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TEBERRRES

FOREWORD

These lyrics wete rendered as a by-product of my PhD thesis Towards a Typology of Love
Dramas and my translation of The Palace of Eternal Youth, a huge play by Hong Sheng, Although
this is an essay in English proficiency, as well as a labour of love, and I am fully conscious that
there will inevitably be etrors, inappropriacy and unevenness, which I feel sure that the native
English-speaking geniuses atound me will readily spot, I, nevertheless, have still made so bold as
to proffer these pieces in their present form. This approach of mine will enable the readers on
each and every page to figure out my own personal image, and feel themselves in my unadorned
company.

This small tome was rushed forth and took its rough shape in the days after I had
submitted my dissertation and was waiting for the viva, and underwent refinement while I was
confined by Fate of misfortune to hospital. The poetic task assisted the restoration of my spitit
at a time when my vitality was critically depleted, and sounded a forceful note on a single
remaining heart-chord, all others having snapped. It also signaled the termination of my exile in
the realms of academe, and, conjured up a verdant oasis in the dusty emotional desert, whete I
had been making my Pilgrimage West under the Red Star, thirsty for all and any forms of life,
colour, enthusiasm, humour and scholarship, ever faced with “grey-brained ideological tyranny”.



(Cla%zicalChincTcaThrovonRhclngc

MAREOECONHENTS
BAI JUYI (HE &) 8
AN ODE TO THE GRASS ON THE ANCIENT PLAIN .....oooiitiienierrireieeeineeecssees s snnesnneesns 8
SONG OF ETERNAL REGRETS .....cocvtvuvieiteetviesneeseesssessaessanssesssseremessesissssssessnsssssssasssssssssnaes 10
CEN SHEN(4%) 20
BY HOT SEA SEEING MR. CUI OFF BACK TO THE CAPITAL .....ccccvvienreeeieerreeeneecaseeennens 20
GOING ACROSS RACING HORSE PLAIN AND RESPECTFULLY SEEING-OFF GRAND
OFFICER FENG ON LEADING FORTH THE ARMY WEST ON A CAMPAIGN......c.cccoennrenninns 22
A SONG OF WHEEL TERRACE TO SEE OFF GRAND OFFICER FENG ON HIS LEADING
FORTH AN ARMY WEST ON A CAMPAIGN........coviviertueertreesreenseessssiesssassenaesssesssnnrsssssssasases 24
ODE TO WHITE SNOW ...eoveeeeeeveessteeneestseassessesseesssesssssssessassseesssassaessesssssisensesssnassnssnanses 26
CHANG JIAN (¥ &) 28
ODE TO THE ZEN REAR-CHAMBER OF BROKEN MOUNT TEMPLE.......c.ccccovtiinnmaniirannnns 28
CHEN TUAN (Bk¥%) 30
RETIRING HOME TO A SECLUDED LIFE ......coviiirieeieeeeeectenentcisenssrnressesesiassssssessss e 30
CHEN YUYI (65 X) 32
REVELLING ON A BRIDGE AND MUSING ON HISTORY ....c..cccimimmiiniiininnenneenenine 32
DAI FUGU (I E ) 34
IN A SKIFF ON A MOONLIT NIGHT .c.uviivieeuierreeneeeerrersoresireerensssesasssssssassnssscsssssssssorsssasaas 34
DU FU (#:H) 36
ASCENDING TO A HIGH PLACE .......ouiiirteeieccreteee e sntesae e sse sttt s sss 36
LOOKING AT SUPREME MOUNTAIN .....cvoviietiraeceetreesseiesssaetsressnsssssesssstasessentenssnssnsnssnss 38
LONGING IN THE SPRING ......vevevieeeuressessessessesssesteanssrsssesssssnesss st sasessesstencssssssensessnssassasns 40
WINDING RIVER ..coeoeiiceee et iraeeieiseteeeimesssnseeeeesaas s ba s e s sa e sasessa s aasaesanessaassssassssennssrensasnness 42
RAIN ON A SPRING NIGHT ....veeveuvieteeierteseseesiaenessesssessssseessenseaassssssassesesssssssassasssrssansasas 44
EXPRESSING INNER THOUGHTS AT NIGHT ON JOURNEY .....occviiiminamniiinieneeeiiiiineennnes 46
THE HIGHEST TOWER OF WHITE IMPERIAL CITY ..ottt 48
A NEWLY RENTED THATCH HUT IN LATE SPRING ......cocovriiiiinieernicniinnenisies s 50



