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I'm a teacher of English. I'm retired. Time ___-'f.'e’l_?-'..-“ ”’ l

has passed quickly and everyone, old or young, H‘%’:} r); {éf B M
1s always getting older and older. Now, at the A&%Ythrén ‘\’;TQaCher S
beginning of a new year, I'd like to say a few
words to you.

I began to learn English in the 1950°s when
I was in my junior middle school. It is nearly

fifty years. What [ want to say to you today is

20
how to learn English efficiently, which is the

question almost every English learner in China

has raised all the time. i :

In accordance with my own English learning experience, there are three things a Chinese
English learner must remember, that is, being interested in English; working hard at it; and
learning in as many ways as possible.

The first, the interest of learning, is the most important thing. As we all know, if a person
isn’t interested in what he is doing, he can’t do it well. Just as the saying goes, “Interest is the
best teacher.” If you are interested in English, you will find that there is a lot of fun and even that
there are not any difficulties. But if you are not so interested in it, you will find that it is difficult
and may think that you can’t even learn it well at all. In that case, you should try your best to
cultivate your interests with the help of your teachers and classmates.

The second is hard work. English is the language that derives from the western countries

and there is much difference between English and Chinese. To us, of course, such a language is

HSIN9ONT /3N

difficult to learn. It is clear that there is no language environment while we are learning it,
because there are no people who can speak it and use it around us. In such conditions, we must
work very hard. We must learn the pronunciation of the words well, know the grammar rules

and, what is more, to use them correctly, and have a good command on the use of words. We

| must do a lot of listening, speaking, reading and writing practice. And the most important is to

I try to use English in class and out of class. All of this is hard work.

The third is trying to learn English in as many ways as you can. We know that if we want to

do anything well, we must use the best methods. So it is with learning English. What are the best

| methods? There are a lot of them. For example, you should always listen to the teacher in class

: attentively, do your homework in the correct way, that is, doing it mechanically, meaningtully

] Try to do it in a creative way, i.c., using all the methods that you think are useful. Remember

and communicatively. Memorizing the words may be the most difficult job for Chinese students.

| this: practice, practice and practice all the time. That is what you have to remember in learning.
i I can’t tell you everything, because working creatively is the very key to learning English
| well.
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Treasured Snow Tiger Born in NE China
A treasured (¥4 4)) snow tiger was born on October | in a zoo in Harbin. He 1s the first
snow tiger to be born in China since 1999,
The snow tiger’s parents are a variation (% f|') of the
Bengal tiger ( fi I147 1% ) — white tigers. In the world there
are only 200 white tigers and a few snow tigers. Its skin is pure

white, only on its forehead, chest and tail there are faint (|

1) brown strips.
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4th Beijing Music Festival Opened

The 4th Beijing Music Festival opened on October 17 in the Great Hall of the People( A
[ A 2380 ). Russian St. Petersburg Philharmonic (6 {if {6 220 41141 ) held a wonderful
concert. Founded mn 1882, 1t is one of the best Philharmonic in the world.

The music festival will end on November 8. About 1,
500 artists from China and other 14 countries will attend the
festival. Besides concerts. operas and Chinese folk music,
§ there is a Children's Concert for voung audiences.
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Aye,doy.
The Mgly Ducklbing
(Part Two)

de (‘\9 by Hans Christian Andersen
(G A0

At last he came to a miserable little shack (.- %) that seemed to
remain standing only because it didn't know which way to tumble (£ {8 /7
7 ) down.

The door hung open crookedly (% ##.), and the duckling slipped in out
of the rain.

Inside he found a woman with a pet cat named Sonnie and a pet hen

ﬁ|who because of her little legs, was called Chickabiddy (%€ %) —

'Shortshanks. The ugly duckling fell asleep at once and no one noticed him.
But in the morning the cat purred (#$°%4) and the hen clucked (%524 )
and the woman said “what’s the matter?” Her eyesight wasn’t very good and
she thought, “Maybe this is a rare prize duck who wil lay eggs for me.”

“Can you lay eggs?” the hen asked. “No,” replied the duckling. “Can
you purr and arch (% & 3 #) your back?” asked the cat.

“No."

“Then what can you do?” they wanted to know.

