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INTRODUCTION

China is a multinational country. The gorgeous cos-~
tumes and ornaments of minority nationalities display
wealth of vivacity and color, that is an integral part of
Chinese costume culture. This book analyzed the history
and development of costumes and ornaments of the 55 minor-
ity nationalities according to historical and ethnologi-
cal point of view, and also discussed the influences of
the nationalities’ habits, religion, aesthetic stan-
dards, marriage morality and the cultural mixture of the
costumes and ornaments thoroughly.

The eight chapters of this book included the Costume
Panorama, the Costume History and development, Northeast
and Inner Mongolia Areas Costumes, Northwest Area Cos-
tumes, Southwest Area Costumes, Mid-Southeast Areas Cos-
tumes, the Costumes Techniques as well as the Costumes I1-
lustrations. With plenty of photographs, the readers can
deeply see the talent creation of Chinese minority na-
tionalities and hence to understand the greatness and in-
tensiveness of costume culture of Chinese minority na-

tionalities.
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