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Preface

With over 2,500 years' history, Suzhou is the birth-place of the Wu
civilization, and has long been acclaimed as paradise on earth.

Pingjiang,in the central part of Suzhou, has been known for its
ancient town, history and intact cultural heritage. The local dialect,
bridges and streams, residences of famous personages, gardens, cultural
relics and historical sites, along with the Wu School Paintings, artifacts,
Kunqu operas, Pingtan Ballads and the local cuisine--- have all
contributed to the glamour of the place. Everything in the customs of
people's lives is in fact a reflection of their special character, which
features a combination of gentleness and strength, openness, and a high
respect for education and knowledge.

The two Chinese characters that make up the word Pingjiang came
into use in the year 1113, when the town was raised in administrative
level to Prefecture. This name lasted for 200 years. From the Map of
Pingjiang which was inscribed in 1229, we can sce that the area of what
is now the Pingjiang District occupied half of the total land of the ancient
town.

According to the city plan of construction of The Pingjiang District,
Renmin Road, which serves as the central axis of Suzhou, would be
further extended in the north to connect with Shanghai-Nanjing
Expressway. With the Industrial Park to the east, the New District in to
the west, and with Ganjiang Road and Ganjiang canal in the southern
side of the central area, the ancient road are exhibiting its best at all
times. It is becoming the busiest pivot of transportation and the most
prosperous business part of the city.

It is our belief that the district of Pingjiang will be further improved
in all aspects, in its infrastructure construction, in the protection of its
historical and cultural sites, including the townscape and scenic spots,
together with the development of the citizens' cultural concepts. So it
will assume the general character of "double chess-board of roads and
waterways encompassing gardens, historical sites and relics".

In this new spring, this book is now open before you. It is original
in its planning, and is a demonstration of the contributions of the local
people who have made a history and a civilization of their own with all
of their activities. From this book, you may also find the origin and
development of the humanitarian concepts based on the understanding of
the people.

The ancients used to say, it would be a pity to come to Suzhou and
yet not to visit Tiger Hill. And we believe that reading this book may
bring you to think that it is also a pity not to visit Pingjiang once you are
in Suzhou.

In all sincerity we welcome you to visit Pingjiang with all sincerity.

Zhou Renyan
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Part One
Time-Honored Pingjiang District

A picture of Pingjiang taken with the aid of the remote sensor
technology shows the clear-cut streets and watercourses surprisingly
matching with the Map of Pingjiang, inscribed 800 hundred years ago
in the South Song Dynasty and now still kept intact in the Confucius
Temple. Such a close resemblance is indeed unprecedented in
history.

The wonder lies in the fact that the site of the ancient town has
remained in its original place through a history of 2,500 years since
King He Lii had it constructed in 514 B.C. Then, people may well
ask what kind of power has made this miracle, for the history of this
ancient city has seen so many changes, undergone so much
destruction, with the rise and fall of dynasties in different periods.

With all kinds of changes to the ancient city, Pingjiang District
has nevertheless kept intact its original layout and construction to the
most detailed conditions. The ancient moat marks its east and west
borderline; Ganjiang Road serves as its southern edge, and its
northern part extends beyond the moat to the edge of Xiangcheng
District, with Renmin Road as its axis. Remarkable is the fact that
the present Pingjiang District of Suzhou covers half of the area
included in the Map of Pingjiang.

When the ancient town was originally constructed two
thousand years ago, there were 8 city gates on both land and water.
Regrettably, although the names of all these gates are kept, only 5 of
them survived through the long history of vicissitudes.

Justly called a water city, Suzhou has its water mainly from
Taihu Lake (Lake Tai) and the Grand Canal. The Grand Canal
encircled the whole town and flows from the north to Hangzhou.
The watercourses interweave with one another, contributing
enormously to water transportation in the area.

Bridges are essential in such a place. And the famous ancient poet
Bai Juyi mentioned in one of his poems that there were three-hundred
and ninety bridges in Suzhou, across rivers and canals flowing in all
directions. Of all the nationally famous bridges of Suzhou, a great
number are in Pingjiang, with 30 of them still using the ancient
names. This may be considered as another miracle of the district.

Now, we can follow the traces left by the ancients to wander
along the watercourse into Pingjiang, and open its history of 2,500

years.
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AR (FIHE) BRERFAH (FILE)
The Map of Pingjiang (detail) Inscribed in 1229 (Song
Dynasty)

The map was inscribed in the year 1229 under the order of
the prefectural governor Li Shoupeng. The inscription was fur-
ther deepened in 1917 and later became a key protection item on
the national level. As a mirror reflecting the town’s out-
look after reconstruction, it shows the orderly chessboard
outlay of streets and canals. The map is kept intact up to
the present time and may be considered as the earliest stele
inscription of maps in the world. In it we can see the city
wall, government offices, market squares, canals, bridges,
Buddhist pagodas, temples, garrisons, castles, barns,
gardens, etc. Over 610 sites are shown all together, with
some of the place names still in use today.

This part of the map is what is now under the Pingjiang
Districtadministration.
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A Print in Changmen Gate

The Ancient Town

In 514 B.C., King He Lii appointed his Minister Wu
Zixu to take charge of the town’s construction. The latter
had it built in accordance to the topographic features of the
place, digging up earth to make moats and using it to build
walls and streets, and the town assumed a chessboard frame
with interwoven canals, orderly market squares and bridges
echoing one another.

Among all the city gates kept intact today, Pingjiang District
has the gates of Qimen, Loumen, Pingmen, and Changmen.

Presented here are a few pictures of these ancient gates in
their original shapes.
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A Scene of the Moat outside Pingmen Gate in the 1930s
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