“I can swim,” exclaimed the ugly duckling.”It’s delightful to dive into
the water and feel it all around you.”

“You must be crazy,” said the cat and the hen. And the duckling
went. He swam and dived and ran and flew but everyone gave him the cold
shoulder because he was so ugly.

At last summer was over and autumn came with leaves turning brown
and whirling (%) in the chilly (#£4-4y) wind. The duckling was miserable
indeed all alone in the cold cruel world.

But one evening, Jjust as the sun was setting, he saw coming out of
the bushes a flock of handsome white swans ( &£ #) with long graceful
necks. They spread their wings and, with a strange cry, rose higher and
higher as they flew to warmer regions (X # ).

The ugly duckling thought he had never seen such beautiful creatures
before. How he admired them! He would have been happy indeed if they had

EEEEEEEEl
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so much as noticed him.

But they did not. They flew south, not even seeing the ugly duckling
in the freezing lake. And soon it was winter and the lake froze over holding
the duckling fast. What a terrible night that was for the poor creature
(%% )1 He almost froze to death.

But early the next morning a farmer passing—by broke the ice, lifted
the duckling out, and took him home.

IR NN E NN NN NN NN NN NN NN

The duckling soon came to himself again as the farmer’s children played
with him. But he was so frightened at these strange surroundings that he -
fluttered (3 ®) into the mik—pan, spilling milk all over the place. The farmer’s wife
was annoyed by this and the duckling, frightened out of it's wits, flew first
into the butter tub (36 4) and then into the flour—barrel. What a sight he
was! The woman struck out at him .y
with the fire—tongs (4+) while the w“‘_ h
children laughed and screamed and o o
tumbled (# %) all over each other ;
trying to catch him. \ n Y S

Luckily for him the door was > ‘ [
open and he was able to slip out. He ’
lay behind a bush in the snow and

) r -

over. But at last it grew warm and sunny. Birds sang and buds (¥)

stayed there until the winter was

swelled. It was spring!
All at once the ducklmg found he could flap (#471) his wings, and one'

trees bent down to the water. Suddenly three glorious white swans™
appeared ruffling (& #.) their feathers as they swam lightly across the
water. The ugly duckling dazing (4 ;£ &) at the beautiful birds, thought to
himself, “If | dare go near them, they will kil me because | am so ugly. But
| don't care. Better to be killed by these beautiful creatures than to be )
bitten by ducks and hens, or kicked by the poultry—girl, or starve in the J,,}
winter.”

‘=--e‘,\.

So he dived into the water and swam out to the swans.“Kil met”
cried the poor creature, bending his head down to the water.
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But what was this he saw reflected in the clear water? 1t was his own
image! For the first time he saw himself as he really was. And, to his
utter amazement, he saw that he was not an ugly duckling — or a duckling
at all — but a swan — a beautiful white swan!

You see, a bird who comes from a swan’s egg is a swan even if the
egg happens to be hatched by a duck, and ducks think that no one is
pretty except a duck. They think anyone who doesn’t look like a duck is
ugly, even the most beautiful swan.

But now the “ugly duckling” knew why he had felt so much love for
the beautiful swans, and he knew he was as beautiful himself as they
were.

The swans recognized him too, as one of them, and they swam around
im stroking him with their beadks.

By and by some children came down to the lake to throw breadcrumbs
(& & &) to the swans. “Look!” cried the youngest. “There’s a beautiful
new white swan!™ And the other children shouted happily, “Yes, he is the
most beautiful one of alll”

Of course the swan who had
been considered an ugly duckling
was very happy. But he never
became vain (& fi4) or con—
ceited (B AHA4). He always
remembered how it felt to be
despised (#4.) and teased (&
%), and he was very sorry for
all the creatures who are so
treated merely because they are
different from the people around them.

But now that he was appreciated ( ¥ 12) at last, he rustled (4&7 #
°8) his wings, lifted his slender neck, and sighed happily,“To think that
this joy should come to one who has always been considered an ugly
duckling! It's almost too good to be true.” (The end)

(m # #43)
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the First Person to

Travel Round the
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Magellan was born in the spring of 1480 in Portugal.
His mother was a noble. But when he was 10 years old, his
parents died. He was educated at court (F ZE) and be-
came interested in exploring ( #[i% ). At the age of 25, he sailed to India and the Philippines ( JE
D).

