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Repatriation of One Million Japanese via Huludao

Preface

Fifty-nine years ago, in Huludao, a small port city in northe-
ast China, 1.05 million Japanese were allowed to return to their
homeland despite having worked against China's national inte-
rests. Even now the deed still moves many Japanese, and many
cross the sea to visit the historic port, their rebivth place.

Huludao lies on the shores of Jinzhou Bay in the west of Lia-
oning Province. It faces the sea to its east, west and south, and
gets its name from its unusual shape, which makes it look like a
bottle gourd floating on the water (Huludao literally means' bot-
tle gourd-shaped island'). In 1908, the Qing (1616-1911) govern-
ment once planned to build a port there, but it was interrupted
by the Revolution of 1911. In 1930, Zhang Xueliang (1901-
-2002) signed a contract with the Port Construction Company of
the Netherlands, authorizing its building. Unfortunately, con-
struction was halted by the September 18th Incident of 1931.
After its occupation of the northeast of China, Japan intended to
transport coal from Beipiao and Fuxin back to Japan by sea, so it
restarted the construction of Huludao Port and its facilities from
1936, planning to finish it in five years. However, when No.1 and
No.2 docks were built and No.3 dock had been half completed,
the war ended.

Japan's surrender on August 15, 1945 marked the final vic-
tory of the world anti-fascist war. The post-war repatriation of Ja-
panese civilians and prisoners of war (POWs) became an import-
ant issue to be solved by the Allies, including the United States,
the Soviet Union and China. At that time, about 6.6 million Japa-
nese, comprising 3.3 million soldiers and over 3.3 million civi-
lians, were overseas. In the Chinese theater of the war, there
were over 2 million Japanese civilians and 1.94 million POWs

(including over 470,000 sent to the Soviet Union). In line with
the Potsdam Proclamation (July 26, 1945), the United States
(US) and China negotiated repatriation for Japanese civilians and
POWs in Shanghai on October 25, 1945. They agreed in principle
to repatriate all the Japanese in different theaters to Japan in an
organized way. In China, it was decided that: those inside the
Great Wall should be repatriated before those outside; repatria-
tion should be implemented in installments and groups; the
Chinese government would be responsible for getting Japanese
repatriates to port, while the US army would organize vessels for
marine transportation; both parties aimed to complete repatria-
tion by the end of 1946.

The repatriation of Japanese from China's northeast was an
important aspect of the plan, and topped the agenda after that
from areas such as Shanghai, Tianjin, Qingdao and Lianyungang
was mostly completed. Those in the northeast had arrived in
China quite early on since, in order to implement their Continen-
tal Policy, Japanese militarists had organized emigration to "Kan-
to Leased Territory" (a then colony covering Liishun and Dalian
regions) and "Mantetsu (short for South Manchuria Railway
Company, then operator of the Changchun-Liishun railway) De-
pendent Territory" after the Russo-Japanese War (1904-1905).
Till 1930, a total of 215,643 Japanese migrated to China's northe-
ast. The number of Japanese in the region was large; after the
September 18th Incident of 1931, emigration continued to grow
till the local Japanese population reached 1,662,234 by Septem-
ber 1944. They were also widely distributed, with over 840,000
in the Kuomintang (KMT)-controlled regions, over 330,000 in
the Communist Party of China (CPC)-controlled regions and



over 270,000 in Dalian, controlled by the Soviet army. Compared
with that inside the Great Wall, repatriation work in the northe-
ast was urgent, onerous and complex.

