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1. 1n the Shape of a Baby

I
“t‘}’

Keiji was born on August 16, 1945 on the day after
the end of World War I. One hour before Keiji was
born, the news of his father’s death arrived. His father
was onhis way to a south island as a soldier and his ship
was attacked and sunk. “Keisaku has come back in the
shape of a baby,” Keiji’s grandfather Bunzo, tried to
tell himself. He tried to cheer up himself with this
thought.

Keiji was brought up by his grandparents. He was
now old enough to enter the elementary school and he
became a first grader at Chidori Branch School in
Tone-gun, Gunma-ken.

By this time the turmoil after the war was almost
forgotten. Bunzo built a grave for his dead son, Keisaku,
and held a service for him. He felt relieved. But it didn’t
last long.
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2- As Cold as Ice

It happened on a hot day after the rainy season.
Though Keiji was a first grader, he was very strong and
never defeated in the Sumo wrestling. But on that day he
was thrown easily by his friends. They felt proud to defeat
Keiji and pushed and kicked him about. Returning home,
Keiji fell on the verandah. “My friends pushed and kicked
me about,” he said and cried. His grandmother touched
his forehead: He had a high fever of 40 degrees.
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Bunzo took him to the hospital in the town by taxi.
The young doctor there said in a low, cool voice,  “This
disease might be polio. If so, his limbs will become
paralysed after the temperature drops.” Bunzo had heard
of polio and he knew that polio was a fearful disease, but
he had never known a child who had suffered from polio.
“Why must Keiji suffer from such a disease? It’s so
unfair. ” Bunzo was full of sadness.

Three days later Keiji cried in bed, “I feel as if I have
lost my leg. ” The grandparents were surprised and

touched his left leg. It felt as cold as ice.

3. “Lame, Crippled, Lame, Crippled”
|

After ten months in hospital, at last Keiji was able to
return home. He was eager to meet his old friends and he
had bought spinning tops for them as souvenirs. On the
journey home Keiji looked out of the window of the taxi

and saw a sparrow’s nest in a mulberry tree. “Please bring
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it for me,” he said to Hei-san, the taxi driver. But as
Hei-san opened the door to get it, Bunzo said, “No, we
should not do such a cruel thing because everything has its
own special life. Today is a very happy day for us. ” Keij
understood his grandpa.

Keiji got out of the taxi and began to walk on crutches to
the river bank where he could see his friends
playing. “Who is that boy?” one of them shouted. Keiji’s
friends could not recognize him because Keiji was

wearing a kimono and Bunzo was wearing a suit.
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Some of the children laughed and shouted, “Lame,

»

crippled, lame, crippled - ” Keiji began to shed tears.
Bunzo became furious. He threw his baggage down and
carried Keiji under his arm into the house. “Wasn’t that
Keiji?” one of the children said, but when they realized
their mistake there was no one on the street.

That night Bunzo drank many glasses of shochu. He
began toshout at his wife, “It was those children who
made Keiji ill. ” T will find out who it was. I hate them and I

” Bunzo’s wife saw the bitterness and

hate this village.
sorrow of so many years suddenly appear on Bunzo’s

face.
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4- Who Was to Blame?

“ Here comes Keijis grandpa!” Koji, who was
playing in the playground, ran toward him and asked,
“When will Keiji come to school?” Grandpa gazed at him
and said, “When he comes to school, you will bully him,
won’t you?”The smell of shochu floated around him.

Grandpa went to the teacher’s room and said to Mr.
Kobayashi, “If the children had not pushed and kicked
Keiji on the day when he fell sick, he might not have
become paralysed. Find out who was to blame for it. I
don’t let Keiji come to school until then.” Grandpa’s
voice became louder and louder. He felt pity for his
grandson. He thought that his severe attitude would stop
the other children bullying Keiji. Mr. Kobayashi tried to
persuade him to forget the past, but bitter old Bunzo
didn’t agree with him.
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5. The Bed Castle
[ RS

That morning Keiji was ready to go to school, but
Grandpa said to him with a sullen face, “you can’t go to
school yet. ” He drank shochu at breakfast. Keiji had
never seen him drink in the morning. After breakfast he
went out.