CEDETREE

WALKING ALONE ALONG THE RIVER-PATH AND LOOKING FOR FLOWERS......................... 52
RE-VISITING ....outiiuieeticeirieeeeeceeteeetee st estt et e e et eesee et eeeeeseneesaesssseasesnseessessssesssesssesnseesses 54
NIGHT IN THE WEST TOWER ........couiiieiniiceiiciicttieteeereeee e e eeeeeseestestesssessssesssesssesssessnean 56
DU MU (#:40) 58
ASCENDING MOUNT QI ON THE NINTH.........ccoiervieririreeeeieieeiecreesreesseesseesssesseesssesseesnseens 58
A NIGHT IN AN INN c.o..ovoocevveeesveonesssse s sssss s esssssssesssssessssmsesssssssssssssssssssseses 60
WALK IN MOUNTAIN ......coivteiueeereeerreeersereniseesssesssnseesseessseenseseessssessssessssssssescsssssssssssssseses 62
FAN YUN (&2 &) 64
ARRIVAL AT LINGLING COUNTY ......coocevereereerrerererniesiesnseerseesessseessesssesssssssessssessasessessesass 64
FAN ZHONGYAN (T fH¥E) 66
BLEAK FRONTIER.........cuciiiiireeeieeeeeensseeeessseseessseeesesssssesossssessessssessssssssssssssssssssssssssansesssns 66
GAO ZHU (W ¥) 68
MOURNING FESTIVAL.......uuuituriieiiieiiieereeeereeeesssstsseeesssssessssasesssessessnsssssssesessesssssssesssesssnns 68
HAN YU (8 8) 70
MOUNTAIN ROCKS ......cotieieerieeiteeneritesiseasseansesseesseessesssnsssesssessnsessenssassseesansssessssssssessessses 70
HE XUN ({ii#) 72
FAREWELL TO HU XING’ AN AT NIGHT .........ooiitioreeiiereenrenciesnnessreessesssesesesssesssesssssoscsssnsons 72
HUANG TINGJIAN (KEE) 74
ODE TO A NARCISSUS......coouiiiuiiitereeeteesreetiesseesessasseessesoscessuessesasesasesssessaesssssaaessesssasssass 74
ASCENDING KUAITOWER .......cooeirtreriieniieniieitiecressteesaesssesseessesssessnssssssssssssesssssssasssesoneseses 76
LI BAI (LI PO, ZE[) 78
IN MEMORY OF THE PRINCESS OF QIN ........oeoeitircieaiiennteneteesitesnecessnesssnscssresssseesssnssones 78
HEARING THE FLUTE ON A SPRING NIGHT ........coiiiiiiiiiiiiriirreeneeeencsnnsnereecsssscsssennessessessoens 80
HURRY YOUR DRINK! .....uuttiiiiiiieiieeiiieretieresiosteeeeeseseessessssceseecessasssseeseesssssssnnannessssassssssnes 82
DRINKING SOLITARY UNDER THE MOON .....cooiooiiiieirreerrnreeeenieeeeenintssesinaessssnsissssssssesnens 86
LI QINGZHAO (& R) 88
POET’S VOYAGE.....coiiitirrererceeeeetererrnrseesessseessesssssssasemcesssssessssssasssssasaassssssssssssssssassnsensosssns 88
THE SINGLE WORD FOR THE SCENE.......cuiceterrerreeurersnssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssisssssssssssssssns 90
BLOSSOM’S FADING .....ccctttutieeiirerrrrsioreecesereermnesssssesssesssssssseisssssssssassssssasansssssssssssssannanrnsssss 92
WINE, CHRYSANTHEMUMS AND LOVE-SORROW .............................................................. 94
LLOVE’ WOES...ccttiiiititcceieereieerreesesnnsnreeraseserssnrersssessssssssessosssessesssssessnssssmsarsessnsssssanansasnanonsss 98
LOST IN THE LOTUSES....cottutueeiieeererrennaereerssssmrsssnescssecssssrisisessstsssssnsscessssssssnssssssssssenssssss 100