To ensure smooth repatriation, the Japanese Civilians and
POWSs Repatriation Department of the KMT Northeast Head-
quarters, headed by General Li Xiuye, and the Japanese Repatria-
tion Department of the Northeast Democratic Allied Army,
headed by General Li Minran (Li Lisan), were established
through the coordination of the US Observation Team. The three
sides agreed that: Huludao was to be appointed an expatriation
port; from early May 1946, Japanese citizens in the KMT-control-
led regions would be transported first, for which the KMT Nor-
theast Headquarters would be responsible; the Northeast Demo-
cratic Allied Army would gather Japanese from the CPC-control-
led regions and, from August 1945, they would be transferred to
the Kuomintang in Taolaizao Town and Lafa Town, then transpor-
ted to Huludao Port; Japanese in Andong (now Dandong) would
be organized by the Northeast Democratic Allied Army to be sent
back overland via Korea and through sea route via the Yalu River;
Japanese in Dalian would be transported directly to Japan by the
Soviet army. :

On May 7, 1946, the first group of 2,489 Japanese left Hul-
udao Port on two ships. From May 7 to December 31, 1946,
1,017,549 were repatriated via Huludao in 158 groups; from June
25 to October 25, 1947, 29,627 were repatriated in 12 groups;
from June 4 to September 20, 1948, 3,871 were repatriated. A to-
tal of 1,051,047 Japanese were repatriated to their homeland in
three years.

Massive Repatriation of Japanese via Huludao was a result of

China-US and KMT-CPC coordination to solve post-war prob-
lems. The Chinese government provided lots of manpower, ma-
terial and financial resources to organize and implement repatri-
ation work, transferring 13,441 railway carriages. The Huludao
Headquarters of US Navy Base gathered over 120 ships, inclu-
ding Japanese oceangoing vessels and naval transports from its
Sixth Fleet, in Huludao in a quite tight schedule. Each ship trans-
ported 1,000 to 2,000 Japanese and the repatriation took over
800 voyages. Huludao, once ravaged by Japanese invaders and
still a mass of bruises at that time, unselfishly embraced one mil-
lion citizens of a rival country, sending them back to their home-
land smoothly. Many Japanese still regard Huludao as their place
of rebirth.

The People's Republicvof China was founded in 1949. In
1950s when a thousand and one things waited to be done in the
country, Chinese government entrusted China Red Cross Society
to negotiate with Japanese associations on repatriation work.
They reached that these Japanese would be repatriated through
Tianjin, Shanghai and Qinhuangdao. A group of 5,000 Japanese
was repatriated every half month. By the end of March 1955, over
30,000 Japanese citizens returned Japan. Till then, the massive
humanistic program drew a successful close. It generated great

influences in Japan and international community.






Hx

Contents

[}

Preface

H A m AL R
Japan's Emigration to Northeast China
BHBR

Emigration in Early Period

HEBE

Trial Emigration

ERBR

State-sponsored Emigration

BABRNEE

Harms of Japanese Emigration

AT HHREE

Repatriation of One Million Japanese
FILEERMNEE

Plan on Repatriation of Japanese in Northeast China
ERREEHXBFER

Repatriation of Japanese in KMT-Confrolled Regions

Tt X H B

Repatriation of Japanese in CPC-Controlled Regions

Vi s g ] 4

Echo of History

REHE BURAFE

Reflect on History and Cherish Peace
BihELEN SEREER

Revisit Rebirth Place to Renew Friendship
RFzZWNEE

Friendship Tree Evergreen



e

Felil

B

S ES . i

R




1

HARE P EFRIEZE
Japan's Emigration to Northeast China




HAREABERAEE
Repatriation of One Million Japanese via Huludao

FAE 19 22K, HASEEF GG 6 E ARk, 1894 4E H
AR K B HV RS 38 TS BU I TR A 64 20) K
LARBSEREG HA, Yat HREEDE = T, 4
i AR B O AL AL R, BE D EGRFR K, B AR
B BN R BRI 2T A A SUMRE B E AR,
T 1904 4 2 F 8 H 2 ARZE M EAEMTE A9ARBR, 2 A 10
H, H AR EERE KRS, XA E 3 E KA E
Tt BT T AR AR SRR H AR . 1905 A
9 H  HREEI, A 21T CRMNICE T2y ), fE 307 LK
B, LIRS B AR SE R, AL YR A S5

