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Geor‘ge Washing‘ron
1 Farewell Address

September 17, 1796

Friends and fellow-citizens:

The period for a new election of a citizen, to administer the executive government of the United
States, being not far distant, and the time actually arrived when your thoughts must be employed in
designating the person who is to be clothed with that important trust, it appears to me proper, espe-
cially as it may conduce to a more distinct expression of the public voice, that I
should now apprise you of the resolution I have formed, to decline being consid-
ered among the number of those out of whom a choice is to be made.

Here, perhaps, I ought to stop. But a solicitude for your welfare, which

cannot end but with my life, and the apprehension of danger, natural to that

solicitude, urge me, on an occasion like the present, to offer to your solemn
contemplation, and to recommend to your frequent revicw, some sentiments, which are the result of

much reflection, of no inconsiderable observation, and which appear to me all-important to the perma-

" nency of your félicity as a people.

The unity of government which constitutes you one people is also now dear to you. It is justly so,
for it is a main pillar in the edifice of your real independence, the support of your tranquillity at home,
your peace abroad, of your safety, of your prosperity, of that very liberty which you so highly prize.
But as it is easy to foresee, that from different causes and from different quarters, much pains will be
taken, many artifices employed, to weaken in your minds the conviction of this truth; as this is the
point in your political fortress against which the batteries of internal and external enemies will be most
constantly and actively (though often covertly and insidiously) directed, it is of infinite moment that
you should properly estimate the immense value of your national union, to your collective and indi-
vidual happiness; that you should cherish a cordial, habitual, and immovable attachment to it; accus-
toming yourselves to think and speak of it as of the palladium of your political safety and prosperity,

watching for its preservation with jealous anxiety; discountenancing whatever may suggest even a



suspicion that it can in any event be abandoned; and indignantly frowning upon the first dawning of
every attempt to alienate any portion of our country from the rest, or to enfeeble the sacred ties which
now link together the various parts.

In contemplating the causes which may disturb our union, it occurs, as a matter of serious
concern, that any ground should have been furnished for characterizing parties by geographical
discriminations — Northern and Southern, Atlantic and Western — whence designing men may en-
deavor to excite a belief that there is a real difference of local interests and views. One of the expedi-
ents of party to acquire influence within particular districts is to misrepresent the opinions and aims of
other districts. You cannot shield yourselves too much against the jealousies and heart-burnings which
spring from these misrepresentations; they tend to render alien to each other those who ought to be
bound together by fraternal affection.

There is an opinion, that parties, in free countries, are useful checks upon the administration of
the government, and serve to keep alive the spirit of liberty. This, within certain limits, 1s probably true;
and, in govern:.ents of a monarchical cast, patriotism may look with indulgence, if not with favor,
upon the spirit of party. But in those of popular character, in governments purely elective, it is a spirit
not to be encouraged.

It is important, likewise, that the habits of thinking, in a free country, should 1nspire caution in
those entrusted with its administration, to confine themselves within their respective constitutional
spheres, avoiding in the exercise of the powers of one department, to encroach upon another. The
spirit of encroachment tends to consolidate the powers of all the departments in one, and thus to
create, whatever the form of government, a real despotism. A just estimate of that love of power, and
proneness to abuse it, which predominate in the human heart, is sufficient to sauisfy us of the truth of
this position. The necessity of reciprocal checks in the exercise of political power, by dividing and
distributing it into different depositaries, and constituting each the guardian of the public weal against
invaston by the other, has been evinced by experiments ancient and modern: some of them in our
country, and under our own eyes. To preserve them must be as necessary as to nstitute them.

Europe has a set of primary interests, which to us have none, or a very remote relation. Hence she
must be engaged in frequent controversies, the causes of which are essentially foreign to our concerns.
Hence, therefore, it must be unwise in us to implicate ourselves, by artificial ties, in the ordinary vicissi-

tudes of her politics, or the ordinary combinations and collisions of her friendships and enmities.
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Our detached and distant situation invites and enables us to pursue a different course. If we
remain one people: under an efficient government, the period is not far off when we may defy material
injury from external annoyance; when we may take such an attitude as will cause the neutrality we
may at any time resolve upon, to be scrupulously respected; when belligerent nations, under the
impossibility of making acquisitions upon us, will not lightly hazard giving us provocation; when we
may choose peace or war, as our interest, guided by justice, shall counsel.

Why forego the advantages of so peculiar a situation? Why quit our own, to stand upon foreign
ground? Why, by interweaving our destiny with that of any part of Europe, entangle our peace and
prosperity in the toils of European ambition, rivalship, interest, humor, or caprice?

It’s our true policy to steer clear of permanent alliances with any portion of the foreign world; so
far, I mean, as we are now at liberty to do it; for let me not be understood as capable of patronizing
infidelity to existing engagements. I hold the maximum no less applicable to public than to private
affalrs that honesty is always the best pohcy I repeat it, therefore, let those engagements be observed
in thelr genuine sense. But, in my opinion, it is unnecessary, and would be unwise, to extend them.

In offering to you, my countrymen‘; these counsels of an old and affectionate friend, I dare not
hope they will make the strong and lasting impression I could wish; that they will control the usual
current of the passions, or prevent our nation from running the course which has hitherto marked the

destiny of nations! But, if I may even flatter myself, that they may be productive of some partial

benefit, some occasional good; that they may now and then recur to moderate the fury of party spirit; °

to warn against the mischiefs of foreign intrigues; to guard against the impostures of pretended patrio-
tism; this hope will be a full recompense for the solicitude for your welfare, by which they have been
dictated.
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Abrgham Lincoln
2 _A Divided House Cannot Stand

June 17, 1858

Mr. President and gentlemen of the convention:

If we could first know where we are, and whither we are tending, we could better judge ‘what to
do, and how to do it. We are now far into the fifth year since a policy was initiated with the avowed
object, and confident promise, of putting.an end to slavery agitation. Under the operation of that policy,
that agitation not only has not ceased, but has constantly augmented. In my opinion, it will not cease
until a crisis shall have been reached and passed, “A house divided against itself cannot stand.” I
believe this government cannot endure permanently half slave and half free. I do not expect the Union
to be dissolved; I do not expect the house to fall; but I do expect that it will cease to be divided. It will
become all one thing, or all the other. Either the opponents of slavery will arrest the further spread of
it, and place it where the public mind shall rest in the belief that it is in the cdurse of ultimate extinction;
or its advocates will push it forward till it shall become alike lawful in all the States, old as well as new,
North as well as South. Have we no tendency to the latter condition? Let anyone who doubts carefully
contemplate that now almost complete legal combination-piece of machinery, so to speak — com-
pounded of the Nebraska doctrine and the Dred Sqott decision. Let him consider not only what work
the machinery is adapted to do, and how well adapted, but also let him study the history of its con-
struction, and trace, if he can, or rather fail, if he can, to trace the evidences of design and concert of

action among its chief architects from the beginning.
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