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PREFACE TO THE ALBUM SERIES

It is a matter of worldwide concern to protect and promote the history and culture of the cities. Chinese is recognized
by the entire world for her brilliant history and culture, and the cities of historical and cultural fame are a treasure of
the Chinese nation. Since 1982, the State has nominated several groups of cities of historical and cultural fame to be
protected at the national level. The preservation of history and culture does not only concern the cities of historical
and cultural fame. Every city, without exception, has its own history and culture. A city without history and culture
cannot be considered a modern city. In the course of the protection, every city, especially those of historical and
cultural fame, should therefore endeavor to promote its culture, economy, and tourism, etc. in the light of its own
characteristics so as to blaze new trails and maintain its vitality. The series of album, “the Chinese Cities of Historical
and Cultural Fame”, edited by National Research Center of Historical Cities, will undoubtedly play a significant part
in the promotion, protection, and development of the cities of fame.

Zhou Ganzhi

Chairman of National Experts’ Committee for the Protection of Cities of Historical and Culture Fame
Member of China Academy of Science

Member of China Academy of Engineering
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Bronze drum (Warring States Period)
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A legendary tree that sheds coins
when shaken (made of bronze in
Eastern Han Dynasty)
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Dali, being called Yeyu in ancient times and a region
where Bai nationality live, is located in the western

part of Yunnan Province, in the zone of watershed

of the three major water systems of Jinshajiang River,
Yuanjiang River and Lancangjiang River. The city

has a population of 596,000 and an area of 1815
square km, among which 2 square km are under the
ancient city of Dali. And the ancient city of Dali is

one of the State’s historic and cultural famous cities

in the first group publicized by the State Council in
1982.

With a long history, Dali had human activities as
early as in the Neolithic Age some four thousand
years ago. In the late stage of the Shang Dynasty
when the history entered the Bronze Age, it was the
dependency of the Dian Kingdom in the Warring
States period: and in the second year under the reign

of Emperor Yuanfeng of the Western Han Dynasty (B.C.
109), Yeyu County was established in its place which was
under the jurisdiction of Yizhou Prefecture. In the early
Tang Dynasty, the Nanzhao of the Six Zhao Tribes, under
the supporting of the Tang Dynasty, unified the Six Zhao
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Bronze tomb figurine

(Western Jin Dynasty)
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Seated stone Buddha image (Nanzhao)
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THE FAMOUS CITY OF DALI

in the 26" year under the reign of Kaiyuan Emperor
(738) to establish Nanzhao Kingdom, and moved its
capital to Taihe City the next year. In the 14 year
under the reign of Emperor Dali (779), King of
Nanzhao Yi Mou Xun again moved its capital to
Yangjumie City: and the city, leaning against the
Cangshan Mountain and facing the Erhai Lake,
formed an imposing metropolis with city walls built
along the two streams of Taoxi and Longxi with
rammed earth. Later, the Kingdom of Dali also took
this place as its capital. The Yuan Dynasty, after an-
nihilated Dali Kingdom, set up the Dali Prefecture
Military and Civilian General Administration in Dali.
The Ming Dynasty established Dali Prefecture here,
and the Qing Dynasty set up the Yunnan Provincial
Commander Military Government in Dali. In the 6
year under the reign of Emperor Xianfeng of the Qing
Dynasty (1856), Du Wenxiu led the Huis in the Western
Yunnan region to rise in revolt and built the Revolt Army
Generalissimo’s Mansion in Dali, to lead all the prefec-
tures and counties in the Western Yunnan region for a
period of 17 years. In 1983, Dali County merged with
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Xiaguan City to form the Municipality of Dali.

