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BEERAMNE, BERRANEN, UEHHTARE R
£, RRFRTHBAL, AARUETAREBEARRAS
ZARBIBHE,

BNEBHEFEFEEIARRREE, . TEFEXF
B BEMAWELERER,; WLEABLE; mRAK
MEARY, FLBRER; KRERDZH; LEFHHH
iy FTERDET; 2ERE, RERE -+,

© BiERIHES

EXAARE, BEFPAERIENMESS, EBENE
W A, An# The FFANSSFE, . '

big fish eat little fish

the bigger they are, the harder they fall

a bird in the hand is worth two in the bush

a bird never flew on one wing

too much of a good thing is worse than none at all
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toot your own horn lest the same be never tooted

to the pure all things are pure

B ARAR I GRERBE, HAEENL T, BHEHA
fosh A4 €71 %

© EEHEX

EBELFBEZREHEATEEX, HEEEABESXY
B, .

pride goes before a fall Hi&E MM

Arrogance and over confidence often lead to hamiliation or

disaster; often used as a warning... HIBR IS DBEEHESHEE
KM ; FERRERBIA

uneasy lies the head that wears a crown

RERENBRAAVRT; BEEAINAXRETE

Those in power are weighed down by responsibility, feelings
of insecurity, or fears of losing their posilion and can never rest

casy.. MERNWARSRE, FLLBABOHXERBNEN,
MFATEMBIIAR

© #i

HET-BHGREATENRE, AATREEREX
¥R, BREIALAREER, W

boys will be boys SBEMBBY; BWHH
Boys must be forgiven for their bad or boisterous behavior;
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also used ironically when grown men behave in an irresponsibie or
childish manner: “Aunt Sally was a good deal uneasy; but Uncle
Silas he said there warn’t no occasion to be—boys will be boys,
he said, and you'll see this one turn up in the morning all sound
and right” (Mark Twain, Huckleberry Finn, 1884). SBiSiL3
WARMZRZE; WEATHARARERZTS, T NREL B,
218 ‘s EAR, BEAHNAR, BADLENSRE-—
e, BLMEBZR, PRER, MREBD, XAFTE/XBEITXE
F77 (B -HR, (G5O -SHICY, 1884)

a good name is sooner lost than won BFEEBREREES
2
It takes a lot of time and effort to earn a good name for your-

self, but you can lose it in an instant with a single foolish act:
Think carefully before you get involved in anything that is not
strictly legal — remember that a good name is sooner lost than
won. NIFECESEZFERRSNEIEH, BEREE—1BE
825, IT—RENZENEH: EEA U RBRETESENER
DRIRZ=R—C, BREBREREESTS.

© Hab
WEBBEAHS LESRETREE,
every man is his own worst evemy 8P ARITOHA RS

o
... The proverb was first recorded in Thomas Browne's Reli-

gio Medici (1643) - - FEEH - M (— T BEEHORHSM)
3
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(1643) BRBICR S XFEiBo

every man is the architect of his own fortune HTARBCH
EEvgitIm

... The proverb is attributed to the Roman politician Appius
Claudius Caecus, who held the post of censor from 312 B.C. to
308 B.C. - RXFEBBRRBOSEBHEMAROHT - =H N -
BENE, RHMKEATAI 312 FF 308 FRIEESERES.

AE, BEREGE, W

the leopard can't change its spots FFNERENTRTH;
TS, RMER.

... The proverb is of biblical origin: “Can the Ethiopian
change his skin, or the leopard his spots?” (Jeremiah 13:23)
------ XOBESIBER: "OXASEIERKRE? DSEHTHR
1B (ERAIK 13:23)

a rose by any other name would smell as sweet HREAE
HUHARY, RERBLEN.

