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Studio Curios

People call articles with artistic and cultural connotation in history “relics” or
“curiosities”. The curios named in this book are only a line in relics, that is, small
articles for daily use, small instruments and knickknacks in a scholar’s studio . Their
basic features are elegant and ingenious.

Curios are a sort of studio culture. Half of the things are daily use articles of a
scholar, the other half are art products for connoisseurs to appreciate. Since ancient
times wise artists have been accustomed to “combine appreciation with use”, they took
useful objects as carriers to apply their skills. Their outstanding originality and artistic
property were expressed even in the most essential brush, ink, paper and inkslab. So all
these studio curios become precious for the modern people who appreciate, but do not
use them .

Brush, ink, paper and inkslab are cultural relics, people call them “four treasures”.
We think we should know them first macroscopically. Just think, the long, profound
and brilliant Chinese civilization of 5,000 years is just produced, developed and flour-
ished on this“platform”. How can it be not precious?

We are surprised to find, after reading an investigation material, 75% of pri-
mary school students do not know what are the “4 treasures in a study”. Of course, in
computer age, civilization no longer depends on the 4 treasures alone. But, being igno-
rant of one’s own origins and of their history makes us feel disappointed, in a way.

Most later comers will know from this book what are the 4 treasures in a study
created by our forefathers. As a matter of fact, cultural curios are far more than the 4
treasures. All the two hundred and more art products introduced in this book are pri-
vate collection, spanning several thousand years, made of gold, metal, jade and dozens
of other materials, nearly a hundred categories. The book here exhibits a peculiar and
wonderful world, far exceeding the realm of curios. We give knowledge regarding
curios, but the knowledge is extensive, not limited to the antiquities. Different ages,
different materials, different aesthetic standards, different artistic intentions turn out a
feast for the eyes, contend in beauty and wonder, splendid and superb articles and
ornaments in studies. Meanwhile they are a corner in the great and excellent edifice of
the Chinese civilization, a miniature and a review, so to speak.

The pictures of cultural curios collected here are by no means complete, but
they are representative. We have little talent and less knowledge, the short explanation
given to every object is not free from mistakes. Fortunately, the exquisite pictures are
clear and honest. We believe, kind and genteel collectors and readers will get some-
thing fresh and beneficial.

Han Tianheng,
Han Huizhi
New Year’s Day, 2005
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9s

Qing Two pieces of jade with turnabout heart

96

Qing Jadeite thumb ring

97

Qing Amber lion-shaped pend:
Qing Ganoderma jade pendant

98
99

Qing Jadeite bowl with cover ....

Qing Carved fairy made of red coral

Qing Two white jade snuff bottles

Qing Snuff bottle made of copying realgar glaze .

Paint
Warring States Painted ear cup with cloud grain

Song Plain face, black painted round case

Yuan Rectangle case inlaid with mother-of-pearl

Yuan Painted red face carved round case made by Yang Mao ...

Yuan Painted red carved round tray made by Zhang Cheng

Ming, Yongle Gold decorated bible board

Ming, Wanli Gourd shaped painted carved wine pot

Ming Painted case of 3 boxes

Ming Fragrant table inlaid with mother-of-pearl figures on horses

Ming A little cupboard inlaid with mother-of-pearl, flowers and birds

Ming, Wanli Painted dragon grain case
attached: painted litchi case;
painted landscape and figures case

Ming Painted crabapple type figure tray
attached: painted figure square tray;
square case painted with 8 Immortals

Ming Two pieces of painted round Pot

Ming Plain black painted table

Ming Painted landscape fan ribs

Ming Painted black peony bowl

Ming Export mother-of-pear! articles
attached: square case, covered with copper leaf,
inlaid with mother-of-pearl;
figure round case, inlaid with mother-of-pearl;
a small figure table, inlaid with mother-of-pearl;
rectangle pot, inlaid with mother-of-pearl

Qing Gold powdered small table

Qing, Qianlong Color painted S-shaped ornamental object

Qing Painted brush container with fisherman, woodcutter, farmer and scholar

Qing Rectangle case painted with landscape and figures on goldleaf

Qing A big color case

Qing Round case inlaid with mother-of-pearl and wild geese

Ivory
Ming Ivory seal with a horm

Qing Bird’s ivory pot carved with figure

Qing Ivory seal “Forget Me Not”, carved by Chen Yuzhong
attached: ivory seal setter “Ji Chuan”

Qing Ivory inkslab screen microcarved by Yu Shuo
attached: inkslab screen “Later Ode to Red Precipice”

