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Introduction

This reading and vocabulary text for pre-academic intermediate ESL/EFL students has two
purposes: to develop reading fluency and to expand vocabulary.

Itis obvious that motivation is essential to reading fluency and that without interesting texts,
there is a little motivation. My choice of reading selections for this text is based on my twenty-
one years’ experience in the classroom.

ESL/EFL students are particularly interested in the lifestyles and problems of their American
counterparts: living together before marriage (Art Buchwald), drug abuse (Lewis Grizzard),
budgeting in college (Sylvia Porter); getting a job (Kirby W. Stanat); meeting people of the
opposite sex (personal ads). They enjoy human interest stories (Desire for a Child Was
Nearly Tragic; letters to Ann Landers and Abigail Van Buren). They like humor (Don't Say
Let's Get Together’ 1o a Foreigner). They are interested in government issues (The Presidency)
and world leaders (Kennedy and Carter). They are concerned with social issues (Dennis
Prager; Chet Fuller). And they want to know more about the English language (Richard
Reeves; Robert Claiborne). The introductions to the readings give students an idea of the
subject matter with which they will be dealing.

The text is in two parts: the first ten chapters and the remaining six. Both Part One and Part
Two consist of authentic reading selections followed by various exercises and activities aimed
at developing reading fluency and expanding vocabulary. However, Part Two is based on
skills learned in Part One; that is, glossaries are furnished throughout Part One, whereas
Part Two focuses on guessing meaning from context. The first ten chapters should be taught
in sequence because of the explanations that accompany some of the word study exercises;
the remaining chapters may be studied at random and may begin to be introduced after
completion of Chapter 6.

The Exercises

Reading Comprebension: The reading comprehension exercises that follow each reading
selection are aids in developing reading fluency. These exercises help readers recognize
main ideas, focus on important details, and make necessary inferences; they include questions
about the selections, true/false statements, and multiple-choice items. The interpretation
exercises guide readers to a better understanding of the most difficult passages.

Questions for Discussion: The discussion questions, based on the reading selections, are
thought-provoking and can lead to spirited exchanges about some rather controversial
subjects. The discussions require students to relate their own experiences and attitudes to
the reading. (Some of these questions can be used as a basis for pre-reading discussions.)

U]



Vocabulary Development: Vocabulary development should not be left to chance; thus,
. much of this text is devoted to vocabulary study. Each of the first ten reading selections is

followed by a list of the more difficult words in the selection; each word is defined and
labeled a part of speech according to context. (In words of more than one syllable, the
syllable of major stress is underlined.) The readings also serve as an excellent source for
introducing and explaining idioms; compound words; words with multiple meanings;
words used as different parts of speech; synonyms and antonyms; phrasal verbs; and
words changed by prefixes and suffixes.

Awide variety of exercises, both written and oral, provides an opportunity for students to
use the new vocabulary: choosing synonyms and antonyms; choosing appropriate words
from a list to complete sentences; identifying the word that does not belong in a group;
determining the appropriate meaning from context when a word has more than one
meaning; completing conversations using phrasal verbs; recognizing inappropriate phrasal
verbs in sentences; writing original sentences; and guessing meaning from context.

S.K.C.
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Daughter’s ‘Friend’

is a Boy
by Art Buchwald

A humorist is a person who writes or tells funny stories. Art
Buchwald is a well-known humorist. His syndicated column*
appears in 550 newspapers throughout the world. Mr.
Buchwald makes fun of American society, public officials in
particular. In Daughter’s ‘Friend’ is a Boy, he writes about
a “problem” that some parents in the United States, and
perhaps in your country, are having to face.

HMRIEREZENSERHRYRN, SARKORE
B, % -MAREME— IS SNURIER, RS
550 KIRCEKSHEMNE:, MARBEEEF
XBEHR, LHEBRNBR. (LN BR"BBR)
XRYXER, HRT —TENE - LEXELIND
A, FEMPTENEROFBIREI T,

WASHINGTON — In the good old days when your daughter said she was bringing home
a friend for the weekend, it meant she was bringing home a girl friend — and when your son
said he was bringing home a friend for the weekend, it was a boy.

This is not the case anymore, and it is causing tremendous houseguest problems
s throughout the country. Since there is never any mention of the sex of the friend on the
phone, most parents don’t know what to expect or how to handle it.

