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Editor’s Words

The separation of earth from heaven and the origin of nature
and mankind are eternal riddles for the spiritual intelligence of all
creation desirous of wisdom. Man spread the wings of his imagina-
tion in his early childhood to approach and explain the mysterious
scenes full of interest and created one wonderful dream after another
which was real and illusory, actual and visionary at the same time. -
The Creation mythology thus emerged.

At the mention of the Creation mythollogy people naturally re-
member the methological epics of the Greeks and the Romans, be-
lieving that the great imaginative power of man in his childhood be-
longed only to the species bearing a high bridge of nose, hollow
eyes, and blond hair. But those who have some elementary knowl-
edge in culture and history should be aware of this fact: the diligent
and intelligent ancients on this brown and reddish earth , with their
amazing creative power, created not only the gorgeous and colorful
Creation mythology but also the epic form that carried the mythoi.
They were either gradually lost in history of occasionally handed
down orally only because they came from the people and were ne-
glected all along by the orthodox ideas of feudalism.

Now due to the proposal and organizing work of our press, our
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authors have collected mythological and legendary stories of the Chi-
nese nation about the Creation from all sides and tried to put them in
the form of grand epics in an attempt to restore their original fea-
tures. That will make it possible for the grownups and children today
to review those long — lost memories of the childhood of mankind.

Let’s do more for our children and posterity.

Fan Jiong
March 1991
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Makers of the World

Jiasagan (a Kazki folk tale)

O the dombra’s' playing a pleasant tune,
A pleasant tune is played,
For Kazaki hero Jiasagan

This wonderful world who made.

In the olden days, so go the lays,
When an endless chaos ran,
The only creature Jiasagan

Was featured like a man.

He first created Heaven and Earth,
and filled the space with air;

Then made the Ground, the Underground,
All with utmost care.

The heaven was like a mirror round,

Aned earth a hoof, but fair.
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Makers of the World 5

But Heaven and earth, once given their birth,
began to grow and grow
Till seven times their original sizes,

Immensely high and low.

Now Heaven was stiff and still above,
For he hated being kept so low,
And plotted revolt presently.

But Jiasagan , with a grin, begun
By bringing a big black Ox.
He fastened Earth to its huge high horns

Which loomed like towering rocks.

The Ox went mad at the wrong it had
And tried to fight a way out.

It shook Earth off from one of its horns.
But left it dangling about.

Before this lasted long, alas,
The Ox was weary and worn,

And it shook Earth back to its former rack,
So it fell on the other horn.

This Earth more shaky — quaky grew,
Both sands and stones up flew.

At this Jiasagan was filled with rage
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Makers of the World

7

For what the Ox had done.
He grasped two mountain peaks and nailed

Earth fast upon its horns.

By now Earth had to stay below
And take what it had chosen.

Nor warmth, nor light, in a pitch — dark night,
All things were stiffly frozen.

Good Jiasagan gave off his Power
Which turned to sun and Moon.
He hung them high from central sky.
Since then they proved a boon,
For they lit up Earth for all they were worth,

And warmed it up eftsoon.

Alas, the Earth, though warm, was void
Of life as well as sound!

Then Jiasagan grew a Tree of life
Into some central ground,

Which then with “souls” were crowned.

The souls had wings. They gladly flew
Around their tree in swarms.
Jiagagan then made two clay men
And blew through their mouths some souls he canght

Into their hollow forms.
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Makers of the World

9.

They grew alive at once in this manner.
so Adam Ata’ and Adam Ana’
Became the first man and woman ever.
And having brought them each their life,

Jisagan made them husband and wife.

The couple had no lack of mirth,
And five times five times did give birth,
As luck smiled since, each to two twins,
Who grew and paired off anew

And formed new couples too.

Now each couple bore a whole tribe more,
So grew the population;
In time each tribe was multiplied,

And thus formed each new nation.

In making men, Jiasagan, too,
Made plant and bird and beast,

And dogs, from the clay men’s naval dirt,

Most true from west to east.

Hark, men were bustling, cattle thriving;

Birds were chirping, fishes gliding;



