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A Brief Introduction To the

Calligrapher

Li Lewu, styled himself Shanyin,
assumed name the owner of the self - re-
alization studio, was born in Xiaoxian
County, Anhui Proince, in July, 1953.
Mr. Liu Huiming, the famous calligra-
pher, is his teacher. Li is famous for his
cursive hand which is bold, vigorous and
unresirainted. His calligraphy is full of
wonderfui beauty and special taste. His
calligraphy has been published and ap-
preciated in many Chinese calligraphic
and painting newspapers and magazines.
He is a prizewinner at various competi-
tive calligraphy exhibitions.

His works have already collected in-
to { The International Calligraphy. The
Collection Of Seal Cutting Art ), {The
Calligraphy Of The Famous Comtempo-
rary Chinese Calligrphers j and other
books. A special artistic film about his
calligraphy has been produced by the
Anhui TV Station. He is now a member
of the Anhui Branch of the Chinese Cal-
ligraphist Association and the president
of Anhui Mangyuan Research Society in
Calligraphic and Painting Art.
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preface

With The Trick Of Calligraphy In His Heart
——Chou Benxin

An intense popular interest in Chinese calligraphy - a special phenomenon in the history
of Chinese culture,rose after ten years of the so-called Great Cultural Revolution. The people
practised calligraphy out of various motives. Some motives were to right the psychological un-
balance resulted from the ten years’ disaster. The society always goes its own way for balance
and coordination.

Li Lewu,the owner of { The Self-realization Studio } rose abruptly just from the tide of
popular practice of calligraphy , because he knew better how to solve the contradiction between
motives, impulse and the motive force. He has extricated himself from the predicament with
courage, gift and persistence. Self-teaching and self-realization are of great significance, so
he asked Liu Huiming, his calligraphical teacher, to write him {Self-realization studio} and
hung it on the wall of his study.

Mr. Li was born and brought up in Xiaoxian County . the old course of the Huanghe Riv-
er, north of Huaihe River in Anhui Province. He was honest and broadminded because he
grew and was nurtured on the land of the ancient state Xiaoguo and he entered the calligraphi-
cal theatre early.

He served in the army in the 70s in Xilinggele grassland in Inner Mongolia Autonomous
Region. All the primitive natural dispositions are fully revealed in this place on which the in-
formidable cavalries of Xiongnu, Tujue, Qidan and the Mongoll of Genhis Khan once gal-
loped. Deep ponderation, hard thinking and inspiration of his have finally reaped rich fruit
and Mr. Li has come to realize that the vitality of all living things is nothing but the supernatu-
ral disposition. His penetrating study of calligraphical art and hard practice have finally freed
him from the yoke of convention and the talent has now showed itself.



The humane origin of the old course of the Huanghe River and the natural disposition of
the great grassland are the two decisive factors for Li’s success in calligraphy. The name of
his research society for the art in calligraphy and painting is Mangyuan which means the great
vast grassland and this fully demonstrates the influence of the grassland and his hometown on
him.

Art has been used to express a doctrine since the ancient time because doctrine,  prin-
ciple, virtue, humanity, morality and art have always been treasured. vou can tell some-
thing about the calligrapher’s personality, interest, taste and his academic attainments from
his calligraphy. Those who are eager for quick success and instant benefit, hunt for novelty or
fabricate absurdly will surely end in failure. Mr. Li understands this quite well. He has spent
much time laying solid foundation by reading a lot of literary and historical classics, intensi-
fied his creative conception by painstaking practice. A good learner is not a copyist. There are
some differences between Li’s calligraphy and his teacher’s. The characteristics of his teacher’s
are unfold, forcile and graceful while his simple, bold and vigorous,what he pursuits is the
beauty of wilderness and broadness, the indomitable and sturdy spirit of the great grassland.

From Mr. Li’s calligraphy, we can see that he has brought his own advantages into full
play and found his right position in the coordinate of tradition and modern aesthetics— a patch
of clean land on which one seeks no fame or gain.

Li’s calligraphy has now become well-known to the outside world and there isa long way to
go before him. There is still much room to be desired for his calligraphy in meaningful dispasi-
tion, delicacy and precision.

We are looking forward to his distillation.
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