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Warm-up Questions:
1. What was your first job? Do you still have the same job?

2. Did you like your first job? Why (not)?
3. What have you learnt from your first job?

My First Job

Two noted Americans explain why
it’s not what you earn—it’s what you learn

Compiled by Daniel Levine

The Auto Prepper (Jay Leno)

I acquired a very strong work ethic from my parents, both of whom lived through the Great
Depression. They couldn’t understand people who didn’t work regularly. I once told my mom
that Sylvester Stallone was getting . $ 12 million for ten weeks of work. “What’s he going to do

the rest of the year?” she asked.
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I took my parents’ work ethic into my first job at Wilmington Ford near my hometown of
Andover, Mass. , when I was 16. I worked until five or six o’clock on school days and put in
12-hour days during the summer as a prepper. This meant washing and polishing the new cars,
and making sure the paper floor mats were in place. Another responsibility was taking off the
hubcaps at night, so they wouldn’t get stolen, and replacing them the next day. This was hard
work because we had about seven acres of cars.

One day, carrying an armful of hubcaps around a corner, I almost bumped into our new
general manager. Startled, I dropped them all. He fired me on the spot.

I was too ashamed to tell my parents. Every day for about two weeks, I stayed busy until
evening. Then I would go home and say I had a great day at work.

Desperate, I wrote a letter to Henry Ford II and told him what happened. I said that we
were a loyal Ford family and that when I was old enough, I was going to buy a Mustang. Even-
tually the owner of the dealership called. “I don’t know who you know in Detroit,” he said,
“but if you want your job back, you got it. ”

Later, during college, I wanted to work at a Rolls-Royce dealership, but the owner said
there were no openings. So I started washing cars there anyway. When the owner noticed me, I
said I was working until he hired me. He did.

It takes persistence to succeed. Attitude also matters. I have never thought I was better than

anyone else, but I have always believed I couldn’t be outworked.

The Cashier (Jill E. Barad)
I was ten when I first sat with my grandmother behind the register in her Manhattan phar-
macy. Before long, she let me sit there by myself. I quickly learned the importance of treating

customers politely and saying “thank you.”

At first I was paid in candy. Later I received 50 cents an hour. I worked every day after
school, and during the summer and on weekends and holidays from 8 a. m. to 7 p. m. My fa-
ther helped me set up a bank account. Watching my money grow was more rewarding than any-

thing I could have bought.
Grandma, a tough taskmaster, never gave me favorable treatment. She watched me like a

hawk yet allowed me to handle high-pressure situations such as working during the lunch rush.
Her trust taught me how to handle responsibility.

By the time I was 12, she thought I had done such a good job that she promoted me to sell-
ing cosmetics. I developed the ability to look customers directly in the eye. Even though I was

just a kid, women would ask me such things as “ What color do you think I should wear?” I

| 2 »

|
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took a genuine interest in their questions and was able to translate what they wanted into makeup
ideas. I ended up selling a record amount of cosmetics.

The job taught me a valuable lesson: that to be a successful salesperson, you didn’t need to
be a rocket scientist-——you needed to be a great listener. Today I still carry that lesson with me;
I listen to customers. Except they are no longer women purchasing cosmetics from me; instead,

they are kids who tell me which toys they would like to see designed and developed.

prepper/'prepa/n.
acquire/a'kwaia/vt.
ethic/'eBik/n.

polish/"'palif /vt.

mat/meet/n.
hubcap/'habkaep/n.
replace/ri(:)'pleis/vt.

acre/'eika/n.
armful/'a:mful/n.
bump/bamp/v.
startle/'sta:tl/vt.

desperate/'despaorit/a.

dealership/'di:lafip/n.

anyway/'eniwei/ad.
persist/pa(:)'sist/v.
outwork/aut'wa:k/vt.
cashier/ka'fia/n.
register /'redzista/n.

V.

