Vs 2o sn Nk yu =
% TTHE CHINA W 1



RN E

'98 F1{E[

WATCH

THE CHINA WORLD

g NREAH AL
it 5 gk AR PR A
Shanghai People’s Fine Arts Publishing House
Watch the World Publishing Ltd



HRIFEZRL('I8 FEK)

rHEEFLI028
FEARERHKRA R
HAMEBRERAF
EHRERTT . EEBARERERK Hikt  FETKEREO2FBE
BiE : (+86-21) 6247 4691
(2= : (+86-21) 6247 2331
#4574 & 1T . Watch the World Publishing Ltd. E Rk  FEARLABREREN+—5
(AR B REIRAR) HUBE L.t T C &2
B3 1 (+852) 2330 6996
TR © (+852) 2330 6912

N MERSHEGEYNERAL R
FA : 635 X 940 BHK  1/16  ENEK : 14
8 : ISBN 7-5322-2080-X/J * 1960
1998 £ 7 H ¥R 58— K Ell

© 1998 Watch the World Publishing Ltd.(it ##p R HARBER AR K Lig AR EAR ML
EIEMAERE © &4 Watch the World Publishing Ltd., BVI & {EHAR

ABE X EY B RPRERERA SR LB ARERERMSRSE | HE . KT
R, RS X Z AT B A BE L, — A B UEAE AR EE RN E R EFEH LR

Watch the China World

Shanghai Publishing Bureau of Information
register number : 102

Co-published by Shanghai People’s Fine Arts Publishing House, PRC
and Watch the World Publishing Ltd., BVI

Distribution : Shanghai People’s Fine Arts Publishing House
Address : 672/33, Chang Le Road, Shanghai, PRC, 200040

Telephone : (+86-21) 6247 4691

Fax : (+86-21) 6247 2331
Overseas Distribution : Watch the World Publishing Ltd.
Correspondence Address : Flat C, Ground Floor, Kaiser Estate, 41 Man Yue Street,
Hunghom, Kowloon, Hong Kong.
Telephone : (+852) 2330 6996
Fax : (+852) 2330 6912

Printer : Leefung-Asco Processing (Shenzhen) Company Limited
Format : 635 X 940 mm 1716  sig: 14
Number : ISBN 7-5322-2080-X/J * 1960
1998 . 7 First Printing

© 1998 Watch the World Publishing Ltd. and Shanghai People’s Fine Arts Publishing House

All text and pictures are provided by Watch the World Publishing Ltd., and edited,
examined, published and distributed by Shanghai People’s Fine Arts Publishing House. No text or
pictures may be reprinted or utilised in any form or by any means without written permission from

the relevant copyrights owner. All right reserved.







' OREWORD

The story of timeKeeping is a fabulous adventure. It begins at the primary stage of civilization with
indications of the sun’s position and shadows cast and continues through to the crafting of the first
quartz clocKs in the 20th century.

The first volume of “Watch the China World” was an introductory historical survey of the measurement
of time with frequent references to its role in China’s history. This booK also presented a fascinating and
detailed looK at the history of watchmaKing.

The second volume described the individual origins of the watch — from the first mechanical clocKs which
appeared at the end of the 13th century to the entry of electronics into watchmaKing. Many watch
distributors in China found this survey especially valuable as it helped them to understand what
determines quality in different timepieces.

‘We are pleased to note that the historical and descriptive surveys in these first two volumes aroused a
strony interest in a subject unique to the 20th century — the arrival of quartz, which brought about
dramatic technological, commercial and financial changes in the industry.

On the following pages, you will discover the origins of this electronic revolution, its effect on Swiss
mechanical watchmaKers and the massive shift of quartz watch production toward China.

This third volume, (ike its two predecessors, comprises three sections. The first is devoted to the entry of
electronics into watchmaKing.

The second part consists of profiles of the leading watch brands. You will also find in this section
descriptions of some of their most interesting innovations and state-of-the-art technology. This directory
of individual brands has been so widely used since “Watch the China World” first appeared two years
ago that we have had to increase the circulation of the current edition to 25,000 copies. This is a five-fold
increase over the first edition’s 5,000 copies...

