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Preface

Experiencing Chinese: Traveling in China is one book of the Experiencing Chinese series for
short-term teaching material. It shares the same learning model as the other books in this series, that is,
experiencial learning. Compared with the other books in this series, Experiencing Chinese: Traveling
in China is written especially for Chinese language beginners who like to travel. The necessary scenes
for travel are depicted with simple words and sentence patterns. That is very practical for beginners to
communicate while traveling in China. This book includes necessary dialogues and tips for traveling in
China and requires about 50 class hours. Experiencing Chinese: Traveling in China could serve as a
useful handbook for tourists traveling in China.

Structure

The book consists of 12 units. Each unit has 3~4 communicative objectives and contains the
following parts:

+ Objectives

Objectives are designed for teachers and students to know about the study focus and the func-

tional tasks of the unit.
+ Warm-Up

In Warm-Up, the main words and phrases are listed with pictures to introduce students to the

words they will learn. Pictures will help them to visualize the new words.
+ Conversations and Activities

Each unit has 2 parts, the second of which supplements and expands upon the first. Both include
5 elements: Words and Phrases, Sentences, Conversation, Notes and Activities All the Words and
Phrases and basic Sentences used in the Conversation are listed. The Conversations are designed to
practice Words and Phrases and Sentences in practical communication scenes. Notes explain the lan-
guage points in Conversations with simple examples. Activities provide students more opportunities to
practice communication in various ways.

+ Tour Guide

Tour Guide provides the relevant information and general knowledge about traveling in China.

VL. Chinese Scenery

Chinese Scenery shows the most beautiful scenery of China.

Features

Experiencing Chinese: Traveling in China targets Chinese language beginners who like to travel
in China and badly need help in communicating. It aims to be very practical.

Limited vocabulary: This book covers about 300 words and phrases, of which most are at the
basic level. ’

Authenticity and practicability: All the language materials and communication environments were
designed based on a survey of more than 300 foreign students from Dali University.

Focus on practicability, not grammar: Language points are explained by simple examples, not by

‘IlIllllllllllllll.ll.lllllll..l.Illll.ll.l.l.ll.lll...l..llllIlllllllll.lllllll.
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the grammatical rules.

A variety of exercises and interactive activities: Both teachers and students are deeply involved in
the communication practice.

Besides learning communication skills, students will also get more knowledge about travelling in
China.

Moreover, beautiful pictures and the audio recording make the learning process more interesting.

Hopefully you enjoy learning Chinese as well as traveling in China.

Zhang Rumei
April, 2006. Dali, Yunnan
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Expressions for Classroom and Everyday Use

B B W mle F H./f
NY h&o. / Nin hdo. ~ . H&o de. / Xing. :
T I Bl Cwumaer
Q‘fngwén R4 aake : PN Zénmeyang?

Xiéxie.
R ES.

BU keqi.

Class is over. iﬁ ¥ %ﬁo

Xia  ké. _ Qing kan haiban.

$TF B, 82 %_T, Openyourtext- R Fo

D&kai shd, fan d&@o di _ yé. book, turn topage... *H&n hdo.

e

1) O * Read louder. W& 8 %3
dd dianr shéng. Xi@nz&i zud lidnxi.
BiE — B’ Once again please.

Z&i shuo yi bidn.

OK.

Look at the black-
board please.
Very good.

Let’s do therexeteisés

NOW.
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FE—iR
 %F

Transportation

FR
A
Checking In

FE=iR
S

Room Facilities

SR
H # % #

Arranging Daily Activities

EhiR

Ml B
Asking the Way

FEINIR
iR
Booking a Ticket

FCIR
W
Shopping

AW N =

. Learn the common expressions for taking a taxi
. Learn the common expressions for taking a bus

. Learn the numbers 0-10

. Learn how to make a self-introduction
. Learn the common expressions for checking in
. Learn the common expressions for booking a room

. Learn the numbers 11-20

. Learn the common expressions for hotel service
. Learn to ask for help in the hotel room

. Know the names of room facilities

. Learn how to tell time
. Learn how to say the days of the week

. Know how to inquire about the arrangement of daily activities

1. Learn the common expressions for asking directions

. Learn the basic words for location

. Learn how to inquire about and express dates

. Learn how to book a ticket

. Learn the common expressions for shopping
. Learn the common expressions for bargaining

12

24

36

48

62

72

84




3. Learn the common expressions for selecting items

4. Learn the terms for RMB: Yuan or Kuai

EEN

/iR 96
e & 1. Learn the common expressions for exchanging money in the bank
Exchanging Money 2. Learn how to express the exchange rate

3. Learn the terms for RMB: Kuai, Mao, Fen
FIR 106
Rk B 1. Learn the common expressions for asking for help in emergencies
Asking for Help 2. Learn how to describe lost property
E1iR e

"z R 1. Learn the common expressions for ordering food
Dining 2. Learn how to make requests for food

3. Learn how to pay the bill

] 1. Learn how to inquire about and describe one’s health

I Am Not Well 2. Learn some words about the human body

128

1R
T & 1. Learn the common expressions for mailing

Mailing a Letter 2. Learn the basic format of a Chinese letter

138
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Pronunciation

B #R Objectives

. Q‘zﬁﬂﬁﬁffﬂqlﬁﬂ\ ¥)BF0E Learn initials, ﬁnal‘s and tones of Chinese Pinyin
« BHEFOBEIFLS) Basic pronunciation and tone drills

Chinese syllable is usually composed of an initial, a final and a tone. An initial is a consonant that
begins the syllable and a final is the rest of the syllable. If you want to learn to speak Chinese, you

should learn the initials, the finals and the tones first.