Clariceal itnes Tnsugh The her

LI SHANGYIN (ZEH8) 102
NORTHERN GREEN WISTARIA .....coorvevenrereerireriiterereeseeessnsnssessesssesssiosssessessossssssessssasessnes 102
UNTITLED FOR AMOUR ....voiieiiieiiiicieiseesieisesiesiseesssesssesssnsssssssssssssnnsssnssssssassnssssssssasessane 104
ASCENDING THE PLAIN OF MERRY ROAMING......cccovcveeirtrireertereeecreineeeerreeseeensnsescnnnrens 106

LIYU (#8) 108
BOUDOIR IN AUTUMN ....tttutiiiinreeererieeeeeseeeersssessrsssserssssessssrsssssasssssostssesssnssassnsarsssssnessanses 108
ROUGE AND TEAR ....cvuiiietiiiiiereiiitiitteirtiraseesisesrsessnessaneeersesaseeressesnsssssssssressnsssnssssnsssnnsss 110
SADNESS OF SEPARATION ....ccuuctuieeeeerrrsrenressseeerserresssseseseerestssssssssssssssassssssssssssnssssnssssessss 112
BLEAK SPRING ...uuiivvvieiiietsiieteresteeemseerssnsseresssersessssssssssssssssssnssssnssessesssessansssssassnsssnnsssassass 116
CAPTIVE’ S WOES ...uuuuuuuuteuusesnnessessssssssssesssssssssessssssssssssnssssssessrssssssssssessssrmstssmssesssssmmsssnnnns 120

LIN BU (%) 122
A WEE PLUM-TREE IN THE MOUNTAIN GARDEN .......cccccituieieiierrerncrreeerossaeessrssnasssssssnesses 122

LIU KEZHUANG (X5 FE) 124
IMOON SOJOURN....cccereeerereeresssssssessisssscessssessssssreessssssesssssasenarsasssssssssesssnassssnnsssssessasssssss 124

LIU YONG (#K) 126
LOVERS’ PARTING OUTSIDE THE TOWN ....cooriiititiiiiireeiieneinrernieeeeesssessnseresersassscnmnsssesssanres 126
AUTUMN LONGINGS FOR A FAIR BELOVED .....coviiiiiiiirerereeereeerieeeetnnrnsrssesssnansssssssssnsssases 128

LU YOU (flii) 130
ODE TO PLUM BLOSSOM ...ouveeiiiirieerenrecesisreeecesseresssseesssssasssnssssssssnnssssssssssssnsssasssssssssssses 130

MA ZHIYUAN (5 30%) 132
AUTUMNAL MEDITATION ....ccvuteuiieeertncrrnersssessessesnrsesssssonsesssssssssssssssssssssessssssssssssnssasssss 132
RETURNING SALLS...c..veeettreeissueestesseeersesssesssesssssssessaessasssessssssssssnessansssssessssasssssssesssnerssssnns 134
AUTUMNAL MEDITATION ....o.ccvtvtueeriurerereseneeessssesessnnssssstsossssssssssssrssssscrensessansensasssssssssssses 136

MEI YAOCHENG (38 ) 142
ON MOUNT LU reeeieeveeeseesseeeessstessssssssesessssssesnsssesasesessssnssassnnssesssnsesssssassssssasssssssssessonssnes 142

MENG HAOYAN (&%) 144
SPRING DAWN ..ot iiiireeeetereeeesreastsssssssserrasssrnnsstsensssssersstasressssstsnssessassnsstnnssassssssssssosssasssns 144
SPENDING A NIGHT ON THE RIVER AT JIANDE .....covvotieveeiinsiineniensiinisinsssessassssnssesssonsees 146

