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1) This passage is mainly about .

2)The author’s purpose in writing the passage is to ____ .

3)The major point discussed in the passageis .

4)The best title for the passage would be .

5)The passage tellsus .

6) What is the passage mainly about?

7) Which of the following best explains the main idea of the passage?
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1)1t can be inferred from the passage that .

2)1t can be concluded from the passage that .
3)We can safely conclude from the passage that ___ .
4)The author implies that .

5)We can safely say from the passage that .
6)The passage suggests that __

7) What does the author imply by saying. . .7

8)The author believes that .

9)1It can be seen from the passage that .

10) The passage is most likely a part of __ .
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1) Which of the following statements is NOT TRUE?
2) Which of the following is NOT mentioned in the passage?
3)All of the following are true except .

4)The reason for. . .is
5)What. ..?



6)Why...?
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1)The author’s attitude towards. . .is

2)The tone of the author is .

3)What is the general tone of the article?

4)The tone of the author is one of .

5)The attitude of. . . towards. . .is generally one of

X AT H A9 3% £ 0 B % BT 31 $17] : approving, concerned,
critical,, defensive, disappointed , disgusted , doubtful , enthusiastic, friendly,
hostile, humorous, indifferent, indignant, ironic, light-hearted, matter-of-
fact, negative, neutral, objective, optimistic, pessimistic,, positive , question-
ing, sarcastic, satirical, serious, subjective, suspicious, sympathetic %5, %
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1)The word “..." probably means

2)The word “...” could best be replaced by .

3) What does the word “..." refer to?

4)By saying “...",the author means ____

5)When the author says “..." ,he means ___

6) Which of the following is closest in meaning to the sentence

“UT?
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Passage One

A rapid means of long-distance transportation became a necessity for
the United States as settlement (37 #i /& #1) spread ever farther west-
ward. The early trains were impractical curiosities, and for a long time the
railroad companies met with troublesome mechanical problems. The most
serious ones were the construction of rails able to bear the load, and the
development of a safe, effective stopping system. Once these were solved,

the railroad was established as the best means of land transportation. By



1860 there were thousands of miles of railroads crossing the eastern moun-
tain ranges and reaching westward to the Mississippi. There were also re-
gional southem and western lines.

The high point in railroad building came with the construction of the
first transcontinental system.In 1862 Congress authorized two western rail-
road companies to build lines from Nebraska westward and from California
eastward to a meeting point, so as to complete a transcontinental crossing
linking the Atlantic seaboard with the Pacific. The Government helped the
railroads generously with money and land. Actual work on this project be-
gan four years later. The Central Pacific Company, starting from Califor-
nia, used Chinese labor, while the Union Pacific employed crews of Irish
labourers . The two groups worked at remarkable speed, each trying te cov-
er a greater distance than the other. In 1869 they met at a place called
Promontory in what is now the state of Utah.Many visitors came there for
the great occasion. There were joyous celebrations all over the country,
with parades and the ringing of church bells to honor the great achieve-
ment.

The railroad was very important in encouraging westward movement.
It also helped build up industry and farming by moving raw materials and
by distributing products rapidly to distant mnarkets. In linking towns and
people to one another it helped unify the United States.

1) The major problems with America’ s railroad system in the mid 19th
century lay in
A) poor quality rails and unreliable stopping system
B)lack of financial support for development
C) limited railroad lines
D)lack of a transcontinental railroad

2)The huilding of the {irst transcontinental system



A) brought about a rapid growth of industry and farming in the west
B) attracted many visitors to the construction sites
C)attracted labourers from Europe
D) encouraged people to travel all over the country
3)The best title for this passage would be
A) Settlement Spread Westward
B)The Coast-to-Coast Railroad: A Vital Link
C) American Railroad History
D) The Importance of Trains in the American Economy
4)The construction of the transcontinental railroad took
A)9 years B)7 years C)4 years D)3 years
5) What most likely made people think about a transcontinental railroad?
A)The possibility of government support for such a task.
B) The need to explore Utah.
C)The need to connect the east coast with the west.
D) The need to develop the railroad industry in the west.
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Passage Two

Where do pesticides (FH71) fit into the picture of environmental
disease? We have the power to make our streams fishless and our gardens
and woodlands silent and birdless. Man, however much he may like to pre-
tend the contrary, is part of nature.Can he escape a pollution that is now
so thoroughly distributed throughout our world?

We know that cven single exposure to these chemicals, if the amount
is large enough, can cause extremely severe poisoning. But this is not the
major problem. The sudden illness or death of farmers, farm workers, and
others exposed to sufficient quantities of pesticides are very sad and
should not occur. For the population as a whole, we must be more con-
cemed with the delayed effects of absorbing small amounts of the pesti-
cides that invisibly pollute our world.

Responsible public health officials have pointed out that the biologi-



cal effects of chemicals are cumulative (ZF{H) over long periods of

time, and that the danger to the individual may depend on the sum of the

exposures received throughout his lifetime . For these very reasons the dan-
ger 1s easily ignored. It is human nature to shake off what may seem to us

a threat of future disaster. “Men are naturally most impressed by diseases

which have obvious signs,”says a wise physician, Dr Rene Dubos, “yet

- some of their worst enemies slowly approach them unnoticed. ”

1) Which of the following=is closest in meaning to the sentence “Man,
however much he may like to pretend the contrary, is pant of nature.”
(Para.1)?

A)Man appears indifferent to what happens in nature.

B)Man acts as if he does not belong to nature.

C)Man can avoid the effects of environmental pollution.

D)Man can escape his responsibilities for environmental protection .

2) What is the author’ s attitude towards the environmental effects of pesti-

cides?
A) Pessimistic . C) Defensive.
B) Indifferent . D) Concerned.

3)In the author’s view, the sudden death caused by exposure to large
amounts of pesticides
A)is not the worst of the negative consequences resulting from the use
of pesticides
B)now occurs most frequently among all accidental deaths
C)has sharply increased so as to become the centre of public attention
D)is unavoidable because people can’t do without pesticides in farming
4)People tend to ignore the delayed effects of exposure to chemicals be-
cause

A)limited exposure to them does little harm to people’s health
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B)the present is more important for them than the future
C)the danger does not become apparent immediately
D)humans are capable of withstanding small amounts of poisoning
5)It can be concludc. from Dr Dubos’ remarks that .
A)people find invisible diseases difficult to deal with
B)attacks by hidden enemies tend to he fatal
C)diseases with opvious signs are easy to cure
D) people tend to overlook hidden dangers caused by pesticides
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