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Abstract

This is,based on Taiwan Buddhism in last 50 years,a study
of the evolution about the form of Chinese Buddhist faith in the
period of political and economical changes.

The author’s view is that although the nature of tradition
religion does not encourage its followers to alter their faith form
in the period of social change, various forms of faith take place
under the outside pressures: that the properties of monasteries
were taken by the local governors to running schools, that Bud-
dhist monks and nuns of youth were snuffed out to recruit army
force by the Kuomindang army,and that when the warlords by
force take and occupy the properties and houses and shrine halls
to running their army.

On the other hand,religious form takes place requires a sta-
ble social milieu. The turmoil of scoiety in the year 1912—1949 of
the Republic of China and the political movements of the versa
tradition in the year 1949 — 1979 of The P. R. China created a
disadvantage environmernt in the reform of religion. This is be-
cause that reform of religion substantially makes an adaptability
of a religion towards a new social milieu. This kind of adaptabili-
ty, however, happens gradually and step by step to whet and to
match the new social milieu. Such a environment was provided to
Buddhists by the strange political situation of Taiwan in the last

50 years.



This study,except introduction and conclusion, contains four
chapters as follow:

Chapter one is a study of the evolution of Chinese Buddhist
history, using concepts of customization and Buddhaization to an-
alyzing the social function of ]ingchanxia-nghuo Buddhism,and to
explain the form of faith in the Jingchanxianghuo leaded to the
decay of Chinese Buddhism. This decay woke up the Buddhists to
start the reform movement of Chinese Buddhism.

Chapter two mainly discusses activities of Buddhist monks
and nuns who were from mainland to Taiwan. They,in order to
survive undermilitary curfew and political authoritarianism, re—
established “Buddhist Association of the Republic of China” in
1949—1966, which was originated in mainland,to helpthe Taiwan
Kuomintang political power to control and reform the followers
of Japanese style Buddhism,and to regulate the followers of Zhai
jiao,to transfer the Buddhist system of mainland China to Tai-
wan,

Chapter three discusses how and why the Taiwn Buddhist
organizations were reformed int religious corporations in the pe-
riod of Jiangjingguo ruling time (1964 — 1989), which indicates
that the Buddhist monks and nuns from mainland obtained a his-
torical achievement in completely transforming the old Taiwan
Buddhist form into the mainland Buddhist practice system.

Chapter four mainly discusses the fundamental concepts of

humanistic Buddhism in the situation of separatism,which leads
s 2 .



the Jiangsu and Zhe jiang Buddhism in Taiwan to return the tra-
ditional Zen practice, scholastic aptitude, politicize and interna-
tionalization. This chapter also reflects that how the close rela-
tionship between the mainland and Taiwan Buddhists has been
tied day by day.

In conclusion, during the political and economic changes in
China,Buddhism remains its religious faith and it has not been
influenced by capitalization, social and political changes in Tai-
wan. What Buddhists have done is that tyey made much contrical
changes in Taiwan. What Buddhists have done is that they made
much contribution to install, restore, revitalize the traditional ma-
inland Buddhism in Taiwan,which shows that there is a distance
between the model of East Asian modernization and the model of

the West modernization in religion.
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