6 A= /B#0a98 Initials and Finals

7 B Initials

# B Finals

a ia

o

e ie

ai :

ei

ao ico
ou iou (iu)
an ian
en in
ang iang
eng ing

ong iong

ua
uo

uai
uei (ui)

uen (un)

uang

-

an
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1.

When "i” forms a syllable by itself, it is written as “yi” ; when “i” occurs at the beginning of a syllable,
it is written as “y”.

e.g. i—yi ia-ya ian—yan

When “u” forms a syllable by itself, it should be written as “wu” ;‘}Nwﬁemf"‘u’ occurs at the beginning of
a syllable, it is written as “w”. ‘ ' : ;
e.g. U—wu uac—wa uan—wan

When "U” forms a syllable by itself or occurs at the beginning of a syllable, it is written as “yu”, with
the dots dropped. :
e.g. U—yu Uan—yuan Un—yun Ue—yue

When *J", "G", X" are put before *G or a final begins

a final h "0, the two dots in "0 are dropped.
e.g. JUzi—juzi qUanbu — quanbu  xdexi — xuexi s B

#t iE 4 =] Pronunciation Drills

. $BB/EY The mono final syllables

ba pa ma fa da - g a0 la ga ka ha

bo po mo fo de te ne Ile ge ke he

bi pi mi iU ni I

bu pu mu fu o DI B aes o (W1 EGN] 1§] : nt U

. RBBEYP The nasal-ended final syllables

ban ben bang beng pan . pen pang peng

man. men mang meng fan fen fang feng

dan dang deng dong tan tang teng tong

nan nang neng nong lan lang leng long luan nuan

bin bing pin  ping min  ming lin  ling nin  ning




5. B8&zh ch, sh, rfoz, c, sBYEYP The syllables with initials zh, éh, sh,randzc,s

zhi chi shi ri Zi Ci Si
zhe che she re ze ce se
zhan chan shan ran ) zan can san

chang shang - rang ~zong cong song

@ 718 Tones

! There are four basic tones and one neutral tone in the standard Chinese. They are indicated by tone graphs.
‘ Namely, “-” (the first tone), “-” (the second tone), “-” (the third tone) , “” (the fourth tone) and the neutral tone
which is not marked. When a syllable is pronounced in different tones, it has different meanings. For example:

\ tGng means “soup”, tdng means “sugar”, tng means “ to lie down” and tGng means “ hot” or “to iron”.

Diagram of tones

e )
s __first tone (55) 5 second tone (35)
4 4 third tone (214)
3 3
2 12
! _ 1 fourth tone (51)




7= 8 % =] Tone Drills
1. BXFFES,

Four basic tones drill.

ma ma mda ma
gé gé geé gé
hao hdo h&o h&o
gidn gidn qiGdn  gidn ' .'J

| (8] ]

2. UBAE=FEFHEE—EN, F—ANERXRBE_F. #im. nihdo— nihdo, FRETINAE.
When there are two third-tone syllables together, the first one should be pronounced with the
second tone while the tone of the second syllable stays unchanged. For example: NnTh&o —
nihdo. Please read the following words.
hénhdo vyufd fuddo  sudydu

3. B=FFAE—. —. MANBRFENAN, BEEXR ¥=F. SRRBRERRE=FHNET—FEAE.
fign. nimen—nimen, FRE THEIE.
When a third tone is followed by a first, second or fourth tone, or neutral tone, it is pronounced in
the “half” third tone. That is, the tone that only falls but doesn’t rise. For example: nimen —
nimen. Please read the following words.

BEjTng k&oya M&igud [txing
wanfan képd xThuan jigjie

4. BEFE/XEXE. BRIETIEIE,
The neutral tone is very light and short. Please read the following words.
madma gége yeye zhizi
alellgle]! jigjie didi méeimei



1 Transportation

B ¥R Objectives
HARFERVEARRE

Learn the common expressions for
taking a taxi

SRR NTCSENERRES
Learn the common expressions for
taking a bus

$EHF 0~10

Learn the numbers 0-10




# 5 warm-Up

A £
chuzu ché
taxi

3k Ak
gonggdng qgiché
bus

3] A
S

driver

» 1E1BiZiE Point and Speak
HERFE, X—HDE—MEEEO R, WATMHA—H, — AR, —TAR