The third section is a detailed index, providing essential information such as lists and references for points
of sales, correspondence offices, service centres and retailers in China.

This latest edition of “Watch the China World” also introduces several new and useful features. For the
first time, the book will be available in selected booK stores throughout China.

You will find enclosed, also for the first time, a reply card. We would appreciate it if you would return it

to us at your convenience.

We look forward to your comments which will help us in preparing the fourth edition, to be published mid
1999.

Heinz Heimann

B e &




g ——

GV - H EEI - WAIE U S AR B
AT FH A S A6 A7 ¥ AN 4 5 ke off 51 Bk ] - &)
g A st P — X A
AL IZ AL AT e > BUoE T AN KD s A
MR -

(R B K 4)  ChERMD) 8- & W
7 N R R g s R SR T A
BRI A Sl N DR (S S i R AR = S RS i ]
I 5 A TR RN LR A A -

(R B K 4)  CPhERO $ & Al

BT T REFOEN — b AR
HepL b % 0 B S i B EE A BRI - AE
FE o A O AR R e A R B A
Sy i A7 BT At AT O o E AR R R T H s R
AR AT £ -

AN 0 (R BRER KA ) O E RO
BT 99 4 11 7 Sl [ JER R AT A 2 e i 1 3 A X
A b 2O A AT B G R R R X
Pl R G v ) V) L 2 ¢ o - N = I 2
RSy TR 1.4 ) B NI O R A

7E LU T 0 e el B > SOKE R B1X 0 1 a1
YR e Ei b BB T R Y R e DL R A B

F A b [E R RS

MR & -FF > (ERBpPRKSE)  ChEBO
B R SR AL AR o BB - B R ALIA
L Bk o i fo] oE A b 26 ) 3 4R o B Ry
BEAGEE R T R AL H R E -2
B A R & WA H A A T AR - LA
FAEFT (R ER KA ) Ch RO | O
HERLSR - X & A ah R H ok ettt i il -
XA A R AN DR BB Y A AT B e B T T
S| R 8 2 S 5V ) | R S P

A AR RS PR MR i 1 ik e
B o IR A A o R I I
LrALA B I IR 55 e LA B 1 N

B (AR RE) ChERMO AT
ST 0 1 S A AR A o AR KSR O A I
M2 1R B - tbsh > iR A G
Fi B R A< 15 B I & - W R AR V0B %
(] % 27 [ 45 FoAT) - AT AL IR -

(R R K4) CPERBOD HBUEHRT1999
K AT o FEIE - AT DI A B AT
PR A BRI L - SRR LR 85 0 Dk
s ol i) K IS — i 2 g

HEINZ HEIMANN

MEC . o

MARKETING EURO CHINA






‘ABLE OF CONTENTS

FOREWORD

U=t

TABLE OF CONTENTS

H %

THE ART OF ELECTRONIC WATCHES

B+ & 1 £ K

AP Audemars Piguet 2% Gucci o gt
Argenti FIRIK Guess

Baume & Mercier Z1Fz Jean d'Eve Bk
Boucheron Juvenia HE X
Breguet FIL 86-87 Mauboussin

Bucherer E Tk 86-9¢ Movado JBE JLIE
Buler 5K 92-93 Myer J1HESR
Bvlgari FAK T 94-97 Oris - Il:ny
Cartier iR IAN 98-104 Parmigiani Fleurier

Carven L e (02-105S Piaget

Chopard iz E 3 {06-109 Seiko LR
Christian Bernard (SR {10-1 1! Sultana B}
Concord EFEFX H=EE Tag Heuer AR
Ebel EEFX HEREE Ulysse Nardin HE i 22
Enicar BRI E ol {16-119 Universal Geneve FH R
Franck Muller Vacheron Constantin 7Li+F F}il
Girard-Perregaux %

INDEKX

= 51

-
{@8-i29
(3C-131
132-135
(36-139
M0- 1M1
He-143
{44145
{46-{49

{58-153
{SM-157
158-159

{6M4-165
{66-{67

168-i1




?\

T\

* —
3 - ‘*1‘ \ &
#r * M
= -
3
F



e T

ll“Hff.""'.;..----s---M

»

ART OF
FELECTRONIC
WATCHES






Time is naturally divided by the course of
the sun and the moon. The sun divides day
from night. The moon completes twelve
cycles each year, dividing it into twelve
months.