OUYANG XIU (BxFi#) 148
SONG OF WEST LAKE IN SPRING DEDICATED TO LAW OFFICER XIE........cccecunsunrnrasesnennes 148
PLAYFUL REPLY TO DING YUANZHEN ......ooeiiieeriaernrscrireninirsstisstniesnsssssssssnesssnsosornssssesss 150
WARBLING BIRDS....cecootieieeietcecrerissseessesssssessssesssressstesassesssssessessssnssssnssssssssssnsssaessssssssates 152



DEBRERREE

QIAO JI 3F%) 156
SEEKING PLUM BLOSSOM ....ccooiiiiiiiietiiieceieenitteneeeeessesessesenseeesesessnssssssesesesssssssnsessessesens 156
QIN GUAN (FER) 158
IMMORTAL LOVERS ON MAGPIE BRIDGE ..........cuvtiiiiiiiniiinineerierssenrsesreeerssscessssssnesssssssses 158
SEASON’S CHANGE ... cevvvvveiececcssreevessrecesssssssnrsssersssssransesssseserssssnssssssesssssensssssssssnssussssses 160
RUAN JI (Bt #¥) 162
UNBOSOMING MY FEELINGS .o.cvvvecueeuecsreseriesssronserssassssessssssssssssssssssssassosssssssssssssssssssnssses 162
SHEN QUANQI Zt£2#) 164
BEFORE THE BATTLE BY DRAGON TOWN ......ccvumiieinriererniveeennesaeecssarsressonssssssnsssssssassas 164
SONG QI (R1F) 166
FLOWER FALLEN .....ccociuvviiiettieereisneeesssnnsessssasesssssssesssstassssssassesssssssssssssssssnsecsssssassssssssnsens 166
SPRING EXCURSION ...ccuutiiietiereveeieressisresssreersrsessassssesssssnssssansssssssssssssnssssssnssssssssssssssassases 168
SU SHI (F¥) 4 170
REMINISCENCE OF OLDEN TIMES AT THE RED CLIFF .......cccocvieiiveeieseseensssssneessssesssesiessses 170
MOON AND LOVE-PRAYER .....ccuuuciruurierrriiiererniseesrsnrossesussressresssessessssssssssarsssssassssssssnsrassans 172
BROODINGS AT NIGHT WITH WINE .....cccouveerruerreesnrreemsrneessonersssmssesssssensessssnssssssnssssannans 176
TAO YUANMING (P3N 8H) ‘ 178
RETURN TO IDYLLIC LIFE.....uvtiiieitieeeriereeesrneesssnessseanaesssseresssnenssssssanssesssssssssssnsssssanassas 178
DIRINKING ..ovuivnneresnieesssenseessssenssssssesssssssssssssessessssesrssstnessssasssnsssssssssssssssessersassstvossasosnasses 180
WANG ANSHI (E£A) 182
NOSTALGIA AT THE ANCIENT GOLDEN SEPULCHERS. .....ccccicettimrmtneeriissssrssanessresesssnnnaenes 182
WANG WEI (£ ) ' 184
PLEASURE OF PASTORAL LIFE ........oooiiiiiieeiieerieesteeeeseresaeessesssssesssessssenssssesssssssssssssaaenanes 184
TO PELDI ..ooooeiceeeeeveeeeeesssesteeeessesesssssesseseasssnssssessasassssssssssassessssensanstessssssssssnesssssasssnuaneess 186
BACK TO CENTRAL MOUNTAIN.........veevurereerrremeseressscarsosssrsisisserssssssrssssssrtsssassrssssssstnsssses 188
REPLY TO ZHANG SHAOFU ......cooivrvvrernrernrarseessessssesesssanssssssessssssssssssssssssssssanssssssssssassssasses 190
HUNTING. ...c.ccveeirstncsrsaessosssssesssssessasssssesssossssssssresassssssssensstnssssasssssssssssnssssstbsrnstssssssnsrosssnes 192
ON AN AUTUMN EVENING DWELLING IN THE MOUNTAINS ...ovvvrreeerereerrrreeresssseenssssosssons 194
WANG ZHIHUAN (E2 %) 196

ASCENDING STORK TOWER ......ovvtieerveeeesisrnsersrsaeesssssessssstsssssssecssssnssssssssssasssnssassnansssssasss 196



Clateal Chinase Tveogh The pey

WEI YINGWU (5 84)

TO THE DAOIST ON PEPPER MOUNTAIN .....covviinmriniiininrninncincnnrens

..............................

