxon and Norman, had followed Richard
on his Crusade. Some had gone because of their
Christian beliefs, while others sought military glo-

ry or simply had the spirit of adventure.
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Two of these knights, both Normans, had re-
cently returned from the Holy Land and were now rid-
ing at the head of their party of squires and guards
through Sherwood Forest, near the village of Shef-
field. The knights, Brian de Bois-Guilbert and Mau-
rice de Bracy, were on their way to the town of Ash-
by, where a tournament to show off their knightly
skills was to be held in a few days.

This was not the safest of roads for the horse-
men, even with their guards, since a gallant band of
outlaws, led by the notorious Robin of Locksley and
his Merry Men, roamed this forest, robbing even the
bravest travelers. Now, with Ashby still a day’s
ride away and a storm approaching quickly, the
travelers needed to find a place to spend the night.
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Nearing a fork in the road, the riders overtook a
lone man dressed in a long, black hooded cloak and car-
rying a tall staff. The cross of palm leaves attached
to the staff identified him as a Palmer, a religious
pilgrim recently returned from the Holy Land.

Bois-Guilbert called out, “You there, do you
know a nobleman’s castle nearby where we can be fed
and lodged overnight with proper hospitality due our
positions and titles?”

“Certainly, my Lord,” replied the Palmer. “The
castle of Rotherwood, home of Cedric the Saxon, is
near. I'm headed there myself and will gladly show
you the way.”

“Cedric?” mumbled De Bracy. “That wealthy Sax-
on nobleman hates all of us. He surely won’t welcome

y

Normans at his castle.’
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