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PREFACE

Every time when the murmuring water of the Songhua River is frozen info pure and clean ice and snow, visitors from various places of the world come in a
continuous stream to Zhingyang Street, and their footprints leave over on the Grand Ice and Snow World and even on all streets and alleys, Harbin, the oriental city with
European continental flavor, will show her beautiful and splendid looks to the world once again. This is a grand festival of Harbin. How can the simple pure elements like
ice and snow can weave such a special beauty? Such a festival has been celebrated for 22 times up fo now.

If we say that the French show vogue in the Ave des Champs Elysees, the Germans continue fo create new technologies, Aegean Sea cultivated the origin of
mankind civilization, and the Greeks experienced mythology under the olive trees, ...... then Harbin people are spreading lilac fragrance with ice and snow to block
away the monotonous and tasteless winter. The Sophia Church, Zhongyang Street, the Monument of Tiumph over the Flood, the sky-scraping Dragon Tower are
the landmarks of the city that witnessed so many ice and snow events created by Harbin people, such as the Ice Lanfern Show, large bonfire evenings, wedding
ceremony on ice, winter swimming, car rally on snow ground, economic and trade fair, etc. The Ice and Snow Festival has become a platform for domestic and
foreign businessmen to make economic and frade cooperation and fiiendly exchanges. Harbin people will pay more attention to the friendly neighbor of Russia.

Harbin Ice and Snow Festival remind us the civilization of the north sunk in ice and snow, and feel the profound, straightforward, and original quality and emotion

that come from the remote antiquity. The charm hidden in bold personality requires us to think carefully, to feel and fo enjoy.
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Ice is sleeping water, and the lanterns are the dreams of water. The grand opening of
the 22nd Harbin International Ice and Snow Festival took the “European Influence and ice
and snow passion” as her theme, shook hands with the "Year of Russia”, and bring Russian
glamour cultivated in foreign land to grow on the beautiful Songhua River in winter through
hundred items of ice and snow events in five fields: ice and snow arts, ice and snow
tourism, ice and snow economic relations and trade, ice and snow culture, and ice and
snow sports.

The romantic and fascinating European continental glamour of Harbin constitutes a
new image on this ice and snow festival, just like a magic scroll of ice and snow painting,
but also like an unconstrained song or graceful poem. Some people say that the ice and
snow glamour of Harbin is fragrant beer. One can not have enough no matter how much
you can drink.
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Envoys from 68 countries and more than 600 Chinese and foreign representatives

Snow Festival. After the lllient address C

gathered at the opening ceremony of the magnif
f Mr. Zhang Zuoji, Govemnor of Heillongjiang Province, Mr. Xu Jialu, Vice Chairman of the National
Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference; Mr. Wang Zhifa, Vice [

nt and solemn 22nd China Harbin International Ice ana
ple’s Congress; Mr. Zhou Tienong, Vice Chairman of the
director of the State Administ M'w n of Tourism; Mr. Du Yuxin, Standing Member of the Provincial Party Committee of Heilongjiang
Mayor of Harbin and other leaders jointly started the pushbutton for the opening of the grand ice and sNow ¢ event

and Secretary of the Municipal Committee of CPC; and Mr. Shi Zh
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K B B 2 The Magnificent ICE AND SNOW EVENT
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Artistic Performance with Extraordinary Splendor
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The dancers of the best Russian Artistic froupes gave a fantastic performance of
the Russian dance with magnificent characteristics with their superb skills and fascinating
glamour. The intoxicated audience were brought info a fantasy world, or on a pasture, orin a

palace, or looking at far mountains with endless joy. This was a special scene for the opening
ceremony of this session of the Ice and Snow Festival
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