WEN TINGYUN (52 %)

CROSSING THE RIVER SOUTHWARD TO L1 PREFECTURE ...................
JADE DULCIMER WOES......ccovcetiiiiiiiiiiiniiniiimnentieeesnitnessinaassensenses

WU WENYING (R3X3%)

..............................

..............................

LOVE-YEARNING ON THE PURE-BRIGHT FESTIVAL .......ccccccocuiiimnnnen.
STROLLING ON SPIRIT CRAGS IN THE COMPANY OF GENERAL
GENTLEMEN......ccoovierirririnsineiirinntreesessssessesasessssnssesansssssisnssesssunsessns

XIN QIJI GEFEK)

YU AND OTHER

..............................

NOCTURNAL WALK ALONG YELLOW SAND ROAD ........ccoeuvvrvurirnnen
HOLDING BACK SPRING, AND LOVE’S CARES.........cccoovvivuimueenuinnnens
HEART S BASE ...ovoiviteritivsrereecreecssessnssasesssessessesstsssssesnsssnsssessssssses
TALKING OF THE WEATHER.........tvirerenteeseerenrennseersisenissesssansnsanssinns
SLEEPING ALONE IN WANG’S HUT ON BO-MOUNTAIN .........cccourmnenn
IDYLLIC SCENES WITH FAINT WORRY IN THE TAIL ....cc.cooviiniinninnns

..............................

..............................

..............................

..............................

..............................

XUE TAO (B3%)
SEE MY FRIEND OFF....ccuiivviiitreimrnaernesiensseniimenosesssrisstiesenassissanssons
YAN SHU (2%)

..............................

THE FLORAL PATH AT SUNSET ...coieetvveeeeireereereeressreesseseessasssessssnsaes
How TO HOLD BACK THE WILLOW FLOSS .....ovvveeiiniiieeienieeennnees

..............................

YE QINGCHEN (Hi# )

STAYING LLONGER........ouveciiiiiiirtitiniiensieneeretiitans e cttnsnsassssesnessannnnanes

..............................

YE SHI (H3&)

FAILING TO ENTER THE GARDEN ....ovtviieirirrireeeeriiiconnrneesinneesssnsaens

YUE FEI (£ ¥)

..............................

AVENGING CHINA ..cooiiiieiieeiriiciiiiininiirinir e s ssstisanssseasanaanes

ZENG GONGLIANG (¥ AF)

SPENDING THE NIGHT IN THE DORMITORY OF SWEET-DEW TEMPLE

198
198
200

200
202

204
204



DEBREREE

ZHANG JIULING (Fkh@8) 236
GAZING AT THE MOON AND THINKING AFAR ......ccoevevereereeneneerirereseetieeeessenessesseseeneens 236
ZHANG KEJIU (3" A) , 238
LATE SPRING ....ccovveerurererueeerueressesereesssesssesessesssssessssossssessnssesssesssssessssssssssossssssonsesssesnn 238
BUDDHIST MONASTERY OF THE CASCADE OF HEAVENLY TERRACE ........cooeveierreeennenne. 240
ZHANG RUOXU (JE i) 242
SPRING RIVER ON A NIGHT OF BLOSSOMS AND FLOWERS. .........cccvvverveenrreinreinnreinneennnns 242
ZHANG XIAN (%) 246
REGRETS AT SPRING S PASSING ......coovieiiieriireenrieenirresseessseesssesssssesssseessssessssesssessssnenasnes 246
TLOVESICK ...oeeeveeennrrrreeeeiisesnrreeeeeesessssssnsssessessssssssesessessssssssssssesssssssssasseessassssnsassssssssssssnnns 248
ZHANG XIAOXIANG (F#) 250
DRINKING ON A BOAT .......ooooummmmsnsnnnenereseesssssssssssssssssssssssssessssesssssssssssssssssssssssssssessees 250
ZHOU BANGYAN (F3fE) 252
FADED THE ROSE .......covettetitietiiiniiiteeresiiesssnnnesessssessersssnsesssssssnnsssressssasnsesenssessomsassnsssnes 252
WILLOWS ...coiieeecteirieeseteesiteeessaesssaeessaeasssesssesesaeseseesaseeseuesssbeesassesensaesaneesaseesnsssasnensases 256