The present ancient city of Dali was built in the
15" year under the reign of Emperor Hongwu of
the Ming Dynasty (1382) on the basis of
Yangjumie City in a reduced scale. Twelve li in
circumference, the city wall southern gate and
northern gate are symmetrical with each other,
while the eastern and western gates are mutually
staggered . The streets and lanes in the city are
arranged in the chessboard pattern, and the
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Inscriptioned bronze mirror
(Dali Kingdom)

Zhongxi Stream flows from the Cangshan Moun-
tain into the ancient city to form the feature of
“flowing water on every street, and flowers grown
in every household”. The ancient city, though hav-
ing experienced vicissitudes of life for over six
hundred years since its founding, still has preserved its city pattern
and building style and look in basic integrity.

Dali, of gorgeous scenery with Cangshan Mountain screening in the
west and Erhai Lake lying in the east, is reputed as “oriental Geneva”,
and was listed in the first group of State Key Places of scenic beauty
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and historic interest. The peaks of Di
stand shoulder to shoulder in their grand manner, with its highest peak
of Malongfeng rising to an elevation of 4122 meters. In the valleys
among the peaks, lots of scenic spots are built through divine skill of
nature and manpower. At the foot of Cangshan Mountain, the mountain-
surrounded Erhai, a highland fresh water lake, is full of natural beauty
of its water and reflected sky. West of the lake towers the ancient city,
on the lake are three pretty islands, and in its periphery are villages
and temples with their pagodas scattered all over like stars in the sky
and men on a chessboard.

Dali is not only provided with beautiful scenery, but also is an art trea-
sury containing rich national cultural arts. As early as in the times of
Nanzhao and Dali Kingdoms, there were artistic gems such as Nanzhao
Pictorial History, Picture Scroll by Zhang Shengwen and so on created

here. The fairy tales and folk stories handed down
through hundreds upon hundreds of years in the
national minorities such as Bai, Yi and others are
as numerous as a misty ocean; and traditional fes-
tivals and grand gatherings as well as perfor-
mances of dances, songs and operas of different
nationalities are long lasting.

Being the intersection point of the ancient
Southern Silk Road of “Sichuan-India Road” and
“Tea-Horse Road”, Dali was a strategic passage
(KEE) “connecting Han with foreigners™. Since ancient
times, Central China’s science, culture and
production technique have been transmitted in,
plus painstaking exploitation and diligent labor,
which has made Dali’s economy and culture
develop to a fairly high level, and has made it into an economic, cultural
and educational center in the Western Yunnan Region.

With a warm climate, Dali is rich in products. The Cangshan Mountain
and Erhai Lake are the State natural reserves. It is admired in Guo
Moruo’s poem that: “The Cangshan Mountain contains beautiful
scenery, and nice clouds and mists come out of wonderful rocks”. The
marble produced from the Cangshan Mountain has long enjoyed a good
reputation, and the alpine flowers of camellias and orchids which can
be found everywhere in Dali are known far and wide. Dali is the fa-
mous “land of fish and rice” on the Yunnan-Guizhou Plateau, its local
flavor specialties such as Erhai bow fish, Bai National snacks are too
numerous to be counted.

Since entering into the 21* century, Dali has quickened its develop-
ment pace to incessantly improve and perfect all its infrastructure fa-
cilities and further enhance its environmental grade so as to construct
a fine tourist destination of historic and cultural city in compliance
with the requirements of the famous city protection program, and the
ancient city of Dali is becoming a dazzling bright star south of the
colorful clouds.
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General Look of the Ancnent City
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Cangshan Mountain and Erhal Lake
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THE CITY OF DALI

Built on the old location of the former Yangjumie City in the 15"
year under the reign of Emperor Hongwu of the Ming Dynasty
(1382), the ancient city is 1414 m long and wide both from north
to south and from east to west; inside the city there are three
streets in north-south direction and six streets in east-west
direction in a chessboard pattern. And the city wall has East
Gate (Tonghai Gate), West Gate (Cangshan Gate), South Gate
(Cheng 'en Gate) and North Gate (Anyuan Gate).
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#W#A(]  Tonghai Gate.
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