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1 Spring

James J. Kilpatrick

Spring does come. In the garden the rue anemones come
marching out, bright as toy soldiers on their parapets of stone. The
dogwoods float in casual clouds among the hills.

This is the Resurrection time. That which was dead, or so it
seemed, has come to life again—the stiff branch, supple; the brown
earth, green. This is the miracle: there is no death; there is in truth
eternal life.

So, in the spring, we plunge shovels into the garden plot, turn
under the dark compost, rake fine the crumbling clods, and press the
inert seeds into orderly rows. These are the commonest routines. Who
could find excitement here?

But look! The rain falls, and the sun warms, and something
happens. It is the germination process. Germ of what? Germ of life,
germ inexplicable, germ of wonder. The dry seed ruptures and the
green leaf uncurls. Here is a message that transcends the rites of any
church or creed or organized religion. I would challenge any doubting
Thomas' in my pea patch.

Everywhere, spring brings the blessed reassurance that life goes on,
that death is no more than a passing season. The plan never falters; the
design never changes. It is all ordered. It has all been always ordered.

Look to the rue anemone, if you will, or to the pea patch, or to
the stubborn weed that thrusts its shoulders through a city street. This
is how it was, is now, and ever shall be, the world without end. In the
serene certainty of spring recurring, who can fear the distant fall?
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2. April Days

Hamlin Garland
Days of witchery, subtly sweet,
When every hill and tree finds heart',
When winter and spring like lovers meet
In the mist of noon and part—
In the April days.

Nights when the wood frogs faintly peep
Once—twice—and then are still,

And the woodpeckers’ martial voices sweep
Like bugle notes from hill to hill—
Through the pulseness haze.

Days when the soil is warm with rain,
And through the wood the shy wind steals,
Rich with the pine and the poplar smell,
And the joyous earth like a dancer reels—
Through April days!

[1EZ ]
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3. A Sﬂmmer Day

Charles Dickens
One day thirty years ago Marseilles lay in the burning sun. A
blazing' sun upon a fierce August day was no greater rarity2 in
southern France then than at any other time before or since.
Everything in Marseilles and about Marseilles had stared at the fervid®
sun, and been stared at in return, until a staring habit had become
universal there. Strangers were stared out of countenance’ by staring
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