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Il Lijiang history
lies in the northwest of Yunnan
province, along the Jinsha river,
nestled between Diging to the north,
Dali to the south, and the Nujiang to
the west. Lijiang boasts snow-capped
mountains, majestic gorges, rushing
rivers, lakes, and hidden glades. It
encompasses Baisha Village, Shuhe

Village, and Dayan Town.

Baisha Village sits at the foot of
Jade dragon Snow mountain 8 km
from Dayan. It takes its name, which
means “white sands” from the pale
sand that covers the ground around
it. Long the cultural and political cen-
ter of Lijiang, its Buddhist and Daoist
temples date back to the early Ming
dynasty. Temples remaining today
include Liuli Dian, Dabaoji Gong,
Dading Ge, Jin-gang Dian, and
Wenchang Gong. The village is laid
out along a north-south axis with a
square at the center, into which a
trickle of spring water flows.

Shuhe Village, 4 km northwest of
Dayan, was an early home to the an-
cient Naxi people, and remains beau-
tifully preserved to this day. The vil-

lage has verdant hills at its back; to
the north is Jade Dragon Snow
Mountain; to the east and south one
can see Elephant Mountain and
Wenbi Feng(“Pen Peak”). The build-
ings of the village are pleasingly
ramshackle, and the village’s grid lay-
out is not unlike Dayan Town'’s.
Dayan, on a plateau 2416 meters
above sea level, is surrounded by

green hills. Streams of crystalline
water wind through it, making it look
for all the world like a dayan, gigan-
tic inkstone, whence the town gets
its name. Completing the image is
Wenbi Feng (“Pen Peak”), which re-
sembles a writing brush, to the
southwest. Dayan was established
between the late 12" and early 13"
centuries and grew, by the time of the
Ming dynasty, to a fairly large scale.

Built on a grid, the town has its com-
mercial district in the north and the |
old magistrate’s offices in the south.
Dayan'’s east-west axis is lined with
old stone buildings: Dan Chi, Da
Dian, Pei Dian, Guangbi Lou, and |
Yuyin Lou. The Wen Miao (Confucian
temple) and Wu Miao (temple to the |
God of War) are built on the site of
old administrative buildings. The |
streets are paved with multicolored ‘
stones, and many have streams run- :
ning at the sides. The Yu He (Jade
River) splits into three streams at the |
Shuangshi Bridge, where it flows into
the town’s lanes. ‘
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Lijiang Stats

Regions: The Lijiang region en-
compasses the Lijiang Naxi Autono-
mous County, the Ningland Yi Autono-
mous County, Yongsheng and
Huaping Counties. Regional govern-
ment is in Lijiang City.

Population: With a population
density of 55 people per square km,

Lijiang History

(before1253)
Warring States period: Lijiang is part
of the Qin kingdom’ Shu prefecture.
Western Han: The area is known
as Suizhou county.

680 AD: Conquered by Tibet, the
area begins to absorb Tibetan
culture.

794: Conquered by the Bai kingdom
of Nanzhao, begins to be influenced
by Plains Han culture.

(1253 - 1723)
1253: The local Mu family is given
power over the area by the Mongo-
lian-ruled Yuan dynasty.
1276: The Yuan dynasty estab-

Lijiang’s population is small.

Ethnicities: 57% of Lijiang’s
population are ethnic minorities, pri-
marily Naxi, Yi, Lisu, Bai, Pumi, Dai,
Miao (Hmong), Tibetans, Hui
(ethnically Chinese Muslims), and
Zhuang.

Residents: The old city has an
area of 3.8 square kilometers and is

lishes Yunnan as a provincial entity.
1382: Lijiang is first established as an
administrative region.

(1723-1995)

1723: The Yongzheng emperor’s an-
nexation policy replaces the Mu fam-
ily with imperial appointees. The Naxi
people’s way of life and cultural val-
ues become gradually more Han-like.
Lijiang County is established
duringThe Nationalist period .

1921: Foreign scholars begin to take
an interest in Naxi/Dongba culture.
July 1949: The People’s Government
of Lijiang County is established.
April 1961: The area is designated as
the Lijiang Naxi Autonomous Country.
1986: The State Council names

home to over 25,000 residents. 66.7%
are ethnically Naxi; 30% work as |
blacksmiths, leather tanners, |
weavers, or brewers.

Tourist Industry: With over 3
million tourists per year, tourism has |
replaced agriculture as the area’s 3
mainstay industry.

Lijiang a national cultural and histori-
cal city.

1988: Mr. Xuanke’s Naxi folk orches-
tra begins to tour abroad, bringing its
music to the world.

1995: Lijiang Airport begins operation.

(after1996)

1996: February 14, 1996,A Class-7
earthquake strikes Lijiang, drawing
the world’s eyes to the area.

1997: UNESCO adds Lijiang to its list
of World Heritage Sites, making it
China’s first ethnic minority area to
be so honored.

October 2001: Lijiang is chosen as
a model tourist destination.

