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A friend of mine came from Hangzhou and made me a pres-
ent of a pagoda model. | placed it on my desk and. looking
at it, sank into an endless chain of reveries.

| remember, when | was a little boy, there used to be four
story-pictures on the smoke-darkened wall of my grand-
mothr's dim room, serial pictures telling the sad story of
the White Snake Demon. Very often, my grandmother would
point to the pictures and narrate to me wordily how the
White Snake. in the form of a very charming young girl. came
down from a desolate high mountain. where she had lived in
a stone cave for many thousands of years, and. fallen in
love with a Confucian student Xuxian, married him and gave
birth to a son. who later became the first scholar of the
imperial court, and came to offer sacrifice to the pagoda,
under which his mother the White Snake was imprisoned by
a cruel Buddhist monk Fahai. Grandmother had repeated
the story hundreds of times, and was never tired of re-
peating it . with hatred for the virulence of Fahai
and pity for the tragic fate of White Lady. Each time
she told me that the beautiful White Lady was actually a
monster snake, | would feel my flesh creep. and then. she
would tell me, as a consolation, that the snake demon had
been pressed under a very tall pagoda in Hangzhou for
many -thousands of years already. This made me curious,
and | determined that some day, when | had a chance to visit
Hangzhou,| would certainly go to see this pagoda with a de-
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mon under it.Later,when | was in middle school.| read an es-

say by Luxun."ON THE COLLAPS OF LEIFONG PAGODA",

and knew that the pagoda had already crumbled down two
years before | was born. Luxun said, “Leifong Pagoda has
collapsed, serve it right!” Well, serve it right! | felt suddenly
enlightened, yet at the same time. a little melancholy .

In the autumn of 1949, | at last had a chance to visit Hang-
zhou. | went to several scenic spots of West Lake and found
them really exceedingly beautiful, still | felt unsatisfied,
because | missed “The Setting Sun Shining on Leifeng
Pagoda” all the time. | hurried to the foot of Nanpin Moun-
tain, although | knew the pagoda had already collapsed. In
the chilly autumn wind, what | found on the ruins of the
foundation of the once famous pagoda was only a wooden
triangle commemorating the disappeared ancient building.
Silently | stood there. thinking of the stories happened
around the pagoda. More than nine hundred years ago.
Qian Shu. king of Wuyue Kingdom, built this pagoda to
celebrate the birth of one of his sons, and nobody knew
how or why, it got involved with the folk story “White Snake".
The pagoda had collapsed. the story continued to be handed
down, beauty and wickedness would forever coexist.

Pagodas had made a deep impression in my mind early in
childhood. When | was young. | was busy rushing about on
the vast plain south of the Yangtze, crisscrossed by rivers
and streams. Almost on the bank of every lake, or on the
top of every mountain peak. there was a pagoda of different
styles. During spare time, | often took a short rest at the
foot of a pagoda, gazing at its inverted reflection on the
surface of the water and listening to the jingling and clat-
tering of the bells hanging from the eaves. Sometimes | just
lay flat on the ground in the shadbow ©f a pagoda, staring at
the white clouds sailing in the blue sky. It seemed that
heaven and earth were moving in opposite directions, which
made me think about the changes in ancient and modern
times, giving rise to endless daydreams. | was fortunate

enough to have opportunities to climb Liuhe Pagoda and
watch the tidal waves of the Qiantang River. to sit beneath
Huaiu Pagoda and muse upon the bygone days of the Wu
and Yue kingdoms,to stand on Linggu Pagoda and overlook
the city of Nanking, the capital of six ancient dynasties
sprawling like a coiling dragon and crouching tiger. to be in
front of Jinke Pagoda and recall to mind the viliant assas-
sin's heroic song... After my footprints had covered more
than half of China. | suddenly became aware of a very obvi-
ous fact that of all the myriad of pagodas in China, almost
everyone had a touching tale built around it.

Ancient pagodas mushroomed in China with the introduction
of Buddhism. Even now there are still Buddhist relics and
scriptures preserved in many of them, almost every pagoda
is adorned with sculptures of the images of Buddha. | have
been to Jinan and visited Lingyan Temple in its suburb.there
were a magnificent forest of pagodas which actually were
tombs of Buddhist monks. People say the pagoda forest near
Shaolin Temple on Songshan Mountain is even of larger
scale. Though pagoda is a style of building introduced from
a foreign country, after more than a thousand year's devel-
opment in China, it has amalgamated with the traditional
Chinese culture. It has got not only a deep national colour
in form, but also the Chinese people's characteristic emo-
tions in content. Yinyin Pagoda of Puji Temple in Yongiji
County, Shanxi Province, was built to extol the love story
of Lady Oriole and Scholar Zhang. In Jiniiang County,
Fuiian Province, there is a pagoda with a very strange
name, the Pagoda of Sisters-in-law. An anecdote handed
down from ancient times holds that a peasant woman and
her sister-in-law stood on sea coast day after day waiting
for their husbands to come back from abroad. but they
were disappointed, and in despair both drowned themselves
inthe sea.The pagoda was built to commemorate their fidelity.
These stories have nothing to do with Buddhism. they are
only ways of expressing the people's happiness or sorrow.

| have been living in Beijing for more than thirty yvears,
when | am at leisure, | often go to Beihai Park and each time
| will climb up White Pagoda on Qionghua Island.It is a typical
lama style pagoda, snowy white, with a round structure. jts
gilded spire glittering in the sun.Standing on the top of the
pagoda and looking far into the distance, | can get a good
view of the whole ancient city, the beautiful scenery of the
Three Seas. and the imposing grandeur of the Forbidden
City. In the years before the advent of the skyscrapers,
White Pagoda used to be the highest landmark of Beijing
viewed from a distance.l was absent from Beiiing for five
years during the Cultural Revolution. When | came back and
saw' the golden top of White Pagoda shining under the set-
ting sun fromthe train,| simply could not control my emotions.

Chinese pagodas have a long history, they represent in
one aspect the development and inheritance of our five
thousand years'cultural tradition, and also represent our
cultural exchanges with foreign countries. Our 9.600.000
square killometers of territory is dotted with pagodas of
diverse artistic styles, but | do not know if there are pa-
godas in Taiwan. We have been separated for too long.

On the vast land of our motherland. wherever | may be,
whenever | close my eyes, | always see the graceful sil-

houettes of ancient pagodas. They always stand in my heart .
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JUESHAN TEMPLE
PAGODA IN THE COUNTY
TOWN OF LINGQIU
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Located 15 kilometers southeast
of the county town of Lingaiu, Shanxi,
the temple has crumbled. only the pagoda”
remains. The pagoda was built of bricks.
octagonal ., 13-storeyed and dense-
eaved. Its interior is decorated with
fine brick carvings. which are regarded
as a very precious work of art repre-
senting the sculpture art of Liao dy-
nasty. The pagoda was repaired in the
sixth year of Daan(1090). Liao dynasty.
It was survived many earthquakes thr-
ough the dynasties of Yuan. Ming and
Qing and still stands there.
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