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Author’s Preface

When we're young, every one of us has ideals. When
we grow up, however, we discover more often than not that
our career is a far cry from the ideal. For this reasonl

took up photography.

My interest in photography began in 1973,lwhen I found
myself without a job at home after living and working with
a peasant family in the countryside for five years. Those
years were the richest of my life, In 1976, when I saw
the masses pour out their grieves for the late Premier
Zhou Enlai at Tiananmen Square during “Qingming Fes-
tival”, I began to understand the value of photography, and
I have since formed an indissoluble bond with the camera
and decided to make photography my career. I have been
doing my best to offer my audience, through the camera’s

eye. All the most beautiful images I have seen.

As a professional photographer,] have covered almost
every part of the country: from the ice-bound northwest to
the perennially green Hainan Island, from Tibet, the roof
of the world, to the Dai villages surrounded by bamboo
groves, from the vast Inner Mongolian steppes to the my-
sterious Silk road, from the colorful Miao mountain ham-
lets to the sources of the Yangtze River and Yellow River.
Everywhere I find beauty. It swirls around and enlightens.
It broadens one’s vision, refines the sentiment, and spurs

one on to discover and create.

A photographer’s life is anything but comfortable. Of-
ten you travel hundreds of miles a day,snatch a few hours’
sleep, and gulp down whatever is at hand. I like it none-
theless. Mentally I have never felt tired. Best of all, I
have come to realize the significance of life, and enjoy it

through creation.



I like to explore “humanity”, the eternal theme. I
hope my works reflect human thoughts and moods, charac-
ter and relationships, how man cheatsdestiny and resolves
his conflicts. Isn’t life with its successes and failures,
happiness and pain, exactly like Nature, which also chang-

es constantly, sunny at one momemt and stormy the next?

I like the frontier with its massive mountains and
limitless sky, where the ethnic people still live with their
timeless traditions, where everything is simple and honest,
with its rugged, soul-stirring beauty. It opens my mind
and purifies my soul. With my camera Irecordeverything

I see, passionately, delicately, suggestively.

We have grown up under specific historical condi-

tions. We have learned to face reality from the misfortune

of the nation and of our own lives. In pursuing our care-
ers, we will always encounter difficulties. Life has many
challenges. They are not to be feared. What rather to be
feared is bland conventionality and the blind pursuit of

what is commonly considered stylish.

This album, while far from being perfect, gives exp-
ression to my sentiments, my thoughts, and my understand-
ings. It marks the path I have traveled in the past decade,
as well as a new start. However bumpy and tortuous the

way, I will continue to proceed firmly in quest of my goal.
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Editor’s Note

Everytime when my little daughter had
an outing in springtime, she was  back al-
ways with flowers of various colors with
which she beautified her room. She did so
perhaps because she has an instinet for beau-
tiful things.

Everytime when I visited a photo exhi-
bition in the gallery, | often stopped before
the photographs which attracted my interest.
Then, I took out my notebook and  jotted
down the titles and the names of the photo-
graphers. [ did so perhaps because I am a
picture editor.

Just like picking flowers in a garden
in the spring, I have found in the field of
photographic art a group of  photographers
and amateurs who dare to make breakthrou-
ghs and have developed their own individua-
lity and styles.I am to introduce them to the
readers so as to appreciate their artistic
attainments and use their  experience for

reference ...

e A Collection of Works by
Chen Changfen

* A Collection of Works by
Zhu Xianmin

¢ A Collection of Works by
Luo Xiaoyun
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A Tibetan Girl
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