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The Onentation of Rural Law in China Today
Abstract

The rural reform, taking the development of cammodity econo-
my as its main element, has greatly changed the peasant’s property
and status. However, it has brought about problems in various as-
pects, and the change of means itself, therefore, becomes an im-
portant part in the rural reform. There are three basic elements —
market, commumity and government — o control rural areas. And,
in effect, they reflect the three relations between peasants and mar-
ket, community and administration. In the form of means, the
three restrictions which interplay are generalized as law, ethics and
administrative Policies, of which law plays a main role.

The three forces (market, cammunity and government) also
influence the orientation of law in the rural areas. Firstly, the rela-
tive independence of rural law reflects the aranmment for such funda-
mental principles of value as liberty, equality and security. Sec-
ondly, the concrete model of the current rural legal regulation
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should follow the propose of taking the means of administrative law
as the first and the means of civil law as the second. According to
the central task of the rural reform, the rural law should be devel-
oped, with land, the responsibility contract of agriculture produc-
tion, rural industry, market organizations and management, ool-
lective econamic organizations, and the rural primary political power
body included.

At the present time, it is necessary in legislation not only to
establish the principle to put the rural local law including the law for
the rural subregions in the first place, but to allw it to be experi-
mented and explored. The legislation should emphasize the role of
the Provincial People’s Congress. The rural local law is closely re-
lated to the peasants who can participate the legislation in their own
organizational way. It is also necessary to receive guidances fram
the rural central law, the rural central policies, and the central a-
gencies concerned. Therefore, in the enforcement of rural law, the
country must establish an unclassical model, with court, govem-
ment, and village involved.
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