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Francis  Bacon

Virtue is like a rich stone, best plain set: and surely virtue is best
in a body, that is comely, though not of delicate features: and that hath
rather dignity of presence, than bemuty of aspect. Neither is it almost
seen, that very bequiiful persons, are otherwise of great virtue; as if na-
ture were rather busy not to err, than in labour, to produce excellency
And therefore, they prove accomplished, bur not of great spirit; and
study rather behaviour, than virtue; but this holds not always; for Augus-
tus Caesar, Titus Vespasianus, Philip Le Belle of France, Edward the
Fourth of England , Alcibiodes of Athens, Ismael the Sophy of Persia,
were all high and great spinis; and yet the most beautiful men of their
times. In beauty, that of favour, is more than that of colour, and that of
decent and gracious motion, more than that of favour, That is the best
part of beauty, which a picture cannot express; no, nor the first sight of
the life. There is no excellent beauty, that hath not some strangeness in
the proportion. A man cannot tell, whether Apelles, or Albert Durer,
were the more_trifler: whereof the one would make a person age by geo-
metrical pmport-i;;is: the other, by taking the best parts out of divers fac-
es, to make one excellent. Such personages, 1 think, would please no
body, but the painter, that made them. Not but I think & painter, may
make a better face, than ever was; but he must do it, by a kind of felici-
ty (as a musician that maketh an excellent air in music), and not by
rule. A man shall see faces, that if you examine them, part by part, you



shall find never a good; and yet all togeth er do well. If it be true, that
the principal part of beauty, is in decent motion, certainly it is no mar-
vel, though persons in years, seem many times more amiable; pulchro-
rum Auturnnus pulcher: for no youth can be comely, but by pardon, and
considering the youth, as to make up the comeliness. Beauty is as sum-
mer— fruits, which are easy to corrupt, and cannot last: and, for the
most part, it makes a dissolute youth, and an age a little out of counte-
nance: but yet certainly again, if it light well, it maketh virtues shine,
and vices blush.
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OF STUDIES

Francis Bacon

Studies serve for delight, for ormament, and for ability. Their chief
use for delight, is in privateness and retiring; for omament, is in dis-
course; and for ability, is in the judgement and disposition of business.
For expert men can execute, and perhaps judge of partchﬂa.ts, one by
one; but the general counsels, and the plots and marsha]lmg of affairs,
come best fron those that are learned. To spend too much i}me in studies

R
is sloth, to use them too much for omament, is affecta!mn, to make

/Judgement wholly by their rules, is the humour of a scholar. They perfect

nature, and are perfected by experience: for natural abilities are like nat-
ural plants, that need proyning by study; and studies themselves do give
forth directions too much at large, except they be bounded in by experi-
ence, Crafty men contemn studies, simple men admire them, and wise
men use them; for they teach not their own use; but that is a wisdom
without them, and above them, won by ohservation. Read not to contra-
dict and confute; nor to believe and take for granted; nor to find tatk and
discourse; but to weigh and consider. Some books are to be tasted, others
to be swallowed, and some few to be chewed and digested; that is, some
books are to be read only in parts; others to be read, but not curiously;
and some few to be read wholly, and with diligence and attention. Some
bocks also may be read by depluty‘:, and extracts made of them by others;
but that would be only in the less important arguments, and the meaner
sort of books; else distilled books are, like common distilled waters,
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Reading maketh a full man; conference a ready man; and writing an
exact man. And therefore, if a man wrte little, he had need have a great
memory; if he confer little, he had need have a present wit; and if he
read little, he had need have much cunning, to seem to know that he
doth not. Histories make men wise; poets witty; the mathematics subtile;
naturﬂl.-[;hilosophy deep; moral grave; logic and rhetorie able to contend.
Abeunt studia in mores. Nay there is no stond or impediment in the wit .
but may be wmugi;t out by fit studies: like as diseases of the body may
have appropriste exercises. Bowling is good for the sione and reins;
shooting for the lungs and breast; gentle walking for the stomach; riding
for the head; and the like. So if a man’s wit be wandering, let him study
the mathematics; for m demonstrations , if his wit be called away never so
litle, he must begin again. If his wit be not apt to distmguish or find dif-
ferences, let him study the schoolmen; for they are cymini sectores. If he
be not apt to heat over matters, and to call up one thing te prove and il-
lustrate another, let him study the lawyers’ cases. So every defect of the

mind may have a special receipt.
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Humble Folk
the Strength of Great Britain

Lance Barryman

Make way! Make way! Shakespeare and Milton, Drake, Raleigh,
and all. Bright spirits of genius and | chivalry, lean from your paradise and
welcome The Littlte People of England!

You who_soared on wings of song or marched to fame by highways of
adventure ,‘l‘::‘cc;__l_(gn to your side a motley band sprung from obscure corners
of your homeland. They carry no weapons, wave no banners, fk@}l no
stately measures of poesy- Men, women, and children are here; pale
clerks, laborers with sfiff, @Mgd hands, old fishermen, and young me-
chanics; housewives, washerwomen, nursemaids and chams; clean litile
boys and girls politely Si']in’ and grimy ones whose language splits the
ear. All climbing to heights of glory as if born to sacrifice and heroism.
Scaling the peaks by humble paths and back alleys which turned to pils of
flame, and by wide roads raked with shells, or attaining the summit of
valor through dark and cruel descent into the icy waters of the sea.

Like soldiers they have bome the shock of fire and bombs; like sail-
ors they have gone down unflinchingly to their death in shattered ships;
and like aviators they have given their strength to tise “By Labor to the
Stars” .

Make way! Make way! Keats, Shelley, Frobisher, Nelson, and all.
Musirious shades of Old England, draw into your midst a defenceless ar-
my which chose to die rather than be enslaved.



Receive as one of yourselves this Cockney woman who was found
dead, her body shielding that of a neighbor’ s living child; this blind man
who sprang to his feet when walls erashed about him and bearing the
weight of falling timbers on his shoulders saved the lives of others who had
eyes to see his magnificent agony. Lay a kind hand upon the old man whe
slipped out quietly to carry a bomb from under a cottage window 10 a deep
shell - hole half a mile away and never retumed to his little family who
were keeping his supper hot. Smile gently upon a small thing named Mag-
gie, who begged her sister to tie a scarf over her mouth so that she would
not scream while waiting for the ambulance to take her away. Open your
arms to the little children dving of cold and hunger on the sea and to those
who went down in a torpedoed ship singing o break your heart.

No Abbey walls have space to record the deeds of these simple peo-
ple gone sadly or gaily to eternity. Their names shall not be graven on
stone or painted on glass; no Roll of Honor could set them all forth. But
the dust of England, the winds which whisper in her trees, the waves
-which beat upon her shores, shall vibrate with the passion of their cour-
age, the splendor of their sacrifice. Each dawn shall tell how they arose
in humble cheerfulness to light their tiny corner of the earth with a candle
of faith; each sunset shall he a flaming beacon to remind all men of their
buming steadfastness.

et the cry ring through the halls of the Immortals: Make way! Make
way! Make way for THE LITTLE PEOPLE OF ENGLAND!

From “The Legionary”
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