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Dujiangyan Iirigation System: An Achievement of Eternity
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On the northwestern edge of Sichuan Province’s Chengdu Plain
stands an ancient city.

Embraced by the rushing Minjiang River, it boasts a humid climate
and abundant rainfall, hence its nickname City on the Water.

The city is not big, but has two sites listed among World Cultural
Heritages, as well as a dozen places of scenic beauty and historic interest.

The city is named after a well-known ancient water conservancy
project.

The ancient city is called Dujiangyan.
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The city of Dujiangyan has a long history. Relics excavated from the Mangcheng Ruins

prove the establishment of the city dates back more than 4,400 years. There are also the
magnificent Erwang Temple built on the mountainside, the Anlan Suspension Bridge over
the torrent Minjiang River, and the Songmao Old Path that witnessed numerous merchants
in ancient times. In addition, the secluded Yulei Mountain, the impressive corridor-like South
Bridge, and the Dragon-Taming Temple and Lidui Park amidst in green mountains and
crystal-clear rivers tell visitors the history of the city.

In the west of the city lies the Dujiangyan Irrigation System, known as the oldest exist-
ing water conservancy project featured by water intake without dams in the world. Over the
past 2260 years, it has greatly benefited local people. The Qingcheng Mountain, 15 kilome-
ters southwest of the city proper, is one of the birthplaces of Taoism. Covering by evergreen,
thriving trees, it has long enjoyed the reputation as the Most Tranquil Place under Heaven.

As a tourist attraction featuring picturesque landscapes, the ancient channel in the ur-
ban area showcase our ancestors’ unmatched wisdom in water conservancy. The Minjiang
River rushes out of mountains, and then flow gently like a white belt on the vast Chengdu
Plain.

The landscapes of Dujiangyan concentrate mountains, rivers, bridges, dams, gardens, and
forests. Seven rivers run through the city. Looking eastwards, one can see the fertile Chengdu
Plain unfold like a scroll of painting and is intoxicated with the lyrical scenery of western

Sichuan Province.
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As one of the World Cultural Heritages, the Dujiangyan Irrigation System is about two

kilometers northwest of the city proper and has a history of 2,260 years. In 256 BC, Li Bing,
a governor of the Shu Prefecture (present Sichuan) of the Qin State, organized people from
various ethnic groups in Sichuan to build the project. The topography of the Chengdu Plain
is high in the northwest and low in the southeast. Based on this geographic condition, Li
Bing and his son dedicated eight years to complete such three interconnected projects as
Yuzui, Feishayan, and Baopingkou, which jointly discharged the functions of water intake,
flood control, and sand drainage. From then on, the fractious Minjiang River has been tamed.
The irrigation system has contributed greatly to the richness of the vast Chengdu Plain and
helps it earn the reputation as the Land of Abundance.

The annual flux of the Minjiang River reaches up to 15 billion cubic meters, and some
40 million tons of sands and stones are washed down from its upper reaches. Floods burst
out frequently, threatening the Dujiangyan Dam again and again. The dam was destroyed for
several times throughout history. Thanks to the efforts of local people led by such ancient
officials as Zhuge Liang of the Three Kingdoms Period (220-280), Gedangpu of the Yuan
Dynasty (1279-1368), and Ding Baozhen of the Qing Dynasty (1644-1911), the dam has
been preserved till today. Local people summarized their experience in flood control and
water conservancy into a doggerel: “Harnessing shoals deep, building dams low. Remember
the six words forever. Digging sand, erecting dykes, and constructing Yuzui and Yangjuan...
” Benefiting local people up to present, the irrigation system marks the beginning of scien-
tific water control in human history and is called the Living Museum of Water Conservancy.
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