Qing Haw ksbill ivory fan ribs

Horn
Ming Rhinoceros hom cup with grass and mantis

Ming Rhinoceros horn cup with squirrel and grape

Ming Gourd shaped rhinoceros horn cup

Ming Carved horn Goddess Guanyin

Ming Two rhinoceros horn cups
Qing Rhinoceros horn cup with ancient dragon

Modern Carved rhinoceros horn Goddess Guanyin
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Pottery

Yangshao cuiture period color pottery pot
Han Pot, engraved by “Fumigating Slave”

Han Kneeling figurine

Han Yellow glazed big plate

Han “Everlasting Peace” eaves tile

Tang 3 color female dancing figurine

Tang 3 color incense burner

Song Child figurine
Song Bowl mould of Yaozhou Kiln

Qing Purple sand clay flower holder

Qing Purple clay kettle,covered with tin leaf, made by Zhu Shi
Qing Red clay grain teapot, made by Wang Xichen

Purple Clay teapot, made by Cheng Shouzhen, engraved by Gu Jingzhou

Purple Clay teapot, made by Yu Guoliang

Purple Clay seed and broad bean, made by Pei Shimin

Porcelain

Jin Green porcelain evil-exorcising candlestick
Jin Green porcelain tiger shape chamber pot

Jin Land-buying ticket, made in Yue Kiln, in the 5% year of Taikang

Tang Yue Kiln, barn shape epitaph

Five Dynasties Green glazed double-ear bottle with cloud grain

Song Ding Kiln, big bowl with two fish

Song Bacun Kiln, red and green figure figurines

Song Jizhou Kiln, black glazed storied building bottle with cover
Southern Song Official Kiln, curling grain plum vase with cover

Southern Song Official Kiln small bowl

Yuan Shufu Kiln big bowl

Yuan Green flower fish grain pot

Ming Green flower dragon grain brush container

Ming Green flower brush rack

Ming, Wanli Colorful wooden club vase
Ming, Dehua Kiln, White glazed kettle

Qing, Kangxi Green flower figure vase

Qing, Kangxi Green flower landscape general pot
Qing, Yongzheng After Ge Kiln, 3 pieces of plate and brush licks

Qing, Qianlong Green flower red ink paste box with pipefish grain

Qing, Qianlong Green flower color mixing tray

Qing, Jiaging Green flower big bowl with flower and bird

Qing, Xianfeng Green flower plum vase

Qing, Guangxu Changed glaze tubed ears vase

Qing, Guangxu Green flower vase for appreciation
Qing, Guangxu Famille rose vase for appreciation

Qing Porcelain brush container carved by Wang Bingrong

Qing Inkslab screen inscribed by Kang Youwei

Modern Landscape painting plate, made by Zhu Qizhan

Modern Landscape painting plate, made by Wang Geyi

Modemn Hydrangea painting plate, made by Lin Fengmian

Modern Lotus red ink pasle box, made by Xie Zhiliu

Bamboo
Ming Boys at play, carved bamboo

Ming Arhat reading bible, carved bamboo

Qing Carved bamboo brush container, discuss under pine tree

Qing Carved bamboo brush container, report a victory at Mt.East

Qing Bamboo teaspoon, engraved by Wu Zi

Qing Figure arm resting rack, made by Fei Danxu

Qing A few square bamboo seals, such as “Aged Pupil”, cut by Wu Rangzhi
Qing Mottled bamboo fan ribs

Qing Fan ribs, inscribed by Wu Dacheng
attached: relief sculpture fan ribs

Modemn Fan ribs, painted by Zhang Dagian, engraved by Zhi Ci’ an

Modern A group of carved fan ribs

Modermn Bamboo root toad, engraved by Yang Liuhai

Wood
Ming Kind and polite old man,engraved on eaglewood

Ming Lean Immortal, engraved on littleleaf

Ming Arhat riding on elephant, engraved on ferreous mesua

Ming Carved brush container on yellow mesua, inscribed by Wu Jiong

Ming S-shaped object made of sandalwood
attached: S-shaped object, made of littleleaf

S-shaped object, made of chicken wing wood
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Ming A group of small hardwood tables, turning upwards on both sides
attached: small table made of yellow mesua;
small table made of catalpa sandalwood;
small table made of chicken wing wood;

small table made of beech 210
Ming Brush container made of birch 212
Ming Lying Buddha, made of sandalwood 213
Ming Landscape brush container made of eaglewood 214
Qing Eaglewood brush container, engraved by Bada Shanren 215
Qing Padauk brush container, engraved by Liang Shizheng ......... 216
Qing, Qianlong Padauk basin, made by Yuan Tingtao 217
Qing Wood natural or 218
Qing Coconut carving bowl with cloud grain
attached: a pair of coconut carved bowls 219
Qing, Qianlong A pair of gold powdered bowls 220
Qing Landscape red sandalwood brush container, made by Xi Gang 222
Qing Small padauk table with pine twig and ganoderma, made by Hu Gongshou 223
Qing Arhat, engraved on littleleaf 224
Qing Two pieces of ink bed 225
Qing Horizontal inscribed board, written by Wu Changshuo in seal character . 226