[ was over at Ripley’s house the other evening when his daughter, Joan, arrived home
for the weekend with her “friend”, a tall strapping fellow named Mickey.

Mrs. Ripley was very flustered and said, “Well, Mickey, I guess you want to put your
e  things away.”

“Put them in my room,” Joan said.

“Mickey can sleep in the attic,” Mrs. Ripley said nervously.

“Why can’t he sleep in my room?” Joan asked.

Mr. Ripley blew up. “Because I know he’d rather sleep in the attic.”

ISe “Joan’s room is fine with me,” Mickey said.
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“Well, it isn’t fine with me,” Mr. Ripley snarled. “Mickey, do you mind if we talk to Joan.
alone? There’s a beer in the ice box. Make yourself at home.”

As soon as Mickey left the room, Joan said, “How could you humiliate me in front of my
friend?”

“How did we humiliate you?” Mrs. Ripley wanted to know.

“By asking Mickey to sleep in the attic when you know perfectly well there are two beds
in my room.”

“I’s not a question of the number of beds,” Mr. Ripley puffed. “There’s a certain propriety
about people sharing rooms when they're not married.”

“What propriety?” Joan wanted to know.

Mrs. Ripley said, “I know we’re old-fashioned and out-of-date, but your father and I get
very nervous when we know two unmarried people of the opposite sex are in the same
room under our roof.”

“But Mickey and I aren’t strangers,” Joan protested. “Where do you think we live in
Cambridge?”

“I don't want to know where you live in Cambridge. You're not in Cambridge this
weekend! You're in our house!” Mr. Ripley yelled.

“I thought it was my house, t00,” Joan said.

“It is your house, dear — but it’s not Mickey’s house. After all, it would seem to me you
would enjoy one weekend sleeping alone in your own room,” Mrs. Ripley said.

“If I'd known this was going to be such a big deal,” Joan said, “I wouldn’t have come
home.”

“It’s not a big deal,” said Mr. Ripley. “It’s a simple question of moral standards. Ours
seem to be different from yours. They may not be better but they are different.”

“And that’s why you want to ruin our weekend?” Joan asked.

“We're not trying to ruin your weekend, dear,” Mrs. Ripley said. “What we’re offering
you are separate but equal accommodations. ..”

“That's very funny,” Joan said. “But all the way down in the car Mickey was counting on
sleeping in my room. He wouldn’t have come if he had known he had to sleep in the attic.”

Mr. Ripley said, “He’ll sleep in your room over my dead body.”

I decided to intercede. “I have a suggestion. Since Mickey was counting on sleeping in
Joan’s room, why don’t you let him sleep there and have Joan sleep in the attic?”

All three looked at me.

Then Mr. Ripley said, “Wait a minute. Suppose Joan decides to come down from the
attic in the middle of the night?”

“It’s simple,” I said. “Make Mickey promise to lock his door.”

1 Syndicated newspaper columns are columns appearing in a number of newspapers at the same time.
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The more difficult words in the selection are defined in the list below.* You may
already know what some of the words mean; you may be able to guess the meanings
of others from their context (what comes before and after a word); or you may
want to refer to the list as you would look upina dictionary. Notice that in each
word the stressed syllable is underlined; this will help you with your pronun-
ciation of English words.

AN EPRENPEEA FTRPIIEHEEEN ", BLBIFHIELNE; L IR
B TEHES Y AEMIUEETR—FSR TERER. ER: N TEITIRSD
RE BEESTREINERS D FTEIX,

tremendous (adj.) ....... very great; enormous (line 4) E X #)

handle (v.) .................. to deal with (a problem or situation) (line 6) 4 22 , fi% 3

strapping (adj.) ........... tall, strong, healthy-looking (line 8) # X & &4

flustered (adj.) ........... nervous, confused (line 9) 7KK EL45

attic (n.) ..coveeveeinnnns space just below the roof in a house and above the other rooms
(line 12) 18y #&

snarl (v.) ..ooooveeveecnnnns to growl angrily and show one’s teeth (like a dog); speak angrily
(line 16) v, 2% ; 5 75 Y35

humiliate (v.) ............. to shame; cause to feel ashamed (line 20) 1 % % ;1 % &

