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PREFACE

The Scientech Documentation and Information Center ( SDIC ),
Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences has been the largest research
and non— for— profit organization in agricultural scientific and technical
information areas in China through profound efforts of several genera-
tions. For many years, SDIC professionals have undertaken great
amount of research tasks, received various research achievements and pre-
sented academic papers and works in agricultural information technology ,
agricultural information management , agricultural information resources ,
agricultural information dissemination , digital agriculture, digital library ,
agricultural information analysis, agricultural macro — economy and etc .
In order to display these achievements, encourage the innovative contri-
butions of the professionals and widely distribute and use these achieve-
ments , we have selected the papers of our staff from recent years’ pub-
lications to compile this book , named Agricultural Information Technol-
ogy and Information Management which will be published annually from
this first issue in 2002 .

The 16th Conference of the Communist Party of China has stated
that it is the most important task to generalize economic development in
urban and rural areas, conduct modern agriculture, develop rural econo-
my and increase income of farmers in completely constructing a modern-
ized society . The emphasis is given in the rural areas, difficult factors
are on the farmers and the key is science and technology in tulfilling the
task . The forefront science and technology represented by biotechnology
and information technology has been developing fast globally . Agricultural
information technology has been getting more and more attention from
countries of the world and placed in each country’ s key development

plan and the amount of personnel in information sciences in many coun-
. 1 .
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tries is up to 50 % of the employees which is far more than the amount
of people in agricultural sector . The development of agricultural informa-
tion technology is going toward more matured high level information tech-
nology including networking , intelligentizing and digitization following the
computing stage by using computers and knowledge control stage of tak-
ing data and simulation and models as the main research. The Chinese
government has paid great attention to agricultural information technology
and constantly enhanced the assistance to it. Various kinds of databases
have been constructed and large amount of agricultural information re-
sources have been accumulated, a series of agricultural expert systems
have been studied and all of these produce many important scientific re-
search results. SDIC, CAAS will undertake even more important and
significant tasks in construction of national agricultural strategic informa-
tion resources and scientific information innovation. This publication is
prepared under such an amazing background of fast development of agri-
cultural information technology and based on the obligations we should
take .

2002 Agricultural Information Technology and Information Man-
agement has selected 48 papers from SDIC professionals in the same
year . It divided into 5 parts: Agricultural information strategy , agricul-
tural information technology , agricultural information management, agri-
cultural information analysis , scientific journals editing, and agricultural
macro — economy which reflects the views and research achievements of
our professionals in the internal and external agricultural information envi-
ronment , agricultural information resources management , development
and use of information technology , scientific journals editing and publish-
ing , as well as food safety, food and nutrition , agricultural scientech in-

formation and marketing information analysis and etc. at the new stage .

The appendix provides SDIC, CAAS organization structures and respon-
sible persons as well as the current research projects, published works and

awards in 2002.

For better exchange, the selected papers and scientific reports titles as
. 2 .
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well as author names are both written in Chinese and English. Authors will be
responsible to their academic views. We hope that, through the publication,
we may have further concern and support from our colleagues and other sec-
tors of the society, and may continuously promote our scientific innovation a-
bility, public services ability and industrial development ability of providing

new contributions to the national agricultural scientech information cause.

Director General, fk«.x. St e
Scientech Documentation and Information Center,

Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences
June, 2003
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