HAR GG, B AR B O F T E AR
AR MRS 32 b, IX. ) REL A ASURI AR 75 1)t MO 1 2K % o s b o
T hnsRFE RGOE M — LY RAZRE , H ARG IR 8B N ERIT 4R
feth WEMRE IR . H AR K L IR KRR 118 1)
“THNFE R o 55 —AF Ve BFR5 BT 1908 4 6 H ]
H A A P SR R 2 Tk R s “HE AT Z R IE RS R, LA
S laHAER, 2N TN A AT RENIRGA R —E A
P feeee - anBAEFR A BB B IBEA KA O, TN 7E S5 5 |
WA E Gt . AMUELLGIHIR Z AT FIzs e Ao,
1M H B IR A IR Z 0 B , H AR AR ek
i b A G 2 N S A T % R o 31 1930 45, g op [ 2R
R 21 TR 1931 4 “N—/\" FHAJE, HAREE 540
ARACAIE . il I A=W A T BTN AE RSt , H AR
5 R 3 SCE RS AR T QRSN T A RE), [REt, &
RERMAREHBWRE T “UUTE £ N4 7o R 45
TEN” BRI, HABU RN T AT 05 R AEIL, F 1932
10 HAH#E TH—RER R 2 AEAIBHE | 2
KFEH, 2 1936 4F, SRR A M RA, SAKGE 3000

-

10

HAR @R ERIEZER

Japan's Emigration to Northeast China

AN Hia], HAR @ E ARG A A RS B Ak T8 A 5
BB, N2 3 e IR 4% ZE A A 1, 4B C A5 A , WOR
Hopy R R R ol R R” . 1936 4F 8 A, HA HI 4 &
i E AR GRS R S o -E KSR 2 — o 7E B AR 458 ok
REMFF T, 62 TAHEMAR R AT PRI, A
1937 446 , 76 20 SE N P EARE RS R E T 7,500 TN B
RN, S DUBAEA T, SRR CERB R . BRI R
10 73 71, SEPRBE A 8 T3 75 45 W RIFE R 20 T3 7 (HINZE
FEMRF) HRITCHE SR B 1945 4F H AR S AT, [
RBRIL 10 7/, 30 R A, “EEBR” &HBUFHS K
“SERITFE (HMBR ) REASH “EETF R (M
B ), LUJ H AT A4 U BA R 1 SUIF )4 “E SR R
REBNER, A DL B RS DRERE, X
SRS R B TE =M — e S SR B, 4
AT 4322 00 5 IR R/ NSRS PRI L SRS MIU , 25
d BN T 2 T R BRI A L A 5 BBy

o

M=)\ AR H A RIS, HATEh E AR 14 4F
SHRGEA T, BRALAS R, A e Dhif 9 [ 45 BB AR HR
MIBOAR R, FEEREE 71 T i T R, el 4 3
U RS B, N B SCAL L B ST RS B, LA BB |
PRy TAE U BAR R, RABIER T B

HAS#T [ 3 SCHEAT AR RECR , IR R AR FEC o 14T
TR CTHA RIS, 355 i, 353FBEIR, b EARIEA
RO A TR ) AOHE, L fil AR NRIRZHE . HIiF 2 HA
BRI ZEE 15 B AU 075 IMER, —BEFA
TR R XE R S o



Japan began to covet China's northeast as early as late 19th century.
In 1894, it launched a war against China and forced the Qing govern-
ment to sign the humiliating Treaty of Shimonoseki in 1895. The un-
equal treaty ordered the Qing government to cede the Liaodong Penin-
sula to Japan. However, the land cession was cancelled after the joint in-
tervention of Russia, Germany and France. Later, Russia took Liishun
and Dalian by force, gained the right to build the Chinese Eastern Rail-
way and accordingly expanded its influence to the whole northeast re-
gion. To compete with Russia in partitioning the region, Japan launched
a surprise attack on the Russian fleet in Liishun on February 8, 1904. The
two empires formally declared war on February 10. In the following
one-and-a-half years, they fought the Russo-Japanese War on Chinese
soil. Russia was defeated in September 1905 and forced to sign the
Treaty of Portsmouth. 1t said that both sides should use Changchun as a
bordermark: to its south was Japan's sphere of influence and to its north
Russia's.