... The proverb comes from Shakespeare’s play Romeo and
Juliet (2:2): “What's in a name? that which we call a rose /By
any other name would smell as sweet.” - EsHaw Tt
TXREI (SBRSKMHY (2:2): “JIFWEB THA? BIERZFBER
8, ANEMBFEER—ESE"

AUEBERERG T, W

garbage in, garbage out H#OVBWIEK, HEVHRWE; &B%
B Ek.

4



il

Al

...First recorded in 1964, the proverb originally referred to
computer input and output, and is still used in that context, often
in the form of the acronym GIGO. - HZERELHMT 1964
&, RPZEBMVEANEY, USHakER TER, BAFLNT
SKEFREREL GIGO Hill.

if it ain't broke, dont fix it WRKRARBIR, IRBIAIEBE.

... The proverb was first recorded in 1977, popularized by
Bert Lance, director of the Office of Management and Budget in
President Jimmy Carters Administration. - B RE T 1977
ERER, BFE5X FREFANBRER. THSHEBEKONE-
=HHS IR ET XK.

it takes a village to raise a child 2R NF5REEE)LERH .

...Of African origin, the proverb was popularized by Hillary
Clinton, wife of President Bill Clinton, in the mid—1990s. -
WEBLEEFEMN, BTFEESAL/R - THRNE S HAIR - RIS
ARM&EBH X,

HELHTBE “BRWLT” MAKEH, WEHTRBIE
REHAGEH, BAASHBEFELTOLES, FHAHLR
ERG|TEBEC AR EXFRER -5,

first impressions are the most lasting B—EIRBIFA,

...The proverb was first recorded in William Congreve’s play
The Way of the World (1700) in the form “There is a great deal in

the first impression.” -+ 2B RN Tk - RIS R RHXKE!
(OIthiE) (1770), ZEIRIETNR: “B—HRABRIE."



BB ERBUIN
EEREMIZHENH R LRIIBEmEREL, WE
FIEMBGELRTRE, Rz, KA EHXAARIRW
HEUTEEAE
nature abhors a vacuum XERERRASRE; BREENS.
...Of ancient origin, the proverb was first recorded in English

in 1551, in Thomas Cranmer's Answer to Gardiner: “Naturall rea-
son abhorreth vacuum.” - wEEHe e, BOLTFEEH-
R=R 1551 FRRXER (BNRR), RXN: ‘BRNBEMEEE
o

a cat has nine lives BENEK®D,

... The proverb was first recorded in 1546 in the form “A
woman has nine lives like a cat.” - - BN T 1546 £F,
RXA: “TANB—FENFR0."

O EENTRIAE
EXELAERBZELRBHATRER, .

a word to the wise is sufficient NIBBARDEW, BBEREB
Eie; BBATREBE,

WiBERNERHAR: aword is enough to the wise.
RKARANFBENTE, MM BAE, .

once a thief always a thief MFTRE, BHARTIZR.

...Other words may be substituted for thief, such as crook ,
drunkard, fool, or whore, and the proverb is occasionally ap-
plied to those with enduring virtues rather than persistent vices,

6
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asin “Once a lady, always a lady.” -+ ‘W FSHOREMS

K&, W TR B, BV 3 B, B, WREXEE
FEBIEHANE, MERANE, U “—BRRE, KETRI”

to err is human, to forgive divine AR, BRALE.
...A modern facetious variant is “To err is human, but to re-

ally foul things up requires a computer.” ----- M —HITERNE
HERZ: “WEREAM, BRHIICSERBREE—68BK.”

© B8R

EFEMFSERFEEERAWFTHAERLE, HRHE

%W, 4. A word is enough to the wise. % & A WORD TO THE
WISE IS SUFFICIENT,

© & WHENEREE
REMAUSHAR S XHBEFARELNEKR, W

actions speak louder than words.  {FabEE =1L,

Proverb expressing similar meaning: DEEDS ARE FRUITS,

WORDS ARE BUT LEAVES. RIXBLISNENEE: “THRRX, SiE
[SES Ul

absence makes the heart grow fonder

DRMERMER; N3
REHTIE

Proverb expressing opposite meaning: OUT OF SIGHT, OUT OF
MIND. REAMERSNENEE: BARLRZ.

