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It is the nature of Chinese people to love
merrymaking and gathering. To this end, from
the Chinese willfully
culled several festival dates for the express pur-
pose of joyful coming together.
Boat Festival to Mid-autumn Festival to the Fes-

the 365 days in a year,
From Dragon

tival of Lanterns, all serve as celebratory events
equally enjoyable for young and old. A festival is
a ritual and a formality; even more it is a recre-
ation and a release. It is an event of significance,
drawing the attention and participation of all, just
like Christmas, April Fool's, or Thanksgiving in
the west. Occasionally I will fall into this kind
of speculation and thought: without any festi-
vals across our 365 days, life would be dull, va-
pid and joyless. A festival is like a gate to relax-
ation, an outlet for emotions, and a vehicle for
happiness. Festivals are worth celebrating and
anticipating.

Following political stability and economic
development in China, the celebratory nature of
its people has become fully stimulated and mani-
fested. Not only are China's traditional festivals
as vibrant as ever, but also new festivals are
sprouting up as fast and as many as spring shoots
after a rain. These man-made festivals have been
used again and again to promote urban revelry
and encourage consumption. The commercial
motivation behind these festivals remains obvi-
ous, however: they improve the economy, pro-
mote tourism, and raise the reputation of a city.
At the same time, they also reflect on a people's
collective unconscious pursuit for happiness, and
the weight they bear in obtaining it. For urban
citizens leading increasingly burdened and stress-
ful lives,

disengagement and relief, like taking a suit of ar-

festivals are indeed the best means for

mor off of one's spirit.

Chen Shenglai

China has a boundless expanse of territory,
and a plethora of festivals to match. It is extreme-
ly difficult to calculate the exact number of festi-
but it is
estimated that there are three to four thousand.

vals and events that occur nationwide,

All cities and regions have fully explored their
human and natural resources to create festivals
with a local touch in order to have a local brand,
a local calling card. The Qingdao Beer Festival,
Haerbin Ice Sculpture Festival, Qufu Internation-
al Confucius Cultural Festival and the Yichang
Three Gorges Tourism Festival are all examples.
Fach festival incorporates the city's theme, creat-
ing a festival culture, promoting a festival econo-
my and tourism. These festivals have richly var-
ied themes and colorful and unique characteris-
tics of all kinds,
ucts, folk-customs, culture, heritage and famous

presenting special local prod-

scenic spots. Festivals and events have become a

profession, a scholarly field, and an industry

which is hard to overlook. It occurred to me that
a city's festivals are the unique perspective from
which we can learn about it and the living envi-
ronment of its citizens. This is indeed a valuable
enterprise. Therefore, from the proposal stage to
the groundwork, my colleagues and I have cho-
sen one hundred highly representative festivals
and events from the hundreds and thousands of
festivals in China. By collecting and editing the
information and pictures, we have now finished
this book for our readers.

This book is not only a concise selection of
Chinese festivals and events, but also depicts
beautiful urban lifestyles. At the same time it re-
flects the theme "the City Makes Life Better; Fes-
tivals and Events Make Life Happier".
Proofreader:

(Translator: Forrina Chen;

Lauren Buckalew)
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The Beijing Music Festival was established in 1998 as one of the best musical gala in China. It is
held from October to November presenting high standard of musical production such as, concert, recital,

opera, drama and jazz.
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" Beijing International Culture Tourism Festival”
diversity and creativity and it has been successfully held for 8 times.

RS 56 N RIBEHIBA 2400 B REZEARK LR
% 5+ FLE SRR LA R A £ B9 TR B 2B . 20
ZRIARKFATHE BEFBERARXA, 5

#ER 850 B, FNY, MK/ \ A AEZM T KB
F%, ERRFS RS HREEREE L B E
HIMRARNEEEN BB ULTRF. TR
EittRRR T IERNBRESIED, MRThEE T
JE3R#Y 2008 FRizS,

2 BOCAL” (SR BBk L
BRI " XEFERRIEEMING,2005 4

EMAEM TENREAR 14 M EABFENSHES
BB BEE— I HIER, XTEHMRAKXEEHE

E T AR E BRI SCAL T 8O S SRR A A6
EORIEHST MEMRFB R, EREAZE

BB RERD , —5OR B0t A BR B #0 £ 5 . EER IR

XATEEMAILR—ENTWHAREL, EAHF

is an international folk festival with features of
It has gradually inaugurated a

new pattern, which is focusing on capital chief meeting place and cooperating with sub meeting places

to hold the festival together.

Each festival has a new theme,

a new style and also a different effect.

Now it has not only become a bridge for Beijing to communicate with the world, but also offered a

platform for annotating Beijing 2008 Olympic spirit.
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Founded in 2000, "Meet in Beijing” has established itself a prominent international art festival aiming

at recommending Chinese culture and introducing in world art elite.

It presents a large variety of pro-

grams ballet, drama, symphony music, pop, jazz, chorus, musicals and exhibitions. Each May , let's

meet in Beijing.
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Located in the county named YanQing, 70km
away»fro‘i'h\ Beijing, the celebratét folk gathering
Yanoﬂwg lce and Snow-.,Tour'i§m festival” " was

. founded in 1987. The* Jtypical winter folk “festival |n
the northern China. brmgs the artistic ehjoyment of
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