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In the broad Chinese territorial sea, islands and reefs scatter all
over like stars in the sky. On harbors, rocks and reefs along the
rugged coastline stand one lighthouse after another. They bring
hope, trust and brightness to mariners, and also witness the long
navigation history of China with light on and off.

As early as four thousand years ago, our ancestors took projecting
rocks, called Jjieshi, as natural lighthouse. According to the record
of Shangshu -Yugong, it is with the help of Jieshi that ancient
mariners near Liaodong could easily find the entrance to the
Yellow River while doing business through shipping in the north of
Bohai.

In the ancient, beacon towers, light towers and pagodas built
along the coast were known as man-made lighthouses, such as
Huaishengsi Light Pagoda of Guangzhou, Eastern and Western
Jiangxinyu Twin Towers of Wenzhou, Mao Pagoda of Shanghai
Qingpu, Gusao Pagoda of Quanzhou, Luoxing Pagoda of Fuzhou,
and Liuhe Pagoda of Hangzhou Gulf. These ancient lighthouses
showed mariners where they were and guided them to enter into
harbors or rivers. They played an important role in ensuring
safety navigation.

Since A.D.1405 ( 3th year of Yonglei period of Ming Dynasty ),
Chinese greatest navigator Zhenghe had led a giant fleet sailing
down the Western Ocean seven times. For the purpose of safe
anchoring, Zhenghe rebuilt Sanfengsi Pagoda at the Peace Port of
Changle in Fuzhou city as an aid to his fleet shipping in the 11th
year of Yongle period of the Ming Dynasty. The pagoda, with 26
meters in height and ancient style of eight-angled, seven-stored
pavilion, still stands well on the coast of Ming River.

In the later 19th century in order to make sure the safety of
commercial ships to China, the Customs introduced some western
aids to navigation equipment, technology as well as management
and built some modern lighthouses along the coastline of China.
Since the opening-up and reform in 1978, in order to keep pace
with the development of economy, under the leadership of the
Ministry of Communications of China, it took China Maritime
Safety Administration ( China MSA ) more than 10 years to

renovate, rebuild and construct a series of lighthouses. A modern
lighthouses chain took shape by the end of 20th century.
Lighthouses with characteristics of different era, maritime
specialties, regional features and structure styles were built during
different historic periods. Since most of the lighthouses were in
isolated and precipitous environment, the lighthouse keepers of
one generation after another over the past years dedicated
themselves to the sacred cause and contributed their youth and life
to keeping the lights unfading.

Nowadays, such selflessness spirit has become a spiritual wealth
of all China MSA personnel and is put forward and developed into
lighthouse culture. In October 1997, some old Chinese lighthouses
were approved by the International Association of Marine Aids to
Navigation and Lighthouse Authorities (IALA) Council into the
Album of World Historical Lighthouses including Laotieshan
Lighthouse of Dalian, Mao Pagoda of Shanghai, Huaniaoshan
Lighthouse of Zhoushan, East and West Jiangxinyu Pagoda of
Wenzhou. China State Post Bureau issued not only a special set of
Chinese historical relic lighthouse stamps in 2002 but a special set
of Chinese modern lighthouse stamps in May 2006. With the aim
to promoting our precious cultural heritage, China MSA set up an
Aids to Navigation Museum in Qinhuangdao in 1990°s. China MSA
also formulated the document and took effective measures to
protect historic lighthouses.

In order to carry forward Lighthouse Culture and take on the
architectural art and humanism history of Chinese lighthouses, we
collect pictures and compile the Album of Lighthouses of China.
Each lighthouse selected here displays its unique marine history ,
cultural resource, geographical feature and building style.

We wish the publication of the Album of Lighthouses of China can
make people recall and cherish the developing history of shipping
and aids to navigation in China, further advocate the selflessness
spirit and make new contribution to creating a powerful ocean -
shipping nation. We believe these precious pictures and records

would be of great help to readers.
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General Information of Marine Aids to Navigation in China

CHINA MSA takes the responsibilities of developing General Plan of
Marine Aids to Navigation in China, administrating marine aids to
navigation Aids
Administration Regulation of China. By the end of 2005, there are

in accordance with Marine to  Navigation
nearly 3,395 marine aids to navigation under the control of CHINA
MSA, which consist of 168 lighthouses, 905 light beacons and 252
leading marks, 16 light vessels, 1626 light buoys, 12 audible aids, 186
racons, 20 RBN-DGPS stations, 50 AIS shore—based stations.

To be in line with the international marine buoyage system, China

adopted the IALA Marine Buoyage System A and completed the

hE ;&8 RBN-DGPS i AIS EiRm=H

coastal buoyage system reform in 1986.

According to relevent international standards, CHINA MSA established
20 RBN -DGPS stations in three phases between 1995 and 2000,
which form RBN-DGPS station chain along the coast of China with
positioning accuracy of less than 5 meters. In the meantime, CHINA
MSA also launched the plan and contruction of AIS shore —based
stations on the whole. In 2004, regional shore —based AIS networks
were set up in Baohai Gulf, the estuary of the Yangtze River, the
estuary of the Pearl River and Qiongzhou Strait. In 2005, a Chinese

coastal AIS skeleton network has been completed.

Location and Coverage of Chinese RBN-DGPS Stations and AIS Base Stations
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Dawangjiadao Lighthouse

Position: 39°25".6N 123°04'.8E

Tower Height: 10 meters

Light Height: 108 meters

Light Characteristic: F1 W 10s

Range: 25 nautical miles

General: Dawangjiadao Lighthouse is located at the southern end
of the Dawangjia Island in the north of Yellow Sea. It was
established in 1939 and transformed in 1959. The lighthouse
assists vessels in sailing from Dandong port to Zhuanghe port. An

AIS base station is to be installed at the same site.

AKERBTEEEE Lens of Dawangjiadao Lighthouse
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Dengtashan Lighthouse

Position: 39°44’' 9N 123°45'.2E

Tower Height: 8 meters

Light Height: 79 meters

Light Characteristic: F1 W 5s

Range: 17 nautical miles

General: Dengtashan Lighthouse also called Daludao Lighthouse is located
at the southern end of Dalu Island in the north of the Yellow Sea. It was
established in 1925 and transformed during 1987 —-1988. The lighthouse
assists vessels passing by Dandong port. It is a cultural heritage of Dandong

City.
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Dasanshandao Lighthouse

Position: 38°51'.8N  121°49'.5E

Tower Height: 13 meters

Light Height: 81 meters

Light Characteristic: F1 W 10s

Range: 23 nautical miles

General: Dasanshandao Lighthouse is located on Dasanshan Island
in the north of the Yellow Sea. It was established in 1903,
transformed in 1947 and 1994 respectively. A fog signal was installed
in 1958. A RBN-DGPS station was installed at the same site in 1996
and put into operation on July 21, 1997. The lighthouse assists

vessels passing by Dasanshan channel.

14 HETHE LIGHTHOUSES OF CHINA




15

hE4THE LIGHTHOUSES OF CHINA