© R3l
AAREER T AN E
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absence is the mother of disillusion
PMRORZ G, AERBREN A
period of separation may enable you to
consider people or things more objec-
tively and see them in a truer but less
favorable light: While her boyfriend
was away she became increasingly aware
of all his little faults, which she had
ignored when they were together — ab-
sence is the mother of disillusion. The
proverb is recorded as a regional ex-
pression in the United States.

absence makes the heart grow fonder
DREEMER, NIBEFE  Your af-
fection for those close to you — family
and friends — increases when you are
parted from them: “... meantime he
exhorts me to the exercise of patience,
‘that first of woman’s virtues,’ and
desires me to remember the - saying,
‘ Absence makes the heart grow
fonder,’ and comfort myself with the
assurance that the longer he stays away
the better he shall love me when he re-
turns” (Anne Bronté, Tenant of Wild-

fell Hall, 1848). The proverb was first
recorded c. 1850, but the sentiment is
expressed in earlier literature — for
exampie, by James Howell (15937—
1666), who wrote “Distance sometimes
endears friendship, and absence sweet-
eneth it.” Compare Sextus Propertius
(c. 54 B.C.— 2 A.D.), “semper in ab-
sentes felicior aestus amantes [ passion is
always warmer toward absent lovers].”

Proverb expressing opposite mean-
ing: OUT OF SIGHT, OUT OF MIND.

the absent are alv)ays in the wrong
TEHELTBH See HE WHO Is AB.

SENT IS ALWAYS IN THE WRONG.

the absent are never without fault
nor the present without excuse R
EFEXTAERE, EHERERAE

00 See HE WHO IS ABSENT IS ALWAYS
IN THE WRONG.

accidents will happen in the best-reg-
ulated families WEBFNREHE
BERH WETR, HF % No mat-

ter how careful you are, you may still

1



action is worry's worst enemy

do something by accident or mistake;
often used to console somebody who
has done such a thing: “*Copperfield, ’
said Mr. Micawber, ‘accidents will oc-
cur in the best-regulated families; and
in families not regulated by... the in-
fluence of Woman, in the lofty charac-
ter of Wife, they must be expected
with confidence, and must be borne
with philosophy >” (Charles Dickens,
David Copperfield, 1850). The proverb
was first recorded in George Colman’s
play Deuce Is in Him (1763) in the
shorter form “accidents will happen.”
Variant of this proverb: accidents
will happen in the best of families.

action is worry’s worst enemy {J&)
BB (THRTBRMNBH

You can banish anxiety by keeping
busy and active, or by taking action to
solve the problem that is worrying you:
Action is worry’s worst enemy, so don’t
just sit there brooding—do something!

actions speak louder than words {J
EIM¥EEIE  What you do is more im-
portant than what you say, or what you
promise to do: “The gallant foreigner,
who could not tell them how he sympa-
thized with them, but whose actions
spoke louder than words” (F. McCul-
lagh, With the Cossacks, 1906). The
first recorded use of the proverb, in
the form “actions are more precious
than words,” was in a speech by the
English politician John Pym in 1628.

2

Its current form is of U.S.origin.

Proverb expressing similar mean-
ing: DEEDS ARE FRUITS, WORDS ARE BUT
LEAVES.

action without thought is like shoot-
ing without aim REBENITHAN
TAMK; WIFTEBIEM  Think be-
fore you act in order to achieve the best
results: Disregarding the proverb that
action without thought is like shooting
without aim, he went straight out and
bought a computer that proved to be
totally unsuitable for his needs.

