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rbrigf Introduction

In his own words, sixteen-year-old Philip tells us of his experience in
schools in Beijing, Vancouver and an English international school of
Hong Kong. There he received his education in different systems, each
with its distinct culture.

Since he was a little boy, Philip had to adapt to a variety of
environments, learning processes and ways of living. With a sense of
humour, Philip describes for us how he has coped with the changes,
challenges and difficulties he has encountered in his continuous
process of acquiring for new knowledge. At the same time, he presents
the unique features of the education systems in these schools in a
conparatlve way, and shares his understanding on how to benefit from
each of them.

The appendix of the book provides useful information about application
and admission to universities in various parts of the world, their
respective systems, rankings and short-term overseas courses.

Philip wrote the book both in English and Chinese, which readers may
find useful in their effort to improve the languages through reading.
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'Prtfacg One

On that day of 1988, it was beautiful and sunny. We heard a loud cry of
a baby — Philip was born. His birth brought happiness to the whole
family. As Philip’s grandparents, we felt extremely comforted that the
family name could now be passed down to a further generation.
Looking back at the past 16 years, Philip has grown into a fine young
man from the tiny baby. From crawling on the bed, learning how to
stand upright and sit down, to taking his first step, and to going to
school. Step by step, through excitements and laughter, he has
learned all kinds of new skills, which accompanied him through his
childhood in a carefree fashion. '

His Chinese primary school teachers were serious and responsible,
always making strict demands on the students. They had a great sense
of conscientiousness and were meticulous in their work. They followed
the curriculum, and met their teaching requirements. They taught Philip
a lot of useful knowedge.

In Canada, the school rules were more relaxed. The school aimed to
encourage students to explore their potentials. It organised many
different kinds of interesting activities, allowing him to have fun, and an
enjoyable and memorable childhood. His teachers in Hong Kong have
used many kinds of methods to lead him take a bigger step in his
studies, as well as giving him the best environment for further growth
and development.
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. The Chinese culture is rich, intensive and all-inclusive, offering Philip
the correct studying directions and methods, as well as many principles
of establishing himself in the society. Combined with his western
education, foreign language skills, as well as mastering the modern
technological knowledge, he wili become a much more useful member
of the society, and will enjoy a meaningful life. The generations before
Philip, including his parents and grandparents, had to experience a lot
of hardship in their pursuit of knowledge. Under the current favourable
living conditions and learning environments, we hope that Philip could
study even harder, learn more knowledge about eastern and western
science and cultures, and become an individual who will devote more

to the society.

Philip’s Grandparents
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Our son Philip has attended schools in Beijing, Vancouver, and Hong
Kong respectively; experiencing three different cities with distinct
cultures and school systems.

in Beijing, he attended an ordinary primary school. He was a good
student. He finished his homework on time and obeyed school
disciplines in order to achieve perfect marks.

Years later, he came to Vancouver, and attended a public school as
most Canadian kids did, where the students had no textbooks. The
education methods were very flexible, and many lessons were in the
form of fieldtrips, visits to museums, etc. These contrasted greatly with
the formal, disciplined learning in Beijing. What was happening in the
new school was fresh and exciting to him on one hand, on the other he
had to learn how to adapt to the new learning programs. It was all very
challenging to him. Initially, we found that his mathematics skills did not
improve as much as we had anticipated. However, we were pleased to
see that he was no longer shy and could speak to audiences skillfully
and confidently.

As parents, we felt that in Beijing, the knowledge was presented to the
students in the most systematic way, allowing the students to develop a

spirit of diligence. On the contrary, in Vancouver, the education in the.

primary school was more focused on encouraging the kids to think,
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cultivating their interests and curiosities in science and technology,
and to develop their potentials. For children who love to learn, they
have plenty of opportunities to show their creativity.

iIn Hong Kong, China, he attends an English international school.
Though the science-related courses offered are similar to those in
North America, the school places much emphasis on British traditions
and culture. With the addition of the unique customs and traditions of
Hong Kong itself, Philip once again is given the experience of another
change in both lifestyle and learning, and again has encountered many
hardships.

Like other parents, we wish Philip will learn more. But we hope even
more that he lives a happy and healthy life. We live in an era of
communications, and people today have so much to learn. Therefore, it
is only possible for them to learn what they think is the most useful. We
hope to help him find an efficient way to absorb the most useful and
practical knowledge in the limited time.

The contents of this book come mainly from Philip’s diary. Since the
differences in history, cultures and traditions, every education system
has its specialities and qualities. However, not many teenagers are like
Philip, who has already experienced so many types of education at a
very young age. We sincerely hope that many children, by reading this
book, may be benefited while developing their broader knowedge.

P ﬁiﬁy’s Parents
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