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Huangpu River has been the largest river of Shanghai for centuries. After Shanghai
was open to foreign trade in 1843, Huangpu River became the largest trade port of
modern—era China for its navigation accessibility to smaller inland rivers, Yangtse
River, coastal area and the high seas. The construction of cargo wharves began at
Shiliupu in southeastern Shanghai and extended to the Bund in the west bank of
Huangpu River and Lujiazui in the east bank. All Kinds of merchant ships scurried on
Huangpu River to trade goods with the city. The domestic and international trade
through Huangpu River turned Shanghai into an industrial and commercial power in

modern—era China. and people refer to Huangpu River as the “mother river” of

Shanghai.







UANGPU RIVER —OLD VIEWS
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Wharves along Humﬁpu River thrived after Qing Dynasty authorities lifted their ban on overseas trading in
1684. This picture shows the busy hour of Shiliupu Wharf (drawn in 1796 -1850).
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) Sailboats cluster at wharves near Dong’s Ferry in southemn Shanghai to deliver cargo (photo shot in late 19th e
cenury) -~ D D D D D D
.
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ANGPU RIVER —OLD VIEWS
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After decades of economic development, Shanghai has risen as an industrial and commercial power in China.
* This photo gives & panoramic view of Huangpu River and the Bund in the 1930s.
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The main freighters on Huangpu River in early times are called “sand boats”. which have large capacities and are
adaptable to different conditions (photo shot in early 20th century). . D D D
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The Customs House of Shanghai was originally located in Minor East Gate. It changed many locations before
finally seitling down in the Bund office in 1927. The picture shows the Customs House in a British mansion with
a bell tower built in 1893
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’ Sampans are used as speedy but somewhal dangerous ferries across Huangpu River This phoio shol in early e
. 20th century shows the ferry at Minsheng Road. o~ D D D D D D
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. Coolies gather arour the wharves along Huangpu River. waiting for employment in delivering cargo from the Vd
freighter ships (photo shot in early 20th century). —~ D D
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