ClaYZicallChinccthtov o hRThcINgcH

An Ode to the Grass on the Ancient Plain
(Fu-de guyuan-cao songbie)

By Bai Juyi (772-846)

On the plain rampant grasses grow,

Yearly decline and flourishing they undergo.

Not burnt out by the wild fire glows,

They come to as spring wind blows.

Their far-reaching fragrance invades old roads, dnﬁ down,
Their bright verdancy reaches the deserted town.

Once more 1 am bidding my noble friends adien,

Farewell emotions brimming over the grasses anew.
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Song of Eternal Regrets
(Changhen ge)

By Bai Juyi (772—864)

The Emperor fancied for the fair sex and longed for a peerless one,
Seeking many years in his reign e has yet obtained none.

A daughter of the Yangs has just grown mature,

In the depths of her maiden boudoir has not yet been discovered.

Her beauty borne of heaven makes it hard to keep obscure,

Eventually she is chosen and sent beside the emperor.

Looking over her shoulder she produces charm in a hundred styles,

W hile all ladies in the sixc Consorts Palaces lose grace and colonr.

In the chilly spring she is awarded a bath in the Floral-Limpid-Pool,
The smooth water in the warm fountain washes off ber glossy cream.

In languor and lassitude she is helped up by the maids,

1t is now that she commences to bear the imperial favour.

With cloud-like hair and flower-like face she wears hair ornaments swaying,
In the warm lotus-bed-tent they spend the spring night.

The spring night is pitiably short and the sun rises high,

From now on the monarch never goes to the conrt on time.

For his pleasure she is present at banquets and has no idle hour,
Following him on the vernal excursion she monapolies every single night.
Fair ladies in the Consorts Palaces amount fo three thousand,

And all favours for them now fall on her single body alone.

Dressed up in the golden chamber she serves bim tenderly in the evening,
At the feast in the jade tower her drunkenness is mingled with the spring.
Titles are conferred on her brother and sisters both,

Honour and grace approach the gate of Yangs' mansion.
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Al parents under heaven change their ideas:

Daughters should be valued more than sons!

L Palace enters high into the blue clouds,

The fatry music drifting with breege is heard everywbere.
Her leisurely tune and calm dance lull the music,

The monarch gazes at her everyday, never satiated.

War drams bang in Fi:/)ing Town and come shaking the earth,
Her dance “Rainbow Skirt and Feather Garment” is startled, uncompleted.
Dust and smoke arise from gates after gates and walls of imperial precinct,
Numerous carriages are heading south-west with the throne.
Swaying, the feathered banners advance, only to hals,

It’s been over a hundred miles from the capitals' gates.

A bitter regret! the armies all refuse to march on,

Till she writhes and dies in front of their steeds.

Her golden florets are abandoned onto the ground,

Her jade hairpins drop, and are ignored.

The helpless monarch can but bury bis face in both hands,
Looking over his shoulder, he sheds tears mixed with blood.
Yellow dust flies scattering and wind rustles,

Around the wooden roads up in the clouds

As be ascends Sword Pavilion.

Down at the foot of Mount E-mei few peaple travel,

Flags lose their colour and the sun turns pallid.

Rivers are ever emerald and mountains ever verdant,

The same way the sovereign’s feelings day and night.

On the journey he sees the moon of heart-breaking hue,

At night be hears the bells' gut-twisting sounds.

The sky swirls and the sun spins when the throne beads back,
The Emperor tarvies by her tomb, reluctant to leave.

In the clay at the foot of Horse Slope,

The beauty be abandoned is no longer to be seen.
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