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Preface to Biopolymers of Chinese Edition®

Biopolymers and derivatives of them are diverse, abundant, important for life,
exhibit fascinating properties and are of increasing importance for various-applications.
Living matter is able to synthesize an overwhelming variety of polymers, which can be
distingulshed into eight major classes according to their chemical structure. Biopoly-
mers occur not only in any organism, they contribute in most organisms to the by far
major fraction of the cellular dry matter. Biopolymers fulfil a wide range of quite dif-
ferent essential of beneficial functions for organisms, and for this, biopolymers must
exhibit rather diverse properties. Biopolymers must also very specifically interact with
a large variety of different substances, components and materials, and they often
have extraordinary high affinities to them. Finally, they must have a high strength.
Some of these properties are utilized directly or indirectly for various applications in in-
dustry, medicine, food technology etc. This and the possibility to produce them
from carbon dioxide or renewable resources, like the living matter is mostly doing it,
lend biopolymers as interesting candidates to the industry.

In the past, I had good contacts to many Chinese scientists, who came to my la-
boratories as postdocs or guests. In addition, I had the pleasure to visit China two
times. From all these contacts I know about the enthusiasm of the scientists in this
country and their enormous capabilities. I am very proud and grateful that the entire

book series is now translated into Chinese language and that Chemical Industry Press
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(Beijing, People’ s Republic China) is undertaking the endeavour to publish the
“Biopolymers” in China. The ten volumes of the first English edition of this multivo-
lume handbook comprehensively reviews and compiles any relevant aspect of biopoly-
mers. This book series will be therefore helpful for scientists, physicians, pharma-
ceutics, engineers and many others in a quite large variety of different disciplins, in
academia and in industry, for research and also for teaching.

Biopolymers became in many regards part of my life. Editing the “Biopolymers”
kept my personal life very busy during the last four years after the idea came up to
publish a book series like this. I am vety grateful to the publisher WILEY-VCH for
recognizing at that time the demand for such a book series and for taking the risk to
print the first English edition of the “Biopolymers” in such high quality. Special
thanks are due to Dr. Karin Dembowsky and Dr. Andreas Sendtko at WILEY-VCH
for their constant efforts, their helpful suggestions, constructive criticism and won-
derful ideas. Publishing of this book series and compiling such as large number of dif-
ferent chapters covering all relevant aspects of biopolymers would not have been possi-
ble without volume editors and authors. I am very grateful to the volume editors and
to the many authors for their expertise, excellent contributions and engagement in
this book series. In addition, biopolymers kept also my scientific life as microbiolo-
gist and biotechnologist very busy since about 20 years, when I started to study the
microbial metabolism of polyesters, cyanophycin and rubber in bacteria and after these
biopolymers became the major subjects of my research.

Basic and applied research have already revealed much knowledge on enzyme sys-
tems catalysing biosynthesis, degradation and modification of biopolymers as well as
many interesting properties of biopolymers. This resulted in an increasc\ed interest in
biopolymers for various applications in industry, medicine, pharmacy, agriculture,
electronics and in many other areas. I wish all scientists in China, who consult this
book series, that they will enioy reading the individual chapters of the volumes and
that it will further increase their enthusiasm and inspiration to study biopolymers and

to find new interesting applications for them.

Miinster, in November 2003 ﬂ\ L/L,\__\__

Alexander Steinbiichel