2002: Lijiang is honored as one of
“China’s Most Captivating Places”.
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It lies to the southwest of the old town. Founded in the Yuan dynasty and

_ flourishing during the Ming, the old wooden building complex was mostly de-
- stroyed by fire during the Qing dynasty. The current structure was rebuilt in
~ 1996 and contains many of the historical features of the old building, from the
- Mu family's library of Tibetan scriptures to their residential and religious
_quarters.



ﬁgg Wan Gu Tower
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ings represent Yunnan's 23 ethnic groups.

95&? Sifang Jie

WIHENRE, ITHMAOOIE. AXEAFHEEAF L, R -
A R A R R, AR i 29100F A KI5, |
RRHEH FEHENEHSENEL . HRNN S S SR80, AR -
=R, M AHN TSN ATE KX, E—. A% ey,

The most typical of Lijiang’s old streets, Sifang Jie lies at the center of the
old town, the trade and commerce center of the northwestern quarter. Itis a -

100 square meter plaza, from which the four streets of Guangyi jie, Qiyi jie,
Wauyi jie, and Xinhua jie extend.

=HR ¥ three-eyes well
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three-eyes well, draws from an underground spring. Water is graded by qual-
ity based on its depth in the ground, with the first class being potable, the .
second class being washing water run off from the first, and the third being

used to wash clothing.
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At the top of Lion Mountain is Wan Gu Lou, a five-story wooden tower. Wan -
Gu Lou is 33 meters high, representing 330,000 Lijiang residents; its 13
upcurving rafters represent the 13 peaks of Mount Yulong. Its 2300 wood carv- -
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" ing it comparisons to Suzhou and Venice. The stone bridge 100 meters to the

_ east of Sifang Jie is particularly worth seeing.

R ——
- BB HIB Old Town Bridges
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On average there are 93 bridges per square kilometer in the old town, earn-

"XfMi#fi% Tian Yu Liu Fang
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The Naxi for “go read” sounds like tian yu liu fang, Chinese for “heaven’s

_rains flow fragrant”.Master Mu carved this into a tablet for the edification of
- the public.

- XK% The Great Waterwheel
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“The Great Waterwheel” was set at the entrance of the old town when

" Lijiang was rebuilt following a massive earthquake. It has become a symbol
- of Lijiang. Going in the same direction as the river from here, you'll see ev-
" eryday Lijiang people’s homes.



E#E Black Dragon Pool
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Black Dragon Pool was built in 1737. It was formerly known as Yuquan )

Longwang Temple, but changed its name after receiving the new name from the -

Jiaging and Guangxu emperors. Besides the spring here, the architecture and i
the Lijiang Museum and Dongba Culture Research Institute inside are well -

worth a visit.
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Jade Dragon Snow Mountain is the closest snow-capped mountain to the

~equator in the Northern Hemisphere, formed of 13 peaks which are covered in

- snow all year round. Between the Jinsha River, at 1800 meters above sea level

" and the permafrost level at 4500 meters, one passes through different climate

- zones, from tropical to glacial. A wide range of plants flourish in the different
zones.
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To the east of Jade Dragon Snow Mountain lies Yunshan Pasture, a forest glade -
verdant in spring and summer, a blazing sheet of yellow in autumn, and a silvery
wonderland in winter. Yunshan Pasture is revered by the Naxi, as they considerita -
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holy place. In the past, Naxi boys and girls would come here when they were forbid- ~ 24

den to love by their parents, making Yunshan Pasture place of escape and respite.

ﬁqgﬂi Yak Pasture
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Called “Bannongguo’(“beautiful pasture”) in Naxi, it is Jade Dragon Snow -
Mountain’s third high-altitude pasture, and an excellent vantage point from i

which to see all thirteen peaks of the mountain.

EBkik Tiger Leaping Gorge
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The Jinsha River Valley runs 20 km from Tiger Leaping Gorge to Daju Villlage.
When it enters Tiger Leaping Gorge, the river is constricted by Haba Mountain .
and Jade Dragon Snow Mountain from 150-350 meters wide to a mere 30 °

meters. Separated into upper, middle, and lower sections, Tiger Leaping Gorge
is a must-see.
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At the foot of Lijiang’s Jade Dragon Snow Mountain is Jade Water Villa,

~one of China’s first AAAA-rated tourist destinations, and a place designated
- by the American Nature Conservancy as the seat of Dongba culture. Water
" flows out from a mountain spring here nearly 3000 meters above sea level,
- pooling to reflect the splendid mountain scenery around it, the azure sky, and
_ the cotton-white clouds. Through the clear pool waters, you can see the sand
- and rocks at the bottom of the pool, which flows out from between two an-
" cient maple trees. Dongba people traditionally conducted ancestor-worship
- rituals at the foot of the trees. The pool is stocked with red and gold trout,
~ which you can catch and take back to the Jade Water Villa canteen to cook.
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The most scenic stretch of Tiger Leaping Gorge runs from 4600 meters

- above sea level to 1600 meters at its lowst point. Baoshan Stone Town is a
" village built atop a gigantic rock. The entire village, and all of the houses, furniture,
- beds, and everything else, is carved out of stone.