Proverb expressing similar mean-
ing: LOOK BEFORE YOU LEAP.

adventures are to the adventurous
BERRNOAZTRHR; RPHLTM
M Those who are not bold, and who
take no risks, will not have exciting
lives or achieve spectacular things: “He
told himself that adventure was to the
adventurous. ... If he could not make
the effort for the small he would miss
the big adventure” ( Thomas Hinde,
Mr. Nicholas, 1952). The proverb was
first recorded in Benjamin Disraeli’s
Coningsby (1844).

adversity makes strange bedfellows

REWLEMKBS BRTHE In times
of hardship or misfortune people often
befriend or form alliances with those
whose company they would normally
avoid: The merger of the two companies
surprised everybody, but these are hard



the age of miracles is past

times for the industry and adversity
makes strange bedfellows. The proverb
was first recorded in Shakespeare’s
play The Tempest (2:2) in the form
“Misery acquaints a man with strange
bedfellows. ”

Variants of this proverb: misery
makes strange bedfellows; poverty
makes strange bedfellows.

after a storm comes a calm B|FEZ
BHETEH; LXMW A period of
anger or trouble is usually followed by
a period of relative peace: “After a
storm comes a calm. Wearied with a
former blustering they began now to
repose themselves in a sad silence”
(Thomas Fuller, Church History of
Britain, 1655). The proverb was first
recorded in this form in 1582, but the
sentiment it expresses is found in writ-
ing more than 200 years earlier. It has
given rise to the cliché the calm before
the storm, which reverses the order of
things and describes a period of peace
before an upheaval.

Proverbs expressing similar mean-

ing : THE DARKEST HOUR IS JUST BEFORE
DAWN; WHEN THINGS ARE AT THE
WORST THEY BEGIN TO MEND.

after dinner rest awhile, after supper
walk a mile ERZEEKR, BE2
EEM It is best for the digestion to
rest after a heavy meal and take some
exercise after a light meal: “As the
proverb says, for health sake, after
dinner, or rather after supper, willing-

ly then I'll walk a mile to hear thee”
( Philip Massinger, The Unnatural
Combat, 1639). The proverb was first
recorded in 1582 in a slightly different
form, with talk in place of rest.

Variant of this proverb: after din-
ner sit awhile, after supper walk a
mile.

age before beauty FKELTREZN
5% .KEME  Older people have prece-
dence over those who are younger and
more attractive; said when standing
back to let another person go first or
when pushing in ahead of somebody:
“Age before beauty,” she said as she
stepped in front of the young woman at
the head of the line. The proverb was
first recorded in 1843. Facetious retorts
or extensions to the proverb include
“Beauty before the beast,” “Grace be-
fore meat, "and “Pearls before swine.”

the age of miracles is past FFRE
ERYE: YSEFE Miracles no
longer happen; used when some desir-
able occurrence seems highly unlikely:
I didn’t expect the authorities to take
any action in response to my complaint
— the age of miracles is past. The
proverb occurs in Shakespeare’s play
All’s Well that Ends Well (2:3) in the
form “They say miracles are past,”
which implies that it is of earlier ori-
gin.

Proverb expressing opposite mean-
ing: WONDERS WILL NEVER CEASE!



alcohol will preserve anything but a secret

alcohol will preserve anything but a
secret FBRAERE; BELL AN

People have a tendency to talk too
freely and become indiscreet when they
are drunk: I hoped that he would not
have too much to drink at the reception
—I had told him about Kate’s pregnan-
cy in confidence, and it’s well known
that alcohol will preserve anything but a
secret. The proverb is recorded as a re-
gional expression in the United States.

all animals are equal, but some are
more equal than others —iI& W
1%, BEVRWELE In asociety or
organization where all are supposedly
equal, it is often the case that some
have special privileges, or greater pow-
er than others: “Thus, even on the
night of such personal triumph, Jason
Gilbert was once again reminded that
although all Harvard undergraduates
are equal, some are more equal than
others” (Erich Segal, The Class, 1985).
Other words may be substituted for an-
imals, as in the above quotation. The
proverb comes from George Orwell’s
novel Animal Farm (1945), where it is
the ultimate slogan of a supposedly
egalitarian regime set up by the animals
of a farm, which gradually becomes as
tyrannical as the human omne it re-
placed.

