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Preface

By Liang Baohua

It is the 600™ anniversary of Zheng He’s expedition to the Western Seas this year.
With “love for motherland, friendly neighborliness and scientific navigation” as the
theme, it is of magnificent significance to solemnly hold a series of activities to
commemorate this great forerunner in the world navigation, for carrying forth the great
national spirit, to reinforce the national embodiment, as well as to promote our cause of
modernization.

With a long history and a glorious culture, the Chinese nation has made notable
contributions to the world civilization and human progress. The 15" century was an epoch-
making period in the history of the world navigation. The seven voyages to the Western Seas
of Zheng He, the outstanding navigator of China, turned the earliest and the most vivid
and the most magnificent page at the time. Over the 28 eventful years through 1405 to
1433, Zheng He commanded his gigantic fleet for seven voyages in the vast waters across
the Pacific Ocean, the Indian Ocean, the Persian Gulf and the Red Sea, and left over his
footprints in numerous littoral countries and regions in Asia and Africa. Zheng He’s
expedition to the Western Seas marked the age that the human civilization extended from
land to ocean, materialized an unprecedented miracle in the navigation history of China
and even of the world and is deemed as a splendid chapter of the brilliant civilization of the
Chinese nation!

Jiangsu is well related to Zheng He’s expedition. Today’s Nanjing was the capital seat
in the Ming Dynasty. Liujiagang, in Taichang city, was the most important port of external
trade at the time; the time endowed Jiangsu the historical status as the start point of Zheng

He’s expedition. Moreover, Zheng He lived in Jiangsu longer than he did in any other
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places. And Jiangsu has the largest inventory of historical sites that are kept the most fully
in shape. The people in Jiangsu scored huge contributions to Zheng He’s expedition. Two
historical volumes that keep records of Zheng He’s expedition, i.e. , Stories of Foreign
Countries around the Indian Ocean and Triumphant Tour of the Star Raft were written
respeclively by Gong Zheng and Fei Xin ‘from Jiangsu who followed Zheng He in the
expedition; Moreover, people of diverse trades partook in the voyages in service,
providing hands and material. Thus, it is undoubtedly of special significance to host
“Carry on Civilization, Open to the World, for Peace and Development—International
Academic Forum in Mem(;ry of the 600™ Anniversary of Zheng He’s Expedition” in
Jiangsu.

Since ancient times, Jiangsu has a fine tradition of opening to and contacting with the
outside, e. g, Xufu in the Qin Dynasty launched out and Jian Zhen in the Tang Dynasty
sailed eastward to Japan. In the Yuan Dynasty, Taichang Harbor turned to be the most
important trade port of the Dynasty. In the early modern times, Jiangsu was one of the
places initially soaked in modernization. The southern Jiangsu is one of the cradles for the
Chinese national industry. Since the onset of opening up and reform, Jiangsu has been in
full swing in the effort to develop export-oriented economy, utilized actively foreign capital
and participated in international cooperation and competition. In result, Jiangsu has
realized sustained, speedy and stable development in the social economy.In 2004,
Jiangsu’s GDP percapita surpasses US $ 2500 and the imports & exports total US $170. 8
billion, a total of US $100 billion for foreign investment; the foreign exchanges in
education, science and technology keep on booming, forming an overall opening status
with multi-layers and wide field. Practice shows that to persist in the opening policy and to
mutually cooperate with all the nations all over the world is a good route to speed up the
development in a nation and a region.

Years go, but the spirit stays. Zheng He’s expedition scores perpetual contributions to
the politics, economy, culture and external contacts of the ancient China and has turned
to be a spiritual wealth and an excelling cultural legacy of China and even of the world. To
commemorate Zheng He’s expedition, explore and display Zheng He’s patriotism, deepen
reform and open wider, build a modern power, and realize reunification of motherland—
all these are the historical responsibilities we should shoulder. It is our sacred mission to

carry on and promote Zheng He’s tradition of maintaining good relations with neighborhood ,



strengthen friendly contacts with foreign countries, maintain the world’s peace, press
forward human progress and development. Today, the hardworking and intelligent Jiangsu
people rally in full enthusias‘m around the ‘Central Committee of the Chinese Communist
Party with Hu Jingtao as Secretary-General, hold high the great banner of Deng Xiaoping
Theory, endeavor to practise the important thought of “Three Represents”, implement
actively the new idea of putting people above all and overall, coordinated and sustainable
development, abide steadfast by opening up and reform, and strive to advance ahead in
the building of a welfare society in an all-round way and the realization of basic

modernization.
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