11111 () —— to breathe quickly and hard (line 23) =% & (4=38)5 )

propriety (n.).............. proper behavior (line 25) (i1 A A=if t4 Z )E %

out-of-date (adj.)........ old-fashioned (line 26) it t#y

(71, [T {73 [———— to spoil; destroy (line 40) 1% % X

accommodations (n.) .. rooms (for rent) in a house, hotel, etc. (line 42)[ &, % 1% P
count on (two-word v.).. to express with certainty, depend on (line 43) 35 2 ;1% #i

intercede (v.) .............. to interfere in order to bring about an agreement between
or among others (line 46) 3.1 , A #%

* Each of the first 10 reading selections is followed by a vocabulary list. Each word is defined and labeled
a part of speech according to context.

PEAIHEXE, SREOBHRER IR, S TRARMREEMNE LT OEHEENH

tREREM .
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TRUE/FALSE STATEMENTS ir IE/7R
Answer the following statements True or False.

True/False  Mr. Buchwald implies (does not directly state) that Joan telephoned
her parents to let them know she was bringing home a guest for the
weekend.

True/False  Joan had been living away from home.
True/False  Joan and Mickey had never shared a room.

Tre/False  The reader can conclude that there were two extra beds in the Ripley’s
house the weekend Joan and Mickey were there.

True/False M. Ripley remained calm throughout the conversation with the young
people.

True/False  Mickey asked for some beer because he was thirsty after the long
drive.

True/False  Joan couldn’t understand her parents’ point of view.

True/False  Mr. and Mrs. Ripley had the same standards of “right and wrong”
as their daughter.

An idiom is an expression whose meaning cannot be understood from the meaning
of each word in the expression. For example: “He’s always in hot water” means
“He’s always in trouble.” “He kicked the bucket” means “He died.” Sometimes you
can guess the meaning of an idiom from its context — what comes before and
after the idiom.

JER-—MEERSTEERESENRESRN, B “He’s always in hot
water” BB 2“He’s always in trouble .”“He kicked the bucket” &~
“He died. BBV, IR LURIE JBAERN L T XBEUES N,

The following excerpts come from the reading selection. Choose the best
meaning for each of the underlined idioms.

“Why can’t he sleep in my room?” Joan asked. Mr. Ripley blew up. “Because I know
he'd rather sleep in the attic.” (lines 13 - 14)

a. took a deep breath c. made a loud noise

b. lost his temper d. hit something

“There’s a beer in the ice box. Make yourself at home.” (line 17)

a. Drink some beer. ¢. Get a place to live.

b. Don't leave the house. d. Relax and be comfortable.

“If I'd known this was going to be such a big deal,” Joan said, “I wouldn't have
come home.” (lines 36 - 37)

a. soimmoral c. so important

b. so impossible d. so large
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COMPOUND WORDS = =33

A compound word combines two or more words. For example: house + guest =
houseguest (line 4). Check your English-English dictionary to determine whether a
compound word is written as one word (houseguest) or two words (alarm clock), or
whether it is hyphenated (old-fashioned). The first part of a compound word is
usually stressed.

BHEBEM ETMTULENISEES R —i2, B house+guest=houseguest
(line H)BEE—TE-BFAUBE—TESHZESH— 3 (houseguest)D
MTiE(alarm clock), KBRBREBEFTR (01d-fashioned) , ESINE—BH
FEEER,

Each compound word below combines house with another word. Fill in the
blank with the appropriate compound word. The first one is done for you.

housebound (adj.) housekeeper housewife
housecoat ‘ housemate housework

A mother who works outside the home needs a good ___housekeeper

. After she took a shower, she put on her and went into

the kitchen to make breakfast.

- In the good old days, a typical girl looked forward to becoming

a . Now she looks forward to becoming a corporate
executive.

. Women nowadays expect their husbands to share in the

Kumiko's __ paid half the rent and shared the other
household expenses.

Because of the heavy snow, everyone was

Look through the reading selection and circle all the compound words.
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MULTIPLE MEANINGS — HANDLE —35Z X -handle

In English, a word can have more than one meaning. Its use within a sentence
determines whether it is a noun, verb, adjective, etc. For example, in line 6 of the
reading selection, handle is a verb and means to deal with (a problem or situation);
but your English-English dictionary tells you the verb handle has several other
meanings. You will also find that handle can be a noun.

