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Unit One
Machines and the Modern World

LIISOI’I Ol'te

Machines in the City

1. Dick Mallory is a book publisher, His office on the
fortieth floor of a skyscraper in the center of New York
City is the world he works in,® The world he llves in
is & white house on a quiet street In a suburb 30 miles
from the big city, Whether he is at work in the heart
of the big city® or at home in the quict suburb, Dick’s
lite is tled to machines. In many ways he represents
modern man in the big city~-modern man in the machine
age.

2. In a typical working day, Dick and his wife are awak~
ened by the buzzing of an electric alarm clock. As he
pushes a button to silence the alarm,® he turns on the
radio beside his bed to hear the morning news. Then he
goes to the bathroom for a quick shave with his electric
shaver,

3. After dressing, Dick goes to the kitchen, where hls
wife has begun to prepare breakfast.® Eggs are cooking
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on the electric stove,® bread is being toasted in an electrie
toaster, and  coffee is being made in an electric coffee
maker, From the eleciric refrigerator Dick takes a carton
of cream, another of fresh milk, and a can of frozen orange
juice. He opens the can with an electric can opener and
mixes the contents with® several cans of cold water. Then
the orange juice is ready, and Dick and his wife can
begin breakfast, During breakfast, they sometimes watch
the morning news program on television,

4. After breakfast Dick gets the car out of the garage.
and his wife drives him to the railroad station. The
stetlon is crowded with other commuters like himself,
people who must travel 30 or even 50 miles to the city
and back cvery- day.® Some are reading the morning
paper; others are talking with one another, waiting ner-
vously for the train. If the train is late, their routinme,
timed to the minute,® could easily be upset. But exactly
on schedule, the train arrives at the station. Forty-five
minutes later it arrives in the city, still on schedule,
5. With the other commuters, Dick hurries from the
train into the™station, As he nears the door, it is
whipped open@ by an electric eye, and he passes through
into the waiting room. A moment later he steps onto &
moving stairway that takes him rapidly up to the street
level, Buses and taxis are everywhere, but because Dick's
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office is only four blocks away, he always walks,

6. Soon he is inside the sixty-story skyscraper whers
his company has offices. At a long bank of elevators® he
waits until a green light flashes for an up catr, then steps
inside. He pushes the button for the fortieth floor, the
door closes, and the car rises smoothly and noiselessly.
7. When the clevator reaches the fortieth floor, the
door again slides open, and Dick steps into the familiar
hail with its early-morning quiet, and hurries to his
office. He turns on the lights and is soon at wark, There
ig much to be done before the clerks and secretaries begin
to arrive,

8. An hour later the day’s routine begins with the
arrival of the mail, As he reads it he usuaily takes notes,
and on the more urgent poinis® picks up the telephone
and calls other departments in the building and other
businesses in New York, It is a matter of routine for Dick
to call the company’s offices in Chicago and San Francisco,
and sometimes even to call its representatives in London
and Paris ® Once he has the information he needs, he
dictates letters into a recording machine for his secretary
to type and teturn to him later for his signature.
9.€At times Dick is aware of the workets in the outer
office answering telephones, typing letters, and filing

papers,® From a room next deor he hears the even clicking
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of a machine that is duplicating copies of schedules and
instruction sheeis, Other machines are taking pictures®
of important letters and documents and nr-Jucing many
copies in a few minutes. From a specis! office nearby
come$ the hum of an electronic cecmputer,® which is
recording orders, billing customers, and making out the
company payroll,

10. Often Dick is also aware of other souncs, the more
or less muffled traffic noises that come from the street
down’ below—the bonking of horns, the blowing of
whistles, the screeching of brakes. These are cutiously
mixed with the clang of hammers and riveting machines
end with the shouts of the workmen putting up a new
skyscraper next door. But Dick is used to noise—~for the
big city, a city of machines, must be a city of noise.-

11. Although he is used to the noise, Dick usually looks
forward to the end of the day, when he can return to his
house in the quiet suburb ® For relaxation he may mow
the lawn with his power mower; or sometimes he Tepairs
a piece of furniture with his electric tools. He may help
his young children build a pen for their pet rabbit. Or he
may just sit in a comfortable chair watching television
or listening to his favorite music on the record player.
1z. In the office or at home,? machines are a part of the

Mallorys® life. Like many other city people, they would
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-f!nd it hard to live without machines.®
COMPREHENSION

Yes-INo Questions

1. Is Dick a book publisher? Yes, he is.

2. Is his office in a skyscraper?

3. Is the skyscraper in Chicago?

4, Does Dvick live in a suburby

5, Is the suburb 1¢ miles from the city?
6. Is Dick’s life tied to machinesy

7. Is Dick awakened by the paper boy?
8

9

. Does he listen to the morning news?
. Is the radio beside his bed?

