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Xu Beiwen

Jinan is a well-known cultural city with a long history,
to its east stands Longshan Town where Longshan Culture
with a history of 4,000 years was found by archeologists.

Chengziya, the archaeological sites of Longshan
Culture, was the capital city of Tan State in the period of
Shang Dynasty. Later. in the Han Dynasty, the archacologi-
cal sites of Pingling City, which is close to Chengziya ,was
the capital city of Jinan Kingdom.

Jinan Kingdom was named from its location to the
south of ancient Ji River.

Jinan City was gradually moved to the west part till
the period of West-Jin Dynasty , finally moved to today’s
place. With Yellow River to its north, Jinan is the largest city
in the lower reaches of Yellow River. To its south is Mount
Tai, the most honorable in “the Five Mountains”, which is
the core of cultural circle of Eastern Nationality in ancient
Chinese civilization. Jinan is located well between moun-
tains and rivers. It not only absorbs rich nutriment from
ancient Chinese civilization, but also abounds in gifts of
nature. Jinan is located at the foot of Li Mountain (another

name “Qianfo Mountain™) which is at the north foot of Mount



Tai. Around Li Mountain there are many lower and higher
hills, which are the south suburbs of Jinan. The underground
water in the south hills underflows to the north of Daming
Lake in which it meets with terrane that the water cannot
seep. So the stopped underground water gushes out and be-
comes a lot of spring sources. That is the reason that the
famous *72 springs” form.

The phenomenon of close spring sources and gushing
out together is seen in other places, but it is seldom secn in a
flourishing city that there are so many springs gushing out,
and form the source of a long river to sea . A well-known
scholar in Ming Dynasty, Wang Xiangchun once said, “In
the world.Jinan is the only city from which a long river run-
ning to sea originates”. So it is “a wonder in the world”.
Besides, springs in Jinan are strange for their different ways
of gushing, which form landscapes with different
characteristics. For example, in Pearl Spring bubble rises up
in chains like hundreds of pearls in waving and dancing;
there are water traces in the surface of Jinxian Spring like
golden threads in floating; the spring source in the rock cave
of Heihu Spring seems to be still, but under it there is an
outlet of three tiger heads, from which spring water spouts
rapidly and loudly like tiger roaring, which forms a sight of
“stillness like a virgin and movement like a running rabbit”.

Especially Baotu Spring is quite peculiar for its three springs



gushing up. When the underground water is rich, Baotu
Spring will gush up to 1 or 2 feet higher than the water sur-
face like decreased Penglai Pavilion and other two magic
mountains rising upright in the clear water. The great painter
Zhao Mengfu described this with a rich imagination as ** the
three springs gush upright with evaporating cloud and fog,
the sound of great waves shakes Daming Lake”.

Apart from the springs in the suburb, only in the old
city proper of 2 square kilometers are there about 200 springs,
among whici more than 100 have their names. So the an-
cients used the general number 72 to commend that there
are 72 famous springs in Jinan City.

Recently, according to the distribution of these springs,
they are divided into four great groups: Baotu Springs,
Waulongtan Springs, Heihu Springs and Pearl Springs, which
are still gererally called “72 famous springs”. Because of
this, Jinan City gets its esteemed name “city of springs”,
which is fully deserved the reputation.

Besides its many merits with different characteristics
of rich water, good quality and beautiful landscape, Jinan's
springs gush out in a famous cultural city with a long history,
which must be full of the feature of deep human culture and
rich involution of history. Jinan’s springs not only have got
the natural beauty but also have the beauty of human culture,
which is a beautiful sight as well as live cultural treasures.



Many scholars in the history admired the beauty of
Jinan’s springs and left their traces in Jinan.

We can say that every spring in Jinan has an exciting
historical story; this is because Jinan is not only a city of
springs but also a famous cultural city with a long history.
Because spring water is full of abundant cultural involution
that people enjoy the beauty as well as savor life.

[n order to make visits to Jinan more conveniently and
help tourists more profoundly appreciate the involution of
spring culture, Jinan Publishing House published this Series
of Spring Culture in Jinan, which in one side is to carry for-
ward the spring culture, in another side is a fully-described
booklet for tourists. This series includes four books: Spring
‘Marvellous Spectacle in the World, Spring -Composed Po-
ems and Essays, Spring -Legends and Stories and Spring -
Well-known and Celebrated Scholars. From the names of
this series, we know it introduces springs’ landscape, history,
poems and legends. especially much-told stories about
springs and celebrated scholars. Readers will understand the
value of springs in Jinan. This series of books have not only
vivid language and much knowledge but also 80 precious
pictures offered by well-known personages (Some springs
may never be known or forgotten by people, but more pre-
cious judging from the pictures left). This series, fully intro-

ducing Jinan's springs both with pictures and articles, have

#



more contents in details than other related books published .
Hence, this series of books have not only practical and ap-
preciative values but also historical and cultural values,

which are worthy of being long kept as treasures.
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