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Discovery of Atlantis

It’s a mystery that has baffled historians and ex-
plorers for two thousand years.

A mystery that has driven them searching so far
back in time reality merges' into myth.

But now on a desolate plain in the high Andes a
journey has begun, whose destination could rewrite an-
cient history.

For hidden within these silent monuments are mes-
sages from the past — clues that may be casting new
light on that most sought after of secrets — the location
of the lost city of Atlantis.

The tragic story of the golden city of Atlantis is

said to have first been whispered among the pyramids of

Egypt.

Priests in the Land of the Pharaohs told a visiting
Greek statesman called Solon about a mighty city that
was suddenly and violently destroyed, leaving behind no
trace of its existence.

No one would ever have known about Atlantis had

it not been for Solon’s distant descendant?, the famous



Greek philosopher Plato’, who lived in the fourth cen-
tury BC.

Saying that the precious information had been
handed down to him through generations of Greeks, Pla- |
to recorded the strange tale of Atlantis in one of his
classic works. ‘

According to Plato’s writings, there was once a city

of unimaginable wealth and power situated at the edge :

of a fair and highly fertile plain on a vast island. The '

city ruled over a glorious empire which had flourished?
more than 9,000 years earlier.

The city, Plato wrote, was called Atlantis and it
was so unimaginably rich its walls were covered in gold
and precious metals. Lying within a complex system of -
canals, it possessed a huge trading network and awe-
some military strength.

But after the Kings of Atlantis had ruled for many
generations, the island on which their city laid was sud-
denly destroyed in a violent cataclysm®. In a single
dreadful night it was swallowed up by the sea and van-
ished.

It’s an extraordinary story — but is it true?

As one of the greatest philosophers of all time, Pla-
to is perhaps best known for his attempts to describe an
ideal society, the perfect world as he saw it. So he could |

have dreamed up the story Atlantis to get across these i




B@WBI‘U
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ideas.

But Plato repeatedly emphasizes that the story of

1 [mi'tropalis] Atlantis is true. What’s more, he maps out the geogra-
n. T ERT ML

2 i 4\ b way which seems concrete and real.

“He describes it in such detail that it looks much
3 [treevalog] . )
n # 47 m W, # more like a travelogue®, a guidebook to some foreign
ERCES country. That suggests that it’s a real place, somewhere
at some time, but a real place and we could go and look
for it.”

Certainly many have been convinced that Atlantis
was a real place, and so from the first age of exploration
; to the present day the search for the lost city has be-
4 [ab'sefan}

n 4k, BH come the ceaseless obsession* of historians and treasure
hunters.
One of the earliest sites to inspire Atlantis seekers
was the Greek island of Thera in the Eastern Mediter-
5[.medita'reinjen] 5 . .
I ranean’. Peaceful enough now, its dark rocks bear wit-

. ness to° a terrifying natural disaster.

¢ Some three and half thousand years ago people
were forced to run for their lives as a volcano exploded
with extraordinary violence.

7 [i'dzekt] “It ejected’ enormous masses of volcanic material,

v. "R

which not only covered the entire island of Thera but
spread all over the Easter Mediterranean. The eruption

of the volcano of Thera was the biggest in history.”
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Here, thought many, was an event that strongly 1 [:keeta'strofik]
echoed Plato’s description of the catastrophic' end of | alleaad
Atlantis. Further evidence dramatically came to light in 2 [a:ki'olad3ist]
1967 when archaeologists’ uncovered® an entire aban- n. o T
doned town on Thera. It had lain hidden for centuries f:,3’,‘[An'kAv9]
under layers of solidified volcanic ash. v AR

Excavation revealed that the people who lived here 4 [stleen'tion]
had once been part of the great Minoan culture. A ma- ~ ad- T 45 2 M 5
jor power in the Mediterranean, the Minoans, like the “J
Atlanteans®, were wealthy and sophisticated, their plush® 5 [plAf]
home adorned® with ornate’ frescoes®. "d’ sk

“It is true that the standard of civilization we re- é[a’do:n]
veal in these ruins is exactly, or almost exactly what v 4
Plato describes for Atlantis.” » 7 [o:'neit]

But something not exactly as described is the dat- “df RAR W
ing of Thera. Plato said it was 9,000 years before the : 3 [freskau]
time of the ancestor Solon that Atlantis was destroyed. n- &

Yet it was only around 900 years before then that the ’
Minoan town was buried under red hot ash. .

It's been argued, though, that the figure of 9,000
must be a mistake. Since Egyptian history didn’t go =
back nearly that far, it could be an error introduced as
the story was handed down from Egyptians to Greeks.

So Thera need not be ruled out’. 9 HEtR £ 5k

“All the similarities — the volcanic eruption, the

type of society, the: standard of civilization — led many



