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INTRODUCING TAIAN

Of all the famous mountains in China, Mt. Taishan earns the  highest
reputation for its magnificent natural landscape and time - honoured cultural
heritage. It has been considered as the greatest of China’s Five Great
Mountains. For thousands of years in history, it had been the place where
emperors of the past dynasties came to pay homage and bestow honorific
titles on the mountain, and the celebrated poets and scholars came for a
visit, leaving behind numerous widely-quoted poems and articles in its praise.
To this day it has still been a big attraction to tourists both a1t home and
abroad. The city of Taian is built right at the foot of the mountain, the
southern side of Mt. Taishan, 5o that there is a city by the mountain and a
mountait: by the city.

Taian is situated in the central part of Shandong Province. It is the
communication hub of railways and highways in the immediate area.

Taian has two districts, the.2ze counties and two county-level cities un-
der its jurisdiction. It covers an area of 9840 35 spuare kilometers, with
mountains lyving in the north. rolling area in the east, fertile plains in the
middie and scenic Dongping Lake in the west.

Taian lies in the temperate zone with a monsoon climate that well serves
the sceneries of the four seasons in Mt Taishan. In spring. the place was
a riot of colour; in summer. after rain, waterfalls pour down from cliffs
like silk curtains;in autumn, weather is extremely fine with maple leaves as
red as fire;in winter, branches of pines and cyprsses are weighed down by
snow, which give added charm (o the mountain. Once on a snowy day in the
Qing Dypasty, Yao Nat, a luminary of his time, came to the mountain on a
visit. He was so delighted with the scene that he wrote down an article On
Climbing Mt Taishan, which is still widely read today.

Mt. Taishan is very old, of course. According to historical record, the
range of the mountain used to be the part of the sea trough in the Archaeozoic
Era. No one knows for how many years did it go up to become what it
15 now. The rocks there are 2.4-2.5 billion yvears old. one of the oldest
rock mountain on the ecarth,

Like Mt Taishan, the city of Taian also has a long history. The Dawen