NEW WORDS

LR EREMERNPL

obtain, gain #7853

system of moral principles; rules of conduct EHEM,E
G2k

cause sth. to become smooth and shining by rubbing J&
6,35, improve (sth. ) by correcting, making small chan-
ges or adding new material {&IF /&8, &40, mimE 6

J& 8

(ERM8EE

put (sth. ) back in its place ¥ (Y)W B EA4b; take
the place of %, B

1)

—i

PR Y, SR YA

frighten, scare ffi------ ZARIF /PR — Bk

feeling and showing great despair and ready to do anything
regardless of danger M ER K, RBI—TIH

LEIE

nevertheless, anyhow  JGif 404af , B 40t

not give up, be determined !Zf¥; persistence n.

TAEt: B EF/ R/ B
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Bit, B (NER%) B3E T ESHF
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pharmacy/ 'fa:masi/n.
rewarding/ri'wo:din/a.
taskmaster/'ta:sk.ma:sta/n.
hawk/hoa:k/n.
handle/'hsendl/v.

n.

promote/pra'mout/ vz.

cosmetic/kozmetik/n.
a.
genuine/'dzenjuin/a.
makeup/ ' meikap/n.
rocket/'rokit/n.
purchase/'pa:tfas/vr.

n.

2 B

worth doing, satisfying {H1BMH,S ABEN
T3k, BT :

&

deal with, manage 4b¥8, X4

W, EF

raise to a higher position or rank 2 F},$24R; encourage
or support #3#t , Fh

14

A R s Btk a5 ]/

real, authentic HE /) ,JEthiERYy; sincere HiH
1otk

K Hi

buy 3K

buying 3L ; thing bought W3EZ )

PHRASES

put in; to give (time or effort) to sth. mﬁ(ﬂﬁﬁﬂﬁl‘lﬂﬁﬁj})f&%$
in place: 7£°F 5 #9580 7E 1 U 5

on the spot; 417 7 B

set up; to establish, build or raise E 37,7 0]; B (LS HEZ)
end up: to finish (in a particular way) #5558

NOTES

Jay Leno: The former auto prepper, is host of NBC’s “The Tonight Show. ”

Jill E. Barad: The former cashier, is chairman and CEO of Mattel, Inc. , the world’s

largest toy maker.

the Great Depression: K7 % (1929—1939 4E[E]JL 3% KM R H MM T WA ER LWL

i)

Sylvester Stallone:. FG/RA4EHEF - £ E R, EEBREHE
Wilmington Ford: BN EAR AR/ FHB(DFEEEMMN T NEEIE, B
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BWEARHRFA - BREAUET 1903 F, i RBEAWKRELAFZ—

Andover, Mass. : EEDFEREMNZLHE

Henry Ford II. | - &4F 11,1940 FREBIFRELANBREEAR, K F
1960—1980 4F 3 6] Jy 2 2\ 7 Y & 8o

Mustang: ¥ 5 B RELA NS EFENMEHRE A

Detroit: K5, EEFEHREMB KRR, R HAREZH"

Rolls-Royce: %M Z/RHT-Z R (BFREF IR REFRLA, HEKRK - &
ER4F - BRI SFA - BHEHLFELET 1906 4,

Manhattan: B, EEAATHENMTHRXZ —. BRUTHAATR/PK G L, 4
RETHEERF G

EXERCISES

1. Reading Comprehension :
Choose the best answer to each question.

The Auto Prepper
1. It can be inferred from the passage that the author’s parents used to

A. be very rich B. suffer from hardship
C. spoil their children D. hate working
2. The author’s first job was to
A. drive and sell cars B. wash and paint cars
C. clean and brighten cars D. polish and paint cars
3. It may be inferred from the passage that Detroit was where the author
A. grew up B. got his first job
C. went to college D. got help from

The Cashier
4. All the following can be used to describe the author’s grandmother EXCEPT

A. rewarding B. trustful
C. strict D. knowing her employees’ abilities

5. The word “they” (last sentence) refers to
A. salespersons B. rocket scientists

C. good listeners D. customers
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I1. Getting Information :

Answer the following questions in English.

The Auto Prepper
1. How did the author’s parents feel about people who didn’t work regularly?

2. How did the author manage to get his job back?

The Cashier
3. Did the author prefer to save money or spend money? How do you know?

