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...... I did what I liked, especially after parting

with my last tutor, a Frenchman who had pever

been able to get used to the idea that he had fallen

‘like a bomb’ into Russia, and would lie sluggishly

in bed with an expression of exasperation on his
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face for days together,
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...... but at that point my attention was abserbed

by the appearance of a speckled woodpecker who
climbed busily up the slender stem of a birchtree
and peeped out uneasily from behind it, first to
the right, then to the left, like a musician behind
“the bass-viol.
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...... and my love, with all its transports and
sufferings, struck me myself as something small
and childish and pitiful beside thig other unim-
agined something; which I could hardly fully grasp,
and: which frightened me like an unknown;
béautiful, but menacing face, which one strives in
vain to make out clearly in the halfdarkness......
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...... the consciousness that I was doing all this for
nothing, that I was even a little absurd, that
Malevsky had been making fun of me, began to
steal over me.
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FIRST LOVE



1. The party had long ago broken up, The clock
struck half-past twelve. There was left in the room
only the master of the house and Sergei Nikolaevitch
and Vladimir Petrovitch,

2. The master of the house rang and ordered the
remains of the supper to be cleared away,

‘And so it’s settled,” he observed, sitting back farther
in his easy-chair and lighting a cigar; ‘each of us is to
tell the story of his first love. It’s your turn, Sergei
Nikolaevitch.

3. Sergei Nikolaevitch, a round little man with a
plimp, light-compléxioned face, gazed first at the
master of the house, then raised his eyes to the ceiling.
I had no first love,” he said at last; ‘I began.with the
second.’ )

‘How was that?’

4. ‘It’s very gimple. I was eighteen when I had
my first flirtation with a charming young lady, but I
courted her just as though it were nothing new to me;
just as I courted others later on. To speak accﬁrmely,.}fi;

1. The party BR—EREHRRES R AM.
2. 1t's your turn I £ IR, )
3. the second—p}l the second love.
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4. batl courted her......new to me—jg courted ik TR ¥ >
B it PIERE—%K. To speak accurately— BLH8 to tell the truth
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4) First Love

the first and last time I was in love was with my nurse
when I was six years old; but that’s in the rémote past.
The détails of our r&lations have slipped out of my
memory, and even if I remembered them, whom could
they interest?’

S. ‘Then how's it to be?’ began the master of the
house. “There was nothing much of interest about my
first love either; I never fell in love with any one &ill
I'met Anna Nikolaevna, now my wife;—and everything
went as smoothly as possible with us; our parents
arringed the match, we were very soon in love with
each other, and got married without loss of time. My
story can be told in a coiiple of words. I must conféss,
gentlemen, in bringing up the subject of first love, I
réckoned upon you, I won’t say old, but no longer
young, bachelérs. Can’t you ®nliven us with some-
thing, Viadimir Petrovitch?’

6. ‘My first Jove, certainly, was not quite an érdin-
Ary one, résponded, with some gélilcta’.ncg; Vladimir
Petrovitch, a man of forty, with black hair turning
orey.

‘Ah? said the master of the house and Sergei Niko-
laevitch with one voice: ‘So much the better.... Tell us
about it.’

have slipped out......{% H2}F. remembered tham % could they
~—~them 8 they #5245 L# the details gf.

5. either 1. every thing went as smoothly B#H-3 (as
possible) FNK (smoothly) B (went). bringing up #H.
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(6) First Love

7. ‘If you wish it......or no; I won’t tell the story;
I’'m no hand at telling a story; I make it dry and brief,
or §piin out and}ﬁi’écted, If you'll dllow me, I’ll write
out all I remember and read it you.’

His friends at first would not agree, but Vladimir
Petrovitch insisted on his own way. A fortnight later
they were together again, and Vladimir Petrovitch
kept his word.

His manliscript contiined the following story:—
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1. I wassixteen then. It happened in the summer
of 1833.

1 lived in Moscow with my parents. They had
taken a country house for the summer near the Kalouga
gate, facing the Neskutchny gardens. I was preparing
for the universily, but did not work much and was 1
no hurry.

2. No one interféred with my freedom. I did what
I liked, especially after parting with my Tast tutor, a

7. to spin out HTEEE. affected [iiflis REMR. «U—EFH
HFos—MARAE that, would not agree--refused to agree.
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