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PREFACE

Conversational Chinese 301 is intended to be an intensive course book for for-
eigners who have just started to learn Chinese.

This book consists of 40 lessons and 8 reviews. The 40 lessons encompass nearly
30 communicative functions such as “Greetings” and “Making an Acquaintance”,

about 800 new words and the fundamentals of Chinese grammar. Each lesson is divid-

ed into six parts Sentences, Conversation, Substitution and Extension, New
Words, Grammar, and Exercises.

This book lays emphasis on improving the ability of the learner to use Chinese for
communication. It integrates the communicative function with the grammatical struc-
ture and presents the most essential and useful part of the language in the linguistic
environments one is usually exposed to in daily life, so as to enable the learner to mas-
ter the 301 basic conversational sentences fairly quickly, and on that basis, through
substitution and extension practice, to acquire the ability to carry on simple conversa-
tions with the Chinese. In this way, the book will also help lay a solid foundation for
further study.

In view of the characteristics of language learning of the adult, we use not only
easy-to-understand language, but also simple grammar. All this will help him use the
grammatical rules to guide his own language practice and draw inferences about other
cases from one instance.

The exercises are varied and plentiful. The reviews give due attention to improv-
ing the conversational and narrative skills of the learner, as well as systematically
summarizing the grammar points covered. The exercises in each lesson and the re-

views may be used in totality or in part, according to actual circumstances.

The Compilers
March, 1989
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The Chinese Phonetic Alphabet

Rk | 5K | FEEK | GRKk | #E5K | FEERK
printed written printed written

forms forms names forms forms names
Aa A o [a] Nn N n [ne]

Bb | B ¢ [pe] oo | 99 [o]

Cc C ¢ [tse] Pp Fop [p‘el
pg | D 4 [te] aq | Q@ ¢ | [t'iou]
Ee E e [+] Rr R r [ar]

Ff F f [ef] Ss $ s [es]

Gg | 94 [ke] Tt | Tt [e'e]

Hh H k [xa] Uu U u [u]

i [ [i] Vv 27 [ve]

Jj ] } [ teic] Ww W w (wal

K k K k [k‘e] Xx | X x (i

L L [el] Yy | Yy [ja]

M m M m [em] 2z Z z [tse]
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Abbreviations

mingci

daici

dongci
néngyuan dongci
xingréngci
shuci

liangci

fuci

jieci

lidnei

zhuci

dongtai zhuci
jiégou zhuci
ylqi zhuci
tanci
xiangshéngci
citéu

ciw8i

noun
pronoun

verb

modal verb
adjective

numeral

measure word
adverb
preposition
conjunction
particle

aspect particle
structural particle
modal particle
interjection
onomatopoeia
prefix

suffix
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