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ARISTOTLE
THE METAPHYSICS

BOOK I

L All men naturally desire knowledge. An indica- Boox 1
tion of this is our esteem for the senses; for apayt Wnat
from their use we esteem them for their own sake, and raYSICR?
most of all the sense of sight. Not only with a view Univeret
to action, but even when no action is contemplated, o
we prefer sight, generally speaking, to all the other
senses. The reason of this is that of all the senses 2
sight best helps us to know things, and reveals
many distinctions.

Now animals are by nature born with the power of Degress o
sensation, and from this some acquire the faculty of oy rergence: -
memory, whereas others do not. Accordingly the percoption,
former are more intelligent and capable of learning
than those which cannot remember. Such as cannot 3
hear sounds (as the bee, and any other similar type @) memory,
of creature) are intelligent, but cannot learn ; those
only are capable of learning which possess this sense
in addition to the faculty of memory. i

Thus the other animals live by impressions and (& experi-
memories, and have but a small share of experience ; "
but the human race lives also by art and reasoning,
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