Proverb expressing similar mean-
ing: ALL MEN ARE CREATED EQUAL.

all arts are brothers, each is a light to

4

the other —IZRERE, MAETFE
The arts should not be considered as
separate entities but as parts of one
whole, each complementing and lead-
ing to a better understanding and ap-
preciation of the others: Looking at a
great painting can move me in the same
way as listening to a fine piece of music
— they say all arts are brothers. The
proverb was first recorded in 1847.

Variant of this proverb: all arts
are one, all branches on one tree.

all bad things come in threes —tJiF
IO = RRPIT See THINGS COME

IN THREES.

all cats are gray in the dark RIS
BRIAHN; RBKSH People have
no distinguishing features, and their
appearance becomes unimportant, in
the dark; sometimes used with refer-
ence to a person’s choice of sexual part-
ner: “You forgot that all cats are grey
in the dark and so are uniformed po-
licemen” (Jonathan Ross, Dark Blue
and Dangerous, 1981). The proverb
was first recorded in this form in 1596.
It was used with sexual connotations in
a letter written by Benjamin Franklin
in 1745:“And as in the dark all Cats are
grey, the Pleasure of corporal Enjoy-
ment with an old Woman is at least
equal, and frequently superior.”
Variants of this proverb: all cats
are black at night; at night all cats are

gray.



all is grist that comes to the mill

all chiefs and no Indians T1HEE
KBEHEZAN,BZRND  See ToO
MANY CHIEFS AND NOT ENOUGH INDI-
ANS.

all commend patience, but none can
endure to suffer AAMERBE, TA
BEEBRBM It is far easier to tell some-
body else to be patient than to be pa-
tient yourself: She said I should wait
and see, but it was difficult to take her
advice — all commend patience, but
none can endure to suffer. The proverb
was first recorded in 1948 in a U.S.
proverb collection.

all good things come in threes —1tJ
BEEB= RBEZETEE  Se

THINGS COME IN THREES.

all good things come to those who
wait WLBTDNTFETER  See aL

THINGS COME TO THOSE WHO AWIT.

all good things must come to an end
—FERIER; FRBMIG; XK
TEETRMO®ESE Nothing lasts for-
ever; often said resignedly when a
pleasant experience or sequence of
events finally ends: We had had a won-
derful vacation, but all good things
must come to an end. The proverb was
first recorded c.1440:“Ye wote wele of
all thing moste be an ende”( Partonope
of Blois). The word good was probably
not added until the 19th or early 20th
century.

all is fish that comes to the net U#

MENSHES; B INHERE  Any-
thing that comes along is accepted and
turned to advantage: “I don’t know that
she cares for one more than the other.
There are a couple of young Air Force
chaps too. I fancy all’s fish that comes
to her net at present”(Agatha Christie,
Murder in Mesopotamia, 1936). First
recorded c. 1520, the proverb is some-
times applied to a particular person by
substituting my, his, her, and so on for

-the, as in this example.

Proverb expressing similar mean-

ing: ALL IS GRIST THAT COMES TO THE
MILL.

all is grist that comes to the mill 3%
DEENBREERBHOISY; EARD
FCEM  Everything, no matter how
small or unpromising, can be put to
use: She carried a notebook and pencil
with her wherever she went— for a writ-
er, all is grist that comes to the mill.
The proverb was first recorded, with
slightly different wording, in 1655. It
also occurs with my, his, her, and so
on in place of the and in the figurative
phrase grist to the mill, as in Charles
Dickens’s novel A Tale of Two Cities
(1859) : “The clearance was effected at
last; the Stryver arrears were hand-
somely fetched up; everything was got
rid of until November should come
with its fogs atmospheric, and fogs le-
gal, and bring grist to the mill again.”
Grist is grain brought to a mill to be
ground.



