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FOREWORD

Ever since the Shang and Zhou dynasties ancient tribes that roam about the
extensive grassland in North China have led a largely nomadic or semi-nomadic
life. By diligent labor they have not only developed animal husbandry but
unique grassland culture as well

After the founding of the People’s Republic of China a huge quantity of bronze
art characterized by design of animals has been unearthed along the Great Wall,
especially in the Ordos grassland. Known as Ordcs bronzeware it is one of the
objects possessing artistic features that are representative of North China grass-
land culture.

The bronzeware ranges from a wide variety of ornaments to quite a few
vessels or utensils used in daily life. Owing to specific historic reasons many
valuable Ordos bronzewares have left China and gone to foreign countries. The
beautiful shape of Ordos bronzeware, with its design mostly consisting of animals,
has earned a worldwide reputation. It is treasured and kept by many art mu-
seums as well as private connoiseurs in the world.

The Ordos neighbor on the eastern part of the Eurasian continent. The char-
acteristic shape and artistic style of Ordos bronzeware bear a striking similarity
to the civilization of nomadic people in the grassland east of the Black Sea. Con-
sequently this has aroused the attention of many foreign scholars, who have made
a study on Ordos bronzeware from different angles.

In the wake of China’s development in archaeology and in the study of cultural
relics since liberation, the collection and sifting of Ordos bronzeware have received
due attention from Chinese academic circles. This is particularly true in more
recent years as several graves have been unearthed in Inner Mongolia, in which
Ordos bronzeware, rich in content and large in quantity, has come to light.-
Unearthed alongside the bronzeware are gold, silver and iron articles which pro-
vide valuable references materials for the systematic arrangement and study of
Ordos bronzware.

Grave reference materials to Ordos bronzeware discovered in the period 1973-
1980 include the following: . ,
the Taohongbala grave complex and Ahluchaideng grave in Hangjin Banner, Gong-
suhao grave in Yijinhuoluo Banner, Xigouban grave and Yulongtai grave in
Zhunger Banner, Budonggou grave in Dongsheng county, Maoginggou grave in
Liangcheng county, and Hulusitai grave in Wulatezhonghou United Banner. In
addition a batch of bronzeware was collected in the 1960’s in Sujigou grave and
Waertugou grave in Zhunger Banner, ¥ariiayaozi grave in Helinger county and
Shuijiangoumen grave in Tumute Right Banner. The above mentioned reference
materials include wares belonging to the Bronze Age, Early Iron Age and Iron
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Age. They correspond to the period from Shang and Zhou dynasties down to the
Eastern and Western Han dynasties.

An overall arrangement and systematic study of Ordos bronzeware had not
been made over the years due to lack of conditions. This book based on the above-
mentioned archaeological findings is an attempt to fulfill this need. The author has
included for study objects ccllected spasmodically in Ordos grassland and other
parts of Inner Mongolia over a period of time as well as accompanying articles
" frequently seen in areas known as China proper, including bronze ge (hook weap-
on), bronze mao (spear), bronze arrow-head and bronze belt hook.

The book is in two parts. The first part, entitled “A Study on Ordos Bronze
Ware” is a comprehensive article. Basing himself on recent archaeological discov-
eries and reference materials published at home and abroad, he has made classi-
fication and pericdization of Ordos bronzeware and described the formation into
sets and cultural features of Ordos brongze ware during each period. On the basis of
this he has explored into the problem of the origin and clan attribute of Ordos bronze-
ware. His preliminary view is that Ordos bronzeware originates from native Or-
dos culture and neighboring indigenous culture in North China. In the course of
develocpment, contacts have probably bean made between Ordos culture and Scy-
thian culture, which have exerted mutual influence on each other.

From a study of the dates of wares it can be inferred that the early phase of
Ordos bronzeware probably belongs to the early stage in the culture of the Di peo-
ple or to Di people’s culture. The late phase should belong to the Xiongnu or Hun
culture. Judging from the connotation of early and late cultural phases the two
have a certain ‘“continuity” relationship.

The second part of the book is a compilation of reference materials on Ordos
bronzeware in graves, including reference materials in Xiongnu graves of the Iron
Age. They contain a total of eleven articles. ‘“Maoginggou Grave” — a report on
archaeological findings is being published for the first time. The reference mater-
ials are rich in content and the continuity lasts longer. The cultural connotation
not only bears similarity to Ordos bronzeware in graves in other areas but con-
tains independent and unique features. Ordos bronzeware in grave has, therefore,
certain representative qualities. For this reason the culture of Maoginggou Grave
is christianed “Maoginggou type”. The other articles have been published before.
They are nevertheless collected in this book. Some have undergone revision by
the author, however.

It is hoped that the publication of this book will arouse reaction among read-
ers, whose esteemed comments are cordially invited. In the wake of the develop-
ment of archaeological work in the grassland of North China, the study of Ordos
bronzeware is expected to deepen continuously.

Translated by He Fei
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