Its victory in the Russo-Japanese War enabled Japan to seize the
Changchun-Liishun railway, related dependency territory and the right
to lease Liishun and Dalian from Russia. In order to consolidate its co-
lonial rule and expand its invasion, the ruling class of Japan advanced
the theory of emigration to Manchuria (the old name for China's northe-
ast). Senior General Kodama Gentaro was an active advocator; Goto
Shimpei, the first president of the South Manchuria Railway Company
(abbreviated to Mantetsu), sent a memorandum to the then Japanese Pri-
me Minister in June 1908 saying "there will be at least 500,000 Japanese
emigrants in Manchuria in the next 10 years, and it might reach one mil-
lion -+ If emigration continues year-on-year, Manchuria will become
the actually occupied territory of the Japanese Empire. Our interests can
be secured if the territory is returned and we might no longer return it.

" From then, Japan began trial emigration to "Mantetsu Dependency
Territory" and "Kanto Leased Territory". To 1930, over 240,000 Japa-
nese emigrated to Chiha‘s northeast. After the September 18th Incident
of 1931, Japan occupied the whole region by force. To suit the need of
an aggressive war and strengthen colonial rule, Kato Kanchi, an ardent
colonialist, filed the Bill on Emigration of Six Thousand to Manchuria
and Mongolia. Meanwhile, Toumiya Tetsuo, a senior captain of the Kan-
to Army, tabled a proposal for organizing home soldiers in backbone tea-
ms of garrison and farming troops to farm in Jilin. Their schemes and
proposals were adopted by the Japanese government. In October 1932,

the first armed emigrant group was established and marched to Yon-

-
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gfeng Town of Huachuan County, near Jiamusi. Till 1936, five groups
comprising a total of 3,000 emigrants were set up one after another. Be-
cause the agricultural emigration was still in its trial and preparation
stage and emigrants were all organized militarily and armed, they were
called trial emigrants or armed emigrants. In August 1936, the Japanese
cabinet, headed by Hirota Kouki, listed emigration to China's northeast
as one of its national policies. Under the guidance of the Ministry of Co-
lonial Affairs and the Kanto Army, the Plan on Emigration of One Mil-
lion Agricultural Households to Manchuria was drafted. The program
set the goal of emigrating five million Japanese in one million house-
holds to China's northeast in the 20 years after 1937. It was divided into
four phases, with every five years as a phase. Those moving to China's
northeast under the program were called State-sponsored emigrants.
Emigration of 100,000 households was planned in the first phase, but
only 80,000 of them were successfully moved. Emigration of 200,000
households in the second phase was not completed due to the end of the
war. Before Japan's surrender in 1945, over 300,000 Japanese in 100,000
households had immigrated to China's northeast. State-sponsored emi-
grants were composed of group pioneers organized by the Japanese gov-
ernment (Type A emigrants), collective pioneers organized by unofficial
institutions (Type B emigrants) and youth brigade members (Type C
emigrants). The majority of State-sponsored emigrants were engaged in
agriculture and some were professionals or railway guards. They mainly
spread in three regions: four tenths in the Soviet-Mongolian border area;
half in the area between the Xing'an Mountains and Songliao Plain; one
tenth along railways and in some important towns.

Apart from agricultural emigrants, in Japan's fourteen-year occup-
ancy of northeast China, there were also political emigrants who worked
atall levels of the government of "Manchukuo" (a puppet regime created
in China's northeast by the Japanese imperialists), industrial emigrants
in the railway sector, mines and factories, commercial emigrants in com-
merce and trade, cultural emigrants in educational and cultural sectors,
and technical emigrants in pharmaceutical and medical sectors. The total
number of emigrants exceeded one million.

