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Foreword

Comrade He Jinnian is a member of the Central Advisory
Committee of the Chinese Communist Party. He joined the Party in
1928, and in 1930, he was admitted into the Chinese Workers’
and Peasants’ Red Army, being commonder of a regiment,
division, and then army. During the War Against Japanese
Aggression (1937-1945), he was commander-of the 3rd Brigade
of the Yan'an garrison. He was, in the War of Liberation (1945-
1949}, column commander and deputy commander of an army
corps. After the founding of the People’s Republic, he was deputy
commander and chief of staff of the Northeast Military Area. He
was a deputy to the fourth National People’s Congress, and an
alternate member of the 11th Central Committee of the Chinese
Communist Party.

When he turned 70 in 1980, he submitted a report to the
Central Military Commission, asking for withdrawal from the
frontiline 1o make woy for the young and able. He said he was
ready to devote his time to something he had cherished for so
long. He chose painting. As the saying goes, “Never start to learn
a trade in your middle age.” In that case, success is hardly to come
by. However, Jinnian has hurdled all difficulties and succeeded.

He would never stop before he has achieved his aim. He took
the brush as the rifle and worked without a single letup. It was yet
another fortress he had to conquer. He began with the basics and
worked eight hours a day in summer and winter, drawing
bamboo stems and leaves. The deceased famous artist Liu Jiyou
remarked, A veteran soldier turns to painting ofter he retires, he
works with his brush all day and is never tired of it. He is a good
example to the young people.” Comrade linnian writes the
following lines, “‘A soldier for all my life, it is not unusual for me to
take up the brush at 70. Moving my worn wrist, | draw bamboo in
the silvery light. Quietly the first light slips onto my grey hair.”

Six months later, his first work the Wind ond Bamboo was
completed. Zhao Puchv, a noted poet, wrote the inscription, *'The
wind comes down the wall, and the bamboo, emerging from the
earth, is natural and unrestrained. He Jinnian has shown his true

merit, ond he has the bamboo in his heart. He cannot do without
bamboo for a single day, sharing with it the great virtue of
modesty and determination. Proud as snow and frost, the
bamboo is the eternal friend of the pine and pium.” His teacher
Zhang Lichen wrote, “after fighting o hundred battles, he learns
to paint at 70. He produces this painting in six months, and this is
hardly believable.”

Nine years have passed since. He has built up ever deeper
feelings for the bamboo. His bamboo braves sharp winds, glistens
in the morning sun, drips in the rain, and stands erect in the snow.
People say his fighting experience finds expression in his bamboo,
which is sturdy and straight and is ready to be broken than bent. It
encourages people to make continuous progress. Like an army
general, it has a shorp sense of integrity. No wonder it is known
widely as the “bamboo general.”

Meanwhile, Jinnian is working with grecter skills. It Is said it
requires a while lifetime to leam to paint orchids, and half of it to
paint bamboo. In other words, Jinnian has successfully token up
the challenge. Apart from bamboo, he excels at painting pines,
plums, orchids and chrysanthemums. In 1985 ond 86, his ink
paintings The bamboo General were awarded at the exhibition of
paintings by veteran cadres sponsored by the Headquarters of
the Genernal Staff of the Chinese People’s Liberation Army. One
of his paintings, which measures 5 feet wide and is devoted to the
50th anniversary of the Long March, has come into the collection
of the Military Museum of the Chinese People's Revolution.

Now the general’s wish has come true. The wind that strokes
his “bamboo general” has reached the southern frontier at
Laoshan and northern China,. In his Memory, a poem published in
the Selected Poems of Generals and Marshals which went off the
press only recently, he says about whot he has done in retirement.
"“Smiling at my paost, | work light-hearted in my humble abode.
Learning to paint pines, bamboos and plums, { see an endiess
vista before me."

Huang Zhen
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About the Artist

Born in 1910 in Zichang County, Shaanxi
Province, He Jinnian joined the Chinese Communist
Party in 1928, and the Chinese Workers' and
Peasants’ Red Army in 1930, to become commander
of a regiment, division and army. During the Anti-
Japanese War (1937-1945), he was commander of
3rd garrison brigade stationed in Yan'an, and
during the War of Liberation (1945-1 949),he was a
column commander.

After the founding of the People’s Republic, he
was deputy commander and chief of staff of the
northeastern military area, President of 27 Infantry
School (Now Dalian Army Academy) of the Chinse
PLA and later, deputy commander of the armored
forces.

He has been honored with the August 1 Medal,
First Order, Independence and Freedom Medal, First
Order, Liberation Medal, First Order, and Red Star
Meritorious Medal, First Order.

He was deputy to the fourth National People’s
Congress and an alternate member of the 11th

Chinese Communist Party Central Committee. He is
currently membef of the Central Advisory Committee
of the Communist Party of China.

He learned to paint in 1980. He paints pines,
plums, orchids and chrysanthemums, but has a special
liking for bamboo, which is known as the “Bamboo
General” for its elegant style. His bamboos have
won awards since 1985 and appeared in
magazines, newspapers and exhibitions. His five-
foot-wide work dedicated to the 50th anniversary of
the Long March is in the collection of the Military
Museum.

He is member of the Chinese Calligraphers’
Association, vice president of the Veteran Cadres’
Association of Calligraphy and Painting Under the
Headquarters of the General Staff of the People’s
Liberation Army, vice president of the China Society
for the Study of Calligraphy and Painting of the
Aging, and honorary president of the Tieliu Society
for the Study of Arts and Calligraphy of Beijing.
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Bamboo in a Fine Day
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Bamboo, Green for ever
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