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PREFACE

inan is the capital and political, eco-

nomical, scientific and cultural center

of Shandong Province. It has an area

of 8,227 square kilometers and a popu-
lation of 5. 32 million. Under its jurisdiction
there are five urban districts, a city and four
counties. The Yellow River flows through the
province and Mount Tai rises in the southern part
of it. In 1990 the State Council designated it as a
part of the Coastal Economic Development
Zone. Jinan is named by the central government
a model for its cieanness and listed among the top
50 cities with the highest economic indexes and
among the 40 best cities for environmental pro-
tection in China.

Jinan has a history of more than 2,600 years
and is the birthplace of Longshan Culture. There
are many historic and scenic sites such as Daming
Lake, Baotu Spring, Five-Dragon Pool, 1, 000-
Buddha Mountain, Lingyan Temple, Wufeng
Mountain and Simen Pagoda. The area has a
great number of springs. In ancient times Jinan
was described as “every house has a spring and
sweeping willow trees.”

Transport and communications are conve-
nient. Two main railway lines from Beijing to
Shanghai and from Qingdao to Jinan join in
Jinan. Two dozen domestic and intcrnational air
routes radiate from the well-equipped airport; a
new expressway has shortened the travel time by

four hours beteen Jinan and Qingdao.
Telephone, telex and telegraph can reach 210
cities in 158 countries and regions. A network of
international postal service covers more than 70
countries and regions.

Jinan’ s industries of machinery, textiles,
metallurgy, chemistry, light industry,
foodstuffs, building materials and automobiles
are the best in Shandong Province. They also
take an important place in the whole country.
The 2, 000 industrial enterprises produce more
than 80 major products such as heavy duty
trucks, machine tools, large-size presses,
boilers, knitwear, beer and tonic medicine. A-
mong famous local farm products are Zhanggiu
green Chinese onion, white lotus roots, crystal
rice, haw, walnuts and jade apricots. The com-
merce and trade districts on Quancheng Road,
from Daguanyuan to the People’s Market, on
Jinger Road and at Qinghe have everything one
needs. Qilu Hotel, Shungeng Mountain Villa and
Minghu Hotel provide excellent service.

The environment for investment is very
good and export-oriented enterprises are flourish-
ing. Jinan enjoys a number of preferential poli-
cies given by the central govemmém to coastal e-
conomic development zones. It has a high-tech
industry zone approved by the central govern-
ment and a processing zone for exported goods
approved by the provincial government. The 2,



