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THE STANDARDIZATION LAW OF
THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA

Adopted by the Fifth Session of the Seventh

National People’s Congress Standing Committee

DECREE OF THE PRESIDENT OF
THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLC OF CHINA
No. 11

The Standardization l.aw of the People’s Republic
of China, adopted by the Fifth Session of the Seventh
National People’ s Congress Standing Committee on
December 29,1988,is promulgated today. The law will
become zffective on April 1,1989.

December 29,1988 Yang Shangkun
President of the People’s
Republic of China
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Chapter | General Principles

Article 1

This law is formulated for the purpose of developing socialist
commodity economy, promoting technological progress, improving
products’ quality, raising social economic efficiency, safeguarding
the interest of the country and people,and adapting the work of

standardization to the needs in socialist modernization construction

and developing foreign economic relations.

Article 2

Standards shall be set for the following technical requirements

7



that need to be unified;

(1Y The variety, specification, quality, grades or safety and
hygiene requirements of industrial products.

(2) Design,production, inspection; pack,storage, transporta-
tion, methods of use or safety and hygiene requirements in
production,storage and transportation of industrial products.

(3) Al technical requirements and testing methods concerning
environmental protection.

(4) Design,construction methods and safety requirements of
construction projects.

(5) The technical terms,symbols.codes and drawing methods
related to industrial production. engineering construction and
environmental protection.

Standards for important agricultural products and other items
shall be prepared by the State Council.

Article 3

The tasks of standardization are to prepare standards,organize
and supervise the implementation of the existing standards.

The standardization work should be included into the plan on
economic and social development.

Article 4

The state encourages positive adoption of international
standards.

Article §

The State Council department responsible for standardization
administration shall put the nationwide work of standardization
under its unified administration. Relevant competent administrative
departments of the State Council shall be assigned the
responsibility for the standardization work within their respective
departments of trades.

The competent standardization administrative departments of



provinces,autonomous regions and municipalities directly under the
Central Government shall execute unified administration in their
respective administrative regions. The competent administrative
departments of the governments of provinces,autonomous regions
and municipality directly under the Central Government shall
administrate the standardization work within their respective
departments or trades in their respective administrative regions.
The competent standardization administrative departments of
city and county governments shall, in accordance with their
respective responsibilities specified by relevant governments of
provinces ,autonomous regions and municipalities directly under the
Central Government ,administrate the standardization work within

their respective administrative regions.
Chapter I  The Preparation of Standards

Article §

State standards shall be prepared for the technical
requirements that need to be unified nationwide. The state
standards shall be prepared by the competent standardization
administrative department of the State Council. Trade standards
may be prepared for technical requirements for which no state
standards are available but unified national standards are needed in
a certain trade. The trade standards shall be prepared by competent
administrative departments of the State Council and shall be
submitted to the competent standardization administrative
department of the State Council for record. The above-mentioned
trade standards shall be immediately abolished upon the
promulgation of relevant state standards. Local standards may be
prepared for which neither state standards nor trade standards are
available but unified standards for such requirements are needed in
a certain trade throughout a province, autonomous region or
municipality directly under the Central Government. Local
standards shall be prepared by the competent standardization
administrative departments of provincial,autonomous regional and
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municipal governments and shall be submitted to both the
competent standardization administrative department and the
relevant competent administrative departments of the State Council
for record. The above-mentioned local standards shall be
immediately abolished upon the promulgation of relevant state or
trade standards,

Enterprise standards,as basis for organization of production,
shall be prepared for products produced by enterprises for which
there are neither state standards nor trade standards are available.
The enterprise standards shall be submitted to both relevant
competent  standardization administrative departments and
competent administrative departments for record. The state
encourages enterprise to prepare enterprise standards, suitable for
enterprise internal application, that are stricter than the relevant
state standards or trade standards in existence.

In case there are separate provisions on the preparation of
standards prescribed by laws,provisions hereof shali be followed.

Article 7

State standards and trade standards are classified into
compulsory and recommendatory standards. The standards
concerning protection of human health, personal and property
safety and the standards that are enforced by laws and
administrative regulations are compulsory standards,and the rest
are recommendatory standards.

Local standards prepared by the competent standardization
administrative departments of the governments of provinces,
autonomous regions and municipalities directly under the Central
Government for safety and hygiene requirements of industrial
products are compulsory standards within their respective
administrative regions.

Article 8
The preparation of standards shall facilitate the protection of
10



safety ,human health,consumers’ interests and environment.

Article §

The preparation of standards shall facilitate the rational use of -
national resources and efforts in spreading of scientific and
technological achievements,raising economic efficiency. In addition,
the standards hereof shall meet the needs in practical use, benefit
the interchangeableness of products and prove to be technically

advanced and economically rational.

Article 10
The preparation of standards shall take into consideration

coordination with other relevant standards.

Article 11
The preparation of standards shall facilitate the promotion of

foreign economic and technical cooperation and overseas trade.

Article 12

In preparation of standards, the roles of trade associations,
scientific research institutes and academic bodies shall be brought
into play.

The standards-preparing departments shall set up
standardization technical committees consisting of specialists which
will be in charge of the drafting of standards and participate in the

examination of draft standards.

Article 13

After the standards have been brought into effect, the
standards-preparing departments shall timely review the standards
according to the scientific and technological development and needs
in economic construction so as to determine whether the existing
standards shall continue or shall be revised or abolished.
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