10, Does he use an electric shavery

Or Questions

1. Is Dick a salesman or a book publisher?
He's a

2, Is his office on the thirtieth floor or the fortieth
tloor?

3, Does Dick live in a white house or a red house?

4. Is the suburb gquict or noisyy .




10,

Does Dick go to the railroad station by bus or

by cary e
Is the station deserted or crowded with commu-—
fersy S
Does the train arrive late or on scheduley .,
Does Dick take a taxi to his office or does he
walk? B )

Is his office building forty or sixty stories

highe _ .
Poes Dick hurry to his office or does he take

hiS time? *

Wh Questions

1.
2.
3.

How is Dick awakened?He’s awakened by -

How does he silence the alarmg
What does he turn on after he wakes up? .
Why does he turn on the radiog .

. What device opens the station door for

Dick? .

What machine carries him up to street
levely .
What must Dick do to get to the fortieth
floory

8. What does he use the telephone forp .
9. What machine helps him to write letters?

10.

What machine records orders, bills customers, and



makes out the company payroll?

Contradiction and Commant

First contradict the statement, Then supply a com—~

ment that explains why the statement is incorrect, Refer

to the reading whenever you need to,
MODEL Dick walks to the station,

. Dick drinks fresh orange juice.

No, he doesn’t. His wife drives bim there,

Dick Mallory is an engineer.
No, he isn’t. He's a

His oftice is in Chicago.

Dick lives in New York City,

. Dick works in the suburbs,

Dick prepares breakfast,

Commuters walk to work.

8. The train arrived late,

9, Dick could walk to work if he wanted to.

10,

Dick should walk upstairs to his office,

MODEL Dick’'s wife doesn’t drive a car.

11,

Yes, she does. She drives him to the railroad

station,

Dick doesn’t walk from the station to his office.

Yes, he does, His office




12,
13.
14.
15.
16.
i7.
18.
19.
20.

Dick doesn’t depend on elevators. .
Dick doesn't make long distance calls. .

Dick doesnt dictate lfetters.

The copying machines aren’t fast, .
The big city isn’t noisy, .
Dick can’t mow the lawn, .
Dick can't repair furniture, '
Dick’s children don’t have any pets, .
Machines aren’t a necessary part of the Mallorys’

life, .

Toward Interpretation

1.

What are some of the machines that Dick Mallory
uses at home? What machines does he use to get
to work? What machines does he use at work?

2. What source of power do most of the machines

3.

use? Are they quiet or noisy?
Name some machines useful for relaxation and
pleasure,

You and Your Machines

1.

What machines do you depend on during a typical
day? Does gnyone in vour family use machines
that you do not ordinarily use yourself?

2. 1t the electrical power were suddenly cut off in
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Plek’s clty, how wounld his day be different?
How wonld vour day be different if the power
you use failed? ’

8. If you could buy more machines, which ones do
you think would be most useful to you? How
would they be useful?

COMPOSITION

1. Notice that the entire reading is organized according
to a time sequence; It takes Dick Mallory through a
typical working day. Special time expressions are used
to make this time sequence clear, In paragraph 2, the
time expressions are“in a typical working day,”“as,” and
“then *Find the time expressions used in paragraphs 4 and 8.
2. There are basically three types of time expres—
sion, subordinating conjunctions, prepositional phrases,
and adverbs of time. The latter two can be used as sen—
tence connectors. (See the composition exercizes for
Leszon Five). Hete are some of the subordinating con-
functions commonly used to indicate time relationships,

after now that
as once
a8 long as gince
as soon as until, till



befote when

by the time(that) whenever

every time(that) while
The grammatical exercises at the end of this lesson
provide practice with when and while, before and after,
and until and since.

When the subordinate clause begins the sentence, it
is usually followed by a comma. When the subordinate
clause comes at the end of the sentence, thete is no
comina. Look at the use of the comma in the following
Sentences,

When you wtite, you should be careful of the
punctusgtion.

You should be careful of the punctuation when you
write,

Now turn to paragraph 7 and observe the punctuation in
the first and last sentences.

The when clause begins the first sentence, and so there
is & comma after“floor,the last word of that clause. In
the last sentence the before clause comes at the end, and
50 it is not set off by a comma. Rewrite these two
sentences so that the when clause comes at the end and
the before clause comes at the beginning, Remember to
change the punctuation. Now write some sentences of

your own using any of the subordinating conjunctions
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