BEP, BHIRL-—TBY, EADPHEARECESEZE. F. BERS,
PO, EXPEE 6 1T,handle 2— T, BRANBR(VATBSE);BR-RFH
PSRRI handle ABRMBY, MERZAI hand] e MILURIEDE,

hanedle! /'heendl/ n  1apartofanobject which is especially made for
holding it or for opening it 2 fly off the handle infm! to lose one’s temper.

handle? v -dled, -dling [T] 1 ato feel in the hands b to move by
hand: Glass — handle with care. 2 to deal with; control: He handled a difficult
argument skillfully. | Mrs. Brown handles the company's accounts. t A good teacher
must know how to handle children. 3 to use (goods) in business; DEAL in: We
don’t handle that sort of book. — handleable adj.

Study the various meanings of handle in the dictionary entries listed above.
Complete the sentences below using the appropriate form of handle and any
other words necessary to the meaning of the sentences. The first sentence is

done as an example.

That shop on the corner __handles newspapers and magazines

I can't open the car door because

Don't . until you wash your hands.

I dropped the cup of coffee because

Nurses who work in hospitals are trained to

The woman's husband died, and with the help of her many friends,
she with courage.

A person can accidentally shoot himself if he doesn’t know how to

Dan forgot to do his homework for five consecutive days. His teacher finally
lost her patience and




TWO-WORD VERBS *X %733

A two-word verb, also called phrasal verb, is a verb followed by a preposition or
an adverb (particle) that changes the meaning of the verb. For example: the verb
count has a different meaning when it is combined with on. Count on (line 43)
means to expect with certainty. It can also mean to depend on.

Roia), XFRDIFFE , R BaF B MARENIN, NERTDINS N, P10 5
W count S on EHEBRERZY, Count on (1ined3)EN (expect with
certainty)BE, EHH (depend on) KEHSN,

There are a vast number of two-word verbs in the English language, but there are
no rules for learning them. The more you read and listen to English, the easier it
will be for you to recognize these verbs, to learn their meanings, and to use them
correctly.

BBPEAENNNL, BEZILRALET—ENNE, MENITHRBED, W
BHUNLRENE, TRENPSNABHEREBTI.

Study the two-word verbs and their definitions tisted below. Fill in each blank
in the following sentences with the appropriate two-word verb. Be sure to

use the correct tense of the verb in each sentence.
count (someone) in (S)* — to include (someone) it H & A

count (someone) out (S) — 1. to exclude (someone); HEr 42 5+, R & 4%

2. to declare (a fallen boxer) the loser when he cannot stand up after 10 seconds
have been counted #j------ & 18]

count off (S) — to subtract, deduct & % , 4= %

count on — to expect with certainty; to depend on 4% % ; 45 2

I___  vyouto help me study for my exam.

2. I enjoy going to your parties. Please me when
you plan another!

3. My teacher always two points for each misspelled word.

4, Angeline doesn’t like to swim in the ocean, so her friends her

when they go to the beach.

5. Shanika _____________ going* to the dance with Antonio, but at the last
minute he got sick.

6. Thereferee_ the boxer in the first round of the
fight.

Notice that the ~ing form of the verb is used after a two-word verb.

*(S) = Separable: A noun or pronoun object may separate (come between) the verb and the particle
(preposition/adverb.) Example: Turn on the TV. Turn the TV on. Turn it on.
BZRTRAREYLUEAEINMIRBNTZE . YU : Turn on the TV. Turn the
TV onTurn it on.

Note: A pronoun object usually comes between the verb and the particle.
Right: Turn it on.
Wrong: Turn on it.

Inseparable: An inseparable two-word verb cannot have an object between the verb and the

particle. Example: Jane counts on her parents to send her money for tuition. Jane

counts on them.

AN RENENBNMIRENI 2 BRERIE S : Jane counts on her.parents to
send her money for tuition. Jane counts on them.

Note: All intransitive two-word verbs (two-word verbs that do not take objects)

are inseparable.
Example: I got up early this morning. Ali gets along well with all his classmates.

Whether a two-word verb is separable or inseparable must be memorized along with its
meaning.