When he came back, he said to his wife, “Give me a
cup of shochu.” Drinking it, he boasted to her how severe
he had been toward Mr. Kobayashi.

Keiji heard his voice. “Stupid Grandpa!” he whis-
pered to himself. “Then I can neither go to school nor
play with my friends. What was the use of returning
home?” Keiji threw the tops onto the verandah. Then he
crept into his bed, sobbing. His bed was his own castle.

Keiji spent the days, drawing pictures and playing
the harmonica to himself in his bed. It was surrounded
with sketchbooks, crayons, comic books, chess, a harmo-

nica and tops. He wanted to live in this bed castle.
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Grandpa went into the school every day and shouted at
the school teacher, Mr. Kobayashi. The teacher thought that
if he left the school, Grandpa would become less angry. He
moved to a school in the town. The new woman teacher

5 came,but she soon left. The next teacher came, but she could
not stay long, either. At last the pupils had no teacher during

the winter.

Then the news came. “In spring, a young woman

10 teacher will come. She finished college a year ago.” The

news spread and all the villagers were waiting for spring.

1. went into school (522 3. would become less angry 7] BRI
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6. The Song of Harukoma

Every year when the snow had melted away from the
streets, a family of strolling players visited the village and
played ‘Harukoma.’ The mother sang a song, beating a
drum with the branch of a mulberry tree. Her daughter
sang with her, swinging a wooden horse’s head in her
right hand. “ Harukoma in the early spring is a lucky
symbol. Even if it appears in your dream, it will bring you

happiness. ”

The villagers donated money and grain to
them to pray for a good harvest of silk cocoons.

The troupe came to Keiji’s house. The girl sang inside his
house. Keiji took out a sheet of drawing paper
and began to draw her. He felt a strong desire to do so
and felt very happy, for he hadn’t seen them for almost
two years. His friends came to the door. He called Koji
and handed him a packet, saying, “There are five tops
inside. Give them whomever you like. ” Koji said, “Tl

i

surely come to play with you next time,” and followed the

troupe of Harukoma.
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7. The Ropes

The following day a young lady in a light purple suit
went up the road to Chidori. She was Keiko Sonoda, the
new teacher. She had walked four kilometers from the
principal school to the branch school.

The branch school had only one classroom as there
were only 26 pupils from the first grade to the third grade.
When she started to put her baggage in order, she heard
children’s footsteps outside. They were too excited to stay
in their houses. They had been waiting for the new
teacher for four months. While they watched the teacher
undoing the ropes around her baggage, one of them dared
to ask her, “What do you do with these ropes?” “Let me
see, I'll keep them in the storeroom,” she answered ,
wondering why they asked such a question. The pupils
looked disappointed. One of them said, “No, burn them,
for the teachers who keep the ropes will soon tie up their
baggage again and leave the school soon. ” “I understand.

Of course, T1l burn these ropes. I wont leave you.
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From now on, I am a villager of Chidori,” Miss Sonoda

promised to them.

Nt
8. The Cup . ’,
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It happened on her second night. “Good evening. ”
An old man’s voice called.  “I am Bunzo Hoshino, Keiji’s

grandfather. ”  “How do you do? I am Keiko Sonoda.”
“As you heard from the last teacher, when my grandson
fell sick, some children kicked and pushed him. I want
you to inquire who they were!”

Bunzo was drunk. Miss Sonoda breathed deeply.
Then she took out a lovely cup which her mother
cherished. She made tea. As soon as she served it to
Bunzo, he grabbed the cup and threw it into the garden.
“You try to make me sober, serving me tea. I don’t want
such a thing. ” Bunzo shouted and went home.

The cup had broken into pieces against a stone. She
picked the pieces up one by one, with her eyes full of

tears.
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