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ARBELFPHIEZETHIRARRE?

¢ (2) Which of the following is mentioned in the passage?
TRGERAPALELF PRI T

9 (3) The author mentions all of the following except . .
HRE TR Z I PR R,

9 (4) The reason for-...is ...
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Charles Dickens, one of the greatest writers, was born in 1812,
in one of the small towns of England.

When Dickens was nine years old, the family moved to London,
the capital of England. There were several young children in the fami-
ly. Their life was hard, so Dickens could not go to school.
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Not until his father was out of prison could Dickens go to school.

At that time he was twelve years old. But he did not finish school. Two
years later, he began to work. He often went to the library to read the
books. He wrote lots of novels and stories all his life. Dickens died
over a hundred years ago, but people are still reading his books with
great interest.
( ) 1. Charles Dickens was born in 5

A. France B. 1810 C. June D. England
( ) 2. Charles Dickens began to go to school at the age of

A. nine B. twelve C. twenty D. twenty-two
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was born, i ig & | X F s+ B 4 4 F was born in 1812, in
one of the small towns of England, T4 %% % D,
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% 474 began to go to school, 23| R X § Z B2 5 & T

Not until his father was out of prison could Dickens

go to school. At that time he was twelve years

old. FmHyHEIANF,TaEEH B,
PR BOXRE B T IR 7 BEOR UL SRR 2
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Many people especially beginners, often say that listening to spo-

ken English is too hard for them.
But if you don’t understand what people are saying, how can you

talk with them? It may be difficult, but learning by listening is neces-

sary. It can be done.




It is a common fact that different people have different pronuncia-
tions of the same word. Standard (}x¥E#J) pronunciation is the basis
() for English study, especially of listening.

If your pronunciation is not standard, it is hard for other people
to understand you as it is for you to understand them.

You may know the words when they are written down, That’s
important. You should plan to read every time you practise speaking
and listening,

Choose a set of good books with cassettes. Do the exercises from
the easy to the difficult, step by step. As for listening, you have
many choices. Watch English-language films, listen to English-lan-
guage radio and television programs.

Try to listen every day, even if only for a few minutes. At first,
you may understand very few words or perhaps only familiar names
such as Bush., Don’t give up whether you can catch the meaning or
not. Just listen.

On TV, you can guess some of the words from watching what is
happening on the screen. Gradually you will find yourself recognizing
(GAR) some words. Try to pronounce.them. Do you sound like the
person on TV? Are you speaking standard English?

Remember to read and practise speaking. It will help you to listen bet-
ter. You may find many words that you missed or didn’t understand when
you were listening. Every day, spend an hour reading English.

Talk to English-speaking foreigners whenever possible, Talking
face to face is the liveliest book. In general, foreigners will speak more
slowly with you, use simple words, and use gestureﬁ (F#) to help
you understand them.

( ) 1. Beginners often say that listening to spoken English is too
hard, because e
A. they can’t pronounce in a right way
B. they spend little time listening to English
C. they are not familiar with the words they’ve learnt
D. All of the above
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. From the text, we know that .

Standard pronunciation

A. can help to talk with others

B. is the most important condition of listening
C. helps the speaker understand easily

D. makes listeners glad to talk with you

. To make your listening better, you should

A. choose a set of good books with cassettes
B. watch what is happened on the screen

C. talk to English-speaking foreigners

D. read, watch, talk and listen

4. If you are able to understand some words such as Bush while

listening, what would you do?

A. Don’t be too worried about it.

B. Use gestures to help you.

C. Get into the habit of listening English every day.
D. Find the liveliest textbook to read.

A. a second language is hard to learn

B. speaking standard English is not important
(. listening can be improved (#{#) by reading
D. it helps little to talk to foreigners

Young men often give flowers to young women when they are in

love. This tradition may have come from Turkey.

In the 1700s in Turkey, it was quite popular for people in love to

send each other baskets full of strange things. The baskets were deliv-

ered (i#31%) secretly to the person who was receiving it. Usually, an

old woman who sold flowers or fruit on the street left the basket be-

side the person’s door.

These baskets included a variety (#35) of “gifts”. flowers,
stones, feathers, wax (#%), and even charcoal (&K #). Each thing in
the basket had a special meaning. By figuring out (£ %) the secret