Magellan believed that the globe ( #1FR )is round and there is another way to get to the east.
Because he was refused by the king of Portugal ( fj%jf" ), he went to Spain ( F§ L5 ) for help.
The king gave him 5 ships. After one year's preparation, on September 20,1519, Magellan and 270
sailors set sail from Spain.

They crossed the Atlantic ( #2P5{¥ ) and got to Brazil ( ELftj ), then sailed south looking for
a passage (ifiif ) to another ocean. On October 21, 1520, they found the strait, which was later
named the Strait of Magellan, and sailed into a beautiful and peaceful ( J-#51% ) ocean. Magellan
called it the Pacific Ocean ( A ).

After 99 days ' hard sailing, they reached the island Guam ( £ ). Many sailors died of disease
and hunger. On March 11, 1521, they got to Philippines. They had sailed all the way around the
world!

But when they rested in Philippines, Magellan was killed in a battle between natives ( - 3%
A, MHiEE ). The rest of his men went on sailing west. On September 6, 1522, only one ship
and 18 sailors went back to Spain.
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Things I Learned from Movies

1. The Eiffel Tower can be seen from any window of any building in Paris.

2. A man wil show no pain while taking the most ferocious beating but will wince
when a woman tries to clean his wounds,

3. When paying for a taxi, never look at your wallet as you take out a note—just
grab one at random and hand it over. It will always be the exact fare,

4, Mothers routinely cook eggs, bacon and waffles for their family every morning, even

though the husband and children never have tinle T eat 2 |
Cars and trucks that crash will :afwaﬁurst into “flan )
it ol upﬁghtﬂ

ally bark atst
ices with bargs red readouts so you

Any person waking from a nightmare
Dogs always know who's bad and will

o B = &

All bombs are fitted with electronic timing

know exactly when they're going to
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Friday and the Thirteenth have long been
considered very unlucky because it has some
bad associations which came from mythology,
tale of the Bible, and the customs and habits.
According to the Bible, the Lord God created
the first man, Adam. Then he took a rib from
Adam’s body and out of it created the first
woman, Eve. It was said that Adam was cre-
ated on a Friday and it was on Friday that Adam
and Eve ate the forbidden fruit, and on a Friday
they died.

Friday was also the common day in England
for executing criminals, for which it was some-
times known as Hanging Day.

From the old Norse myth people got the
idea that 13 people sitting at a table to have a
dinner was unlucky. And this superstition was
confirmed by the last supper of Christ and his
disciples. The Bible tells us that Christ sat down
with his 12 disciples, which made up the num-
ber 13, at the last supper when Judas, one of the
12 disciples, sold his master for thirty pieces of
silver. Christ was killed by nailing on the cross

the following day on a Friday.
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:.'..“" A Cat

™~ Mrs. Margaret had a young cat, and it was the cat’s first winter. One evening the cat
_ was outside when it began to snow heavily. Mrs. Margaret looked everywhere and shouted
T ¥ its name, but she did not find it. So she telephoned the police and said, “I have lost a small
ﬂ |

....':‘ 'l black cat. Has anybody found one?”
[’E‘ﬁ “No, madam,” said the policeman at

the other end. “But cats are really very
strong animals. They sometimes lie for days
in the snow, and when it melts or somebody
finds them, they are quite all right.”

Mrs. Margaret felt happier when she

heard this. “And.” she said. “our catis

very clever, she almost talks.”
The policeman was getting rather tired.
“Well then,” he said. “why don’t you put your telephone down? Perhaps she is trying to

telephone vou now.”

A Child’s Eye View
Young Tommy, aged seven, spent all his
spare time with a pencil and crayons, drawing
the world as he saw it.
When his mother took him to a park, he did

not want to play with the other children. He did

not even want to play on the swings and seesaws.
All he wanted to do was drawing.
His father was quite worried.“I don’t want

Tommy to spend his whole life drawing,” he

said.
“Why not?” his mother argued. “Some
people do. Think about all the famous artists.

Rembrandt, Gauguin, Van Gogh. Their main interest in life was their art.”
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