The emigration policy driven by Japanese militarists brought disas-
ter to the people of both countries. They stole Chinese land and resour-
ces in the name of development and pioneering, and brought much suf-
fering to Chinese in the northeast. Many Japanese also suffered from

emigration, for many of them fell to victims of the war.
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A & 32k (Freelance) 17 632
HA(Others) 3402

R %% 2 (Housework) 1545

F32 kb (Unemployment ) 803

[ MAC B (Entourage ) 139 881

BAEHTERIEBR
Japan's Emigration to Northeast China

Few Japanese went to China's northeast for business and trade be-
fore the Sino-Japanese War of 1894-1895. As victor of the war, Japan
gained the rights of doing business, accessing commercial ports and col-
lecting customs in China. Japanese citizens going to the northeast began
to increase, but the total number was still small. In 1902, there were only
around 300 Japanese in Dalian and over 1,000 in the whole northeast of
China. After the Russo-Japanese War (1904-1905), Japan acquired the
rights to lease Liishun and Dalian and operate the South Manchuria Rail-
way from Russia. To consolidate its colonial rule and further invade
China, militarists Kodama Gentaro and Goto Shimpei actively advo-
cated emigration to the region. The Japanese government adopted their
advice and set up colonial organizations like the "Civil Affairs Office of
the Kanto Leased Territory", the "Kanto Governor's Office "and South
Manchuria Railway Company. Soon, an emigration boom took place in
Dalian and "Mantetsu Dependency Territory". It is referred to as early-
period emigration.

"The Civil Affairs Office of the Kanto Leased Territory" was the
first colonial organization set up by Japan in Liishun and Dalian. In May
1905, as the Russo-Japanese War was going to end, the office was estab-
lished in Dalian. At first it was under the Japanese Military Headquarters
in Manchuria and later subordinated to the "Kanto Governor's Office" in
Liishun. In 1919, it was renamed Dalian Civil Affairs Office. It had busi-
ness, financial and local sections; the local section contained educa-
tional, religious, military and colonial affairs departments. Japanese
emigration to northeast China was handled by the office.

In order to run the South Manchuria Railway and expand the inva-
sion after the Russo-Japanese War (1904-1905), over 80 military offi-
cers, government officials and tycoons, including Kodama Gentaro and
Goto Shimpei, prepared and founded the South Manchuria Railway
Company (Mantetsu) on November 26, 1906 upon the imperial decree
of Japanese Emperor. Its headquarters was first located in Tokyo and its
first president was Goto Shimpei. It moved to Dalian on March 5, 1907
and was officially put into operation on April 1, 1907. Disguised as a
railway operator, it was actually a special institution working for Japan's
invasion of northeast China and a forerunner of promoting the emigra-
tion policy. It not only controlled transportation for the South Manchuria

Railway and its branch lines, but also ran businesses in over 80 sectors



FAREREFKER
Repatriation of One Million Japanese via Huludao

FK(year) %2 (Number)
1902 300

1906 16 000

1910 61 934

1915 84 572

1920 135470

1925 174 162

1930 215 463

including coal mining, shipping, docks, storehouses, steel, power, gas,
logging, building, grain processing and commodities production. For
example, Mantetsu-run Dalian Port was not only a channel for Japan to
loot resources from China's northeast, but also a tool to control foreign
trade in the region. During Japan's occupancy of Dalian Port, exports in-
cluded coal, soybean, soybean cake, soybean oil and peanuts. Sixty per-
cent of them were transported to other Japanese ports, 20 percent to
European countries and 20 percent to Chinese ports; the imports were
mainly steel, commodities for everyday use, flour and textiles. Seventy
percent of them were from Japan, 20 percent from European and Ameri-
can countries and the remaining 10 percent from other Chinese ports.
Another example was the oil-extracting industry in Dalian, which was
controlled by Mantetsu. After Japan's occupancy of Liishun and Dalian,
the regional edible oil extracting center moved to Dalian. From 1910 to
1911, the production output of the edible oil extracting industry accoun-
ted for 90 percent of Dalian's total. In 1919, soybean oil exports via Dal-
ian port were over 180 million kilograms tons and soybean cake exports
over 1.5 million pieces (the weight of one piece was 20-25 kilograms).
Mantetsu not only stole the resources of China's northeast, but also col-
lected military intelligence and organized Japanese emigration. It actu-
ally became an institution for the colonization of China's northeast in
political, economic and military aspects.

