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The Editor’s Words

Yan Hui (521 B.C. - 481 B.C.),
who is also called Yan Yuan, was born in
Du Cheng (Qufu, Shandong Province now)
at the end of the Spring and Autumn Peri-
od. He was descended from Yan Lu who
was an early pupil of Confuciys. He was
born in a poor family, but with a tranquil
personality, he didn’t admire riches and the
nobility. As an intelligent student, not only
was he capable of understanding many deep
teachings of Confucius, but he can also
draw references about other cases from one
instance. Thus, he was regarded as the
most important pupil of Confucius. Yan
Hui was well-known for his virtues, since
he strictly followed the teachings of Confu-
cius that people should be agile in action
while cautious in speech. Confucius often



praised him to possess the four virtues of a
virtuous man, that is, to be good at doing
justice, to be willing to take advice, to be
unwilling to accept salary and to be cautious
at controlling himself. His life-long dream
was to establish an ideal society in which
there was no war or hunger but heaslth,
wealth and harmony. However, Yan Hui
died in his early age, which made Confucius
very sorrowful. Without being an officer
once, Yan Hui didn’t leave any books to us
except some notes in the Analect and seve-
real other books. In this book, altogether
60 pieces of his famous sayings and dictums
are provided in both modern Chinese and
English versions. Hope readers will enjoy
them. -
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Yan Yuan said, “The more we study
our teacher’s learning with admiration, the
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more knowledgeable we think our teacher -‘
is. The more we study our teacher’s learn-

ing, the deeper it becomes. It seems to be
in front, but it stands behind suddenly. ”
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Teacher leads me step by step, mak-
ing me rich with knowledge and restricting
me with etiquette. Even if I don’t want to
follow him, it is impossible. Although I’ ve
made every effort to learn, it still seems



that there, standing in front of me, is a
high mountain which I find no way to climb
in spite of my aspiration to reach the top of
it.
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Yan Yuan oonsulted Confucius about
benevolence. The Master said, “Benevo-
lence is to hold to justice, defend morality
and maintain peace with a strong will and
staunch struggle. Once you have done this,
everyone will admire you, follow you and
leamn from you. It’s up to you to strive for
a lofty cause. Can you reckon on someone
else? ” Yan Yuan said, “Would you like to
explain it in details?” The Master said,
“Never look at, listen to, say or do the
thing which goes against virtue.” Yan Yuan




said, “ Although I am not talented, I would
like to follow your instructions. ” |
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With Yan Yuan and Ji Lu serving
aside, the Master said, “Why not say some-
thing about everyone’s wish?” Zi Lu said,
“I would like to share the horse and cart
and the fur coat with my friends. 'Even if
they are worn, I will not feel gegretful.”
Yan Yuan said, “I wish I will try not to
pique myself on strong-points or make a
blazon of my ocontribution ” Zi Lu asked
Confucius: “What is your wish?” The Mas-
ter said, “I wish the old will enjoy ease, the
young will get care and friends will trust

me.
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When Confucius was trapped in
Kuangdi, Yan Yuan came to help lastly.
The Master said; “I had thought that you
had been dead.” Yan Yuan replied, “ You
are still alive. How dare I die first?”
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The Master said to Yan Yuan: “When
you are put in a very important position,
you’ d better display your talent; when you
are not put in a very important position,
you’ d better hide your capacities. Only you
and I can do like this.”
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