Ancient civilisations counted months as 30
days and years as 360 days, which led to the
great difficulties experienced by man in see-
king precise measurement of time. For in
fact, the lunar cycle, or the time elapsed bet-
ween two new moons, averages 29 days, 12
hours, 44 minutes and 2.8 seconds.Thus, by
the end of the year, calculations were 10.875
days short, whence the difficulty of establi-
shing a calendar in harmony with the sea-

sons.

In the history of humanity, estimated at over
three million years, the need to measure time
stems from a relatively recent necessity —
scarcely three or four thousand years ago —
arising from settlement,the creation of per-
manent villages and the development of agri-
culture. Farmers soon needed a calendar in
order to regulate their activities and determi-

ne seed times and harvests.

So long as people lived in small groups, they
lived within a time unit and the position of
the sun was amply sufficient to show them

the “time”.

The development of towns, the division of
labour into many trades, and the multiplica-
tion of markets, imposed the notion of ren-

dezvous or appointments. Dividing time into
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well-defined sequences became essential in
order to coordinate the broad and varied

range of activities.

Thus all cultures, on all continents, were
built up around the meaning given to time

and its deification in various forms.

In organised societies, today more than ever,
time “tamed” by increasingly sophisticated
instruments has become the main means of

social control.

While the farmers of ancient China could be
content with a monthly division of time and
counting the days, today virtually no socio-
economic activity can develop outside of a
precise definition of time. One need only
consider the issue of transport by bus, train
or plane to realise the importance of measu-

ring time within our modern societies.

The oldest of all measurements has always
been the most precise and endowed with the
most sophisticated instruments, from sun
dials, ancient clepsydras or water-clocks, the
first mechanical clocks which appeared in the
late 13th century, up to the latest atomic
clocks which scarcely miss a second in...

three million years.
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| O NAVIGATE PRECISELY

The pursuit of precision in time measure-
ment has a long history which accelerated
with the development of maritime trade
from the 16th century onwards. Having
embarked on the conquest of the oceans, the
kingdoms of Europe offered fabulous
rewards to anyone capable of improving
determination of longitudes at sea, because
many ships were unable to situate them-
selves when approaching coasts went down
with their precious cargoes of gold, spices
and goods gathered from the ports of the
East and of South America.

Navigators obtained the exact latitude by
observing the stars. However, determining
the longitude required a relation with the
meridian at the point of departure. The
problem might be solved if, once on board,
one knew the time in the place of departure,
which could be compared with that in the
place of observation. The difference of longi-
tude between two points is equal to the dif-

ference of local times at these points.

Four minutes, difference between the origi-
nal meridian and the place to be determined
represent one degree, meaning eighty kilo-
metres in the Atlantic, between Spain and
America. Yet the first watches in the 16th
century varied by around fifteen minutes per
day!

Today a high-precision mechanical watch
varies by only five or six seconds per day and
an ordinary quartz watch by only one
second.

We are thus faced with two instruments
which share only the fact of giving the hour,
the minute and the second, as well as maybe
some other information such as the day, the
date, the moon phase, etc.

The comparison between a mechanical
watch and an all-electronic digital display
watch stops there, as the technologies used
involve mechanical engineering on the one
hand, and physics and chemistry on the
other. The two technologies are combined in
the classical display using hands.

Progress in mechanical watches has general-
ly been achieved by experienced and often
mature men, while the quartz watch was
generated from youthful minds not obsessed
with respect for a longstanding tradition.
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