Following the establishment of colonial rule over Liishun, Dalian
region and "Mantetsu Dependency Territory", Japanese emigrants kept
pouring in. The History of 40-Year Development of Manchuria said
there were 16,000 Japanese in Dalian and "Mantetsu Dependency Terri-
tory" in 1906. The number rose to 61,934 in 1910, 84,572 in 1915,
135,470 in 1920, 174,162 in 1925 and 215,463 in 1930. Japanese emi-
grants in the early period mainly lived in "Kanto Leased Territory" and
"Mantetsu Dependency Territory". Some of them were railway employ-
ees and administrative staff, some were engaged in commerce, mining,
agriculture and fishery, and a few of them were freelancers. According
to the 1930 employment statistics of the "Kanto Leased Territory" and

"Mantetsu Dependency Territory", 971 were engaged in farming, 275 in

fishery, 1,841 in mining, 14,888 in manufacturing, 17,946 in commerce,
16,279 in communication, 17,632 in freelance, 1,545 in housework,
139,881 entourages, 3,402 in other sectors and 803 had no jobs.

Since lots of Japanese rushed to Liishun and Dalian, job centers,
hospitals, schools and libraries for them had cropped up. For example,
the Mantetsu founded Dalian Hospital in 1907. The hospital covered an
area of 89,823 square meters, including buildings of 45,671 square met-
ers. It had 816 beds, 890 medical workers and a complete set of depart-
ments and equipment. It mainly admitted employees of the company and
their relatives. In order to cultivate talent in the colony, "Kanto Depart-
ment" founded Liishun Engineering University on the basis of Liishun
Engineering School (founded in 1910) in 1922. It recruited about 100
students every year. In 1941 there were 320 students on preparatory
courses and 260 undergraduates. Graduates of the university could win
posts in Japan, "Kanto Leased Territory" or "Manchukuo". To take Dal-
ian Library of Mantetsu as another example, it was first established in
1907. Its initial title was Library of Mantetsu Investigation Department.
In 1918, it was rebuilt and renamed Library of the South Manchuria
Railway Company (Mantetsu). By 1945, its book collection reached
400,000 volumes. Many books were rare thread-bound ones looted from
different regions of China. There were also intelligences collected by pe-
ople sent by the company from China's northeast.

In early-period emigration, the Japanese colonial authority carried
out trial agricultural emigration in Daweijia Village of Jinzhou. In 1914,
Senior General Fukushima Yasumasa, then chief of the "Kanto Gov-
ernor's Office", started to recruit agricultural emigrants in Japan and, in
March 1915, a total of 19 households were recruited. The village was
named Aikawa Village for the majority of Japanese emigrants were from
Atago and Kawashita villages of Yamaguchi Prefecture. The plan prov-
ed to be a failure since the majority of emigrants later returned to Japan.

However, it paved the way for agricultural emigrant group.
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Japan's Emigration to Northeast China
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Goto Shimpei (1857-1929) was appointed as
chief civil administrator of the "Taiwan Governor's
Office" in 1899. Because his attitude on emigration
to China's northeast was similar to that of Kodama

Gentaro, who was in charge of Manchurian affairs at

that time, he was recommended to take the position
of president of the South Manchuria Railway Com-
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; ; i ' 2 : pany. Goto was also a counselor of the "Kanto Gov-
Goto Shimpei, the first president of the South Manchuria Railway Company,

ernor's Office" as the same time.

advocator and pusher of Japanese emigration o China's northeast
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Dalian Civil Affairs Office was one of the ad-
ministrative organs in Liishun and Dalian set up by
Japan for colonial rule. In May 1905, the Russo-Ja-
panese War was about to end. At that time, Japan
withdrew the military control offices in Liishun,
Jinzhou and Dalian and replaced them with civil af-
fair suboffices on June 23 to consolidate its rule.
Each office was comprised of business, financial
and local sections. The business section covered ac-

counting, tax and government property depart-

ments; the local section education, religion, military

and colonial affairs departments. In May 1936, Dal- - L RHianitd
ian Civil Affairs Office was abolished. BAEBENERGANE—RXERBE

Dalian Civil Affairs Office, an institution established by Japan for colonial rule




