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Urban Image & Urban Form:
Globalization, Glocalization and Chinese world cities

Piper Gaubatz
University of Massachusetts

Introduction

One of the most visually striking aspects of China’s contemporary
urban transformation is the large number of ultra—-modern skyscrapers
which tower above the surviving remnants of earlier eras of Chinese
urbanism. These new urban landscapes embody the new interactions be—
tween China and the world in the reform era and are radically altering
the form of the cities and the image of Chinese urbanization at home and
abroad.

As an urban geographer I have been studying the changing form of
cities for the past two decades. Today I would like to present some
observations concerning the connections between the changing form of
Chinese cities and the creation of new urban images and urban identities
I will discuss the significance of processes of globalization and
“glocalization”(by which I mean the integration of global and local
characteristics), and comment upon aspects of urban image development
for China including the creation of “world cities”, the development
of new “central business districts”, new concerns with “environmental
quality”, new kinds of signature landscapes, the new role of foreign
architectural firms in urban design, and the creation of city “brands”.
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