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It was an observation shared by others later that week when they
saw Diana deliberately perch on the bonnet of Charles's treasured
Aston Martin sports car as he was playing polo. The cynics among
veteran royal observers who witnessed this peculiar behaviour
believed that this was a ploy to make sure that the Princess of
Wales appeared on the front pages of their newspapers.

The watching world, not privy to this Courtly minuet, chorussed
its disapproval. “Far too much frivolity,' sniffed the Daily
Express while other commentators accused the girls of behaving
like actresses in a soap opera. The focus for this growing public
disatisfaction with the royal behaviour was the Royal Knockout
Tournament. Prince Edward used a television idea way past its
“sell by' date which combined royals with showbiz and sporting
stars in a a series of rather juvenile games based on a medieval

theme.
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