4. What's the important lesson the author learns from her first job?

5. In which field is the author now working?

IIY. Vocabulary and Structure ;

A. Choose the correct word/phrase to fill into each sentence, using the proper form.

end up handle favorable replace put in
promote regular desperate on the spot make sure
1. They made visits to the park on the suburbs during the weekends.
2. She was to division manager last year.
3. We tried to walk to the park but __ taking a taxi there.
4. His of these important issues was highly praised.
5. Thomas bought a new hat to the one he had lost.
6. The movie received generally reviews.
7. Thank you for all the time and effort you
8. you’re home by midnight.
9. He was hit by a falling tree and killed
10. The earthquake survivors are in need of help.

B. Find the proper forms of the following words according to the given word class.

1. open (n.)




Iv.
. Translate the following into Chinese.

Unit 1

2. persist (n.)
3. succeed (n.)
4. succeed (adj. )
5. important (n.)
6. promote (n.)
7. depress (n.)
8. value (adj. )
9. loyal (n.)
10. favor (adj.)

Use words/phrases from the passage to replace the italicized words/phrases in the following
sentences.

We can obtain knowledge by reading books, newspapers, and by watching TV.

When all her other friends deserted her, Steve remained constant.

New York is a city famous for its shopping and nightlife.

You frightened me—1I thought you were in the garden.

He accepted the blame for the mistake in the government report.

Teaching is not very worth doing financially.

She showed sincere sorrow at the news.

Guess whom I encountered today?

© RN oA W o

Tickets must be bought two weeks in advance.

10. We all hope that an agreement can be reached ar the end.

Translation .

1. Two noted Americans explain why it’s not what you earn—it’s what you learn.

2. I have never thought I was better than anyone else, but I have always believed I couldn’t

be outworked.
3. Watching my money grow was more rewarding than anything I could have bought.

4. I took a genuine interest in their questions and was able to translate what they wanted in-

to makeup ideas.

5. I ended up selling a record amount of cosmetics.
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B. Translate the following into English.

1. it A2 Ek . (set up)

2. SEWRER, (matter)

3. MEER AMTEAZATE A B R EAPER 7o (polish)

4. AEZBEAREWNM 5 AITAE, (handle)

5. BAISERIR TAEMBSEITH T 2%, (record)

I E R AR PEAREST LIS M TAE. (in place)

=)

. W E B — K THE 12 A/EE, (putin)

-~

- B REMIRE B BIX {5 8/, (acquire)

co

- BATEIA — A B MR 2S8R (opening)

Nl

10. ZHABAERKZEEZBIMAIE. (promote)

V. Writing Task .
Write about 120 words on the topic “My Job”. Try to cover the following points;
1. what job you do;
2. what it takes to succeed on your job; and

3. what you have gained from your job.

VI. Oral Practice .
What do you think are the three most important characteristics that the following people

should have? Working in pairs, tell each other what you think and give brief explanations.

1. engineers: ; ;
2. teachers; ; ;
3. doctors: ; ;
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4. lawyers: H H

5. business people: ; ;

6. government officials: ; ;

Part B Grammar

BF# (Tenses)

HIEFBREANIBENZREMNE ., ¥ RMNEE . —RIER BUAE AT BT 52 R
B\ — R A — MO R B4 Tﬁﬁﬁ“ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁiﬁ&}ﬁ%f’ﬁ—fﬁiﬁ‘i%ﬁéﬁo

. — AR

— R BLTE B 3 FOR ST MR S — RS FUMBEMKENEE, EX—HEF
FERNARE, S = AFRAEUS E K SR T n-s B-es. 75k, ZEm BLARE AR AR R TE N A
H 3 HH— e B R — ROk A . 1EE T E A A PR — RBLFER

- He works in a factory.

+ Does he M very hard?

- It seldom rains there.

- Light travels faster than sound.

- The train leaves at seven every Sunday.
- We’ll go to see her as soon as she comes back from the hospital.

M EANmEE ERBT — BRI BT AT EREAFEKX, 55,35 be M have 5
FHRAFRIER, EBEH LT ILR

- I am a graduate.
- She is an engineer.
- They are scientists.
- I have two books.
- She has a book.
+ They have pens.
B AFREH be TR is; F— AR am; HALFILN A are. £ have B, BR T

5 = AFREHA has, HoAb 5 5LAR A have,
9



