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PREFACE

More than 20 years has been passed since the starting of Chinese Ecological Agriculture
(CEA) in late 1970s. At the present stage of transition, it is of great importance to summarize
national-wide and international eco-agriculture achievements and experiences, undertake investiga-
tion and academic exchanges, analyze future trends of eco-agriculture development, and to propose
development strategy and countermeasures of CEA in the next steps. Thus, the Ministry of Agri-
culture in collaboration with the State Development Planning Committee, the Ministry of Finance,
the Ministry of Sciences and Technology, the Ministry of Water Resources, the State Enviro-
nmental Protection Administration and the State Forestry Administration hosted an International
Seminar on Ecological Agriculture and Sustainable Development in Beijing China November 6 — 8,
2001.

Over 150 national & international academic scholars, governmental officials as well as en-
trepreneurs attended this important conference, and 100 academic papers were received. The
participants extensively exchanged ideas and experiences, and held an in-depth discussion on the
topics of “Eco-agriculture Theory and Strategy”, “Eco-agriculture Technical Systems and Mo-
dels”, “Ecoragriculture Industrialization”, “Regional Eco-agriculture Practices and Experiences”,
and “Ecoragriculture & International Trade”, etc.

Excitingly, 72 academic papers were selected and published in this symposium with three
categories, i. e. “Theory & Development Strategy”, “Technologies & Models” and “Regional
Development & Practices”. It is of valuable reference to both international scholars on eco-
agriculture research and governmental officials, technicians, extension staffs as well as students in
the field of agriculture.

It is grateful to all the enthusiastic support from the participants, the organizers and the co-
sponsors in the process of preparation and publication. However, the editor bears the responsibility

for any mistakes and errors in the symposium.

The Editor
November, 2001
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