Modern Plum brush container made of yellow mesua, painted by Lu Yanshao, engraved by Zhan Renzuo........ 227
Modern Padauk brush container, painted by Xie Zhiliu, engraved by Liu Shuoshi
Modern Padauk arm resting rack, painted by Cheng Shifa, engraved by Bean House

Stone
Tang Epitaph of Magistrate Shen of Shangjin County
Song Seal box
Ming Yingde stone, engraved by Sun Kehong
Qing Red Lingbi stone
Qing Inkslab screen, engraved by Wu Changshuo
Modern Pebble grain like in dangerous in Sanxia
Ming Qingtian seal “Depth of Firewood Door”, engraved by He Zhen
Qing Seal “Shu Duan’s copy ”, engraved by Huang Yi
Qing “Poem, Calligraphy, Painting, Seal by Qiantang Wu Fengzao”, engraved by Qian Song
Qing Green stone seal “Orchid Words Study”, engraved by Xu Sang
Qing A pair of seals “Zhi Fu”, “Ru Lun Stamp”, engraved by Wu Changshuo
Qing “Fang Wenjun Seal”, engraved by Huang Shiling ........cc.coocooooiinn
Qingtian big seal “Hundred Plum Building”, engraved by Qi Huang
Ming Big seal, Monk Cave, Mt.Shou
Qing Seal with a queer ox atop, engraved by Yang Yuxuan............
Qing A pair of fish brain ring seals, Mt.Shou ..
Qing Transparent seal stone, from Fengmen, Qingtian
attached: green Fengmen stone;

green bamboo Zhou Village stone 246

Qing Two white lotus seals from General Cave, Mt.Shou
attached: Qianlong White lotus seal with official hat button;

new 3-color lotus seal .. 247
Qing A group of tanhuang seals, Mt.Shou . 248
Litchi wine seal stone, Mt.Shou 250
Carmine Shanbo transparent seal, Mt.Shou ....... 251
A group of chicken blood seals, from Changhua .............cccoiieiiiii e 252
Chicken blood big seal, from Balin, Inner Mongolia, engraved by Liu Shuoshi 254
“Monkey”, yellow gingtian stone seal, engraved by Yang Liuhai .. 255
Crystal seal from Wenyang, Mt.Shou, engraved by Yao Zhongda . 256
Additions
Qing Jadeite brush 257
Qing Jin Shi color ink 258
Qing Jadeite inlaid S-shaped object made of yellow mesua 259
Qing Lingzhi-shaped plate engraved on turquois 260
Southern Song Painted peony square tray 261
Yuan Painted flowers round tray 262
Yuan Painted peacock peony diamond tray 263
Yuan Pawpaw-shaped case inlaid with mother-of pearl 264
Ming Painted landscape and figures case 265
Ming Painted tiger-beating arhat case 266
Ming Cupboard inlaid with mother-of pearl, landscape, flowers and birds 267
Ming Painted carved footed rectangular case 268
Qing Brush container inlaid with treasure ivory 269

Qing Painted square case engraved on ivory 270




Qing Ivory inkslab screen microcarved by Yu Shuo

Ming Rhinoceros horn cup

Ming Rhinoceros horn cup with Lingzhi

Ming Rhinoceros horn cup with landscape and figures

Ming Rhinoceros horn cup with two monkeys and two deer

Ming Rhinoceros horn cup with Yulan

Qing Rhinoceros horn Gu carved by Hu Yunzhong

Qing Eight-angle rhinoceros horn cup with ancient dragon
Attached: Rhinoceros horn cup with ancient dragon

Qing Rhinoceros horn cup with hollyhock

Qing Rhinoceros horn cup with Yulan

Qing Imitating jade color porcelain S-shaped ornamental object

Mordermn White porcelain color-mixing dish made by Tang Yun

Mordern Fan ribs, painted by Jiang Hanting and engraved by Xu Subai
Mordemn Ji Gong engraved on little leaf by Zhu Zichang

Mordern Pebble featuring Yan Guang Fishing
Qing Arhat engraved on white lotus

Qing Peach